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4By Nancy Sislow
   B o a r d  P r e s i d e n t

Since the start of the year, 
the Board has been work-
ing on a plan to manage the 
amenities for the future with 
a goal to hopefully reduce or 
eliminate dues. Carrying out 
a big change in the income 
supporting the amenities 
may take more time than 
we would like but ensuring 
the recreational amenities 
remain in Diamondhead is 
the priority. The plan we are 
working on is based on past 
surveys that indicate three 
areas as the most import-
ant to those completing the 
survey. We are attempting 
to structure the three ame-
nities (the golf courses, Club 
House, and pools) in such a 
way that they are supported 
by voluntary memberships 
that cover the cost to operate 
and maintain them. We hope 
to have some trial data by 
late summer and be able to 
provide a firm plan by year-
end so that the entire com-
munity is aware of the op-
tions to pay for use. We are 
meeting weekly and consult-
ing our resources to try to set 
this plan in motion.
As you may be aware the 

unsettled nature of the 
current POA has led some 
households to stop paying 
their dues through month-

ly payments which has led 
to income that is less than 
budgeted. The Board met on 
March 2nd and 9th to work 
with the General Manager to 
manage changes needed to 
keep the amenities financial-
ly supported. We continued 
our review of the potential 
sales of the Tennis Club and 
of the valuation provided for 
the RV storage and Marina. 
We authorized expense re-
ductions as suggested by the 
GM and business consultant. 
These actions have helped 
support the amenities into 
the fall.
Challenging times continue. 

We are trying to balance the 
budget of the organization, 
ensuring the POA ends 2026 
with a positive balance, while 
we plan for 2027. We cannot 
make change immediately 
as we have collected dues for 
2026 and must continue to 
maintain the amenities as 
demanded by the POA char-
ter. It is hoped that members 
will continue to support the 
current POA despite the un-
settling nature of change. 
We anticipate that the future 
will operate
differently but imagine Di-

amondhead will continue to 
have all its recreational ame-
nities into the future if we 
develop a reasonable plan.
The Board of Directors 

thank you for the opportuni-
ty to serve the POA.
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• COMMUNITY

4By: Savannah
Stewart

Welcome to April! 
Spring is finally here, 
and we are so excited 
to be partnering with 
the city for the opening 
of Diamondhead’s new 
dog park, located across 
the street from the East 
Hancock Library! The 
dog park is set to open 
April 4th, with a rib-
bon cutting, pictures 
with the Easter Bunny, 
and a library sponsored 
Easter egg hunt! The 
East Hancock library 
is also partnering with 
the Visiting Pet Teams 
of Mississippi for Sit, 

Stay, Read where chil-
dren will have the 
chance to gain confi-
dence and indepen-
dence in their reading 
skills as they read to 
the therapy dogs! It’s 
going to be a busy but 
exciting Saturday, and 
we hope to see you all 
there!

Our regular pro-
gramming continues to 
offer opportunities for 
learning, creativity, and 
connection through-
out the week. Join us 
every Monday from 
10:30–11:30 a.m. for 
Story Time and Crafts, 
a joyful hour designed 
to support early litera-

cy and social develop-
ment in young children 
while fostering a life-
long love of reading. On 
the first and third Mon-
days, we host Painting 
with Elen, and she also 
leads Conversations 
in Spanish for adults 
every Thursday from 
2–3 p.m., offering a re-
laxed and welcoming 
environment to practice 
language skills. On the 
second and fourth Mon-
days from 2–3 p.m., our 
new informal book club 
gathers for lively con-
versation; there is no 
required reading, and 
participants are encour-
aged to share and dis-

cuss whatever they are 
currently enjoying. The 
library also hosts Fam-
ily Bingo Night every 
second Thursday of the 
month (April 9th) from 
4-5:30pm, with light re-
freshments available!

Fridays offer op-
portunities for both 
movement and creativ-
ity. Strength and Flex-
ibility meets from 10 
a.m.–12 p.m. and is an 
instructor-led, seated 
fitness class ideal for 
older adults and pa-
trons with disabilities 

who are looking for 
gentle movement and 
stretching. Participants 
are encouraged to bring 
water and wear com-
fortable clothing. Later 
in the afternoon, from 
1–3 p.m., we host Crafts 
and Conversation, a 
relaxed, come-and-go 
gathering where com-
munity members bring 
their own projects and 
enjoy crafting alongside 
fellow creatives. There 
is no formal instruc-
tion—just good compa-
ny and engaging con-

versation.
The library offers the 

regular use of our meet-
ing room on a first-come 
first-serve basis with 
our weekly and month-
ly established groups 
taking priority when it 
comes to reservations. 
If you are interested 
in using the library’s 
meeting room for your 
group or organization, 
you may submit a reser-
vation request through 
the library’s calendar 
located on our website 
at hcls.info.

What’s Happening at Your Library in APRIL?

4By Mary Gobert

Here’s hoping March 
brought you a fun St. 
Patrick’s Day and a 
blessed and happy Eas-
ter, among all the other 
things you were busy do-
ing. Time to gear up for 
April activities and we 
are ready at Senior Vil-
lage, so come one, come 
all! We are located across 
from Woodland Village 
Nursing Home in the 
building on the right as 
you enter the complex. 
Activities are from 10-
12 every Tuesday with 
a Field Trip thrown in 
here and there, like our 
awesome March Field 
Trip to the Justice Court 
and the County Jail. We 
learned a lot that day! 
Here’s the calendar for 
April.

April 7 Bingo and Bon-

gos! Bingo with prizes at 
10, followed by Cardio 
Drumming at 11. After 
all that fun, it’s Lunch 
Bunch time. This is an 
optional Dutch Treat 
trip to a local restaurant 
to continue the conver-
sation. Everyone has 
gotten so much better 
acquainted during these 
lunches. Winner, win-
ner chicken dinner, so to 
speak, LOL.

April 14 Physical 
Therapy talk at 10. The 
talk will be on balance 
and preventing falls, 
followed by a short Qan-
dA time. At 11, it’s wa-
ter color painting with 
LeAndra. All materials 
and instructions are pro-
vided for the water color 
picture.

April 21 POA Presi-
dent Nancy Sislow will 
speak and answer ques-
tions at 10. It will be an 

excellent opportunity to 
get information direct-
ly from the POA. At 11, 
we’ll celebrate March 
birthdays. Aaaaand it’s 
cake time!

April 28 Bob and Barb 
sing for us at 10. Come 
enjoy all the songs you 
know by heart, and even 
some you don’t. At 11, 
it’s Tech Talk. Bob will 
take off his music hat 
and put on his technol-
ogy hat and keep on go-
ing. His sessions about 
your phone are always 
interesting and everyone 
gets a lot of questions 
answered. Don’t miss it!

And that will take 
us to the end of anoth-
er informative and fun 
month. We hope to see 
you soon at any or all of 
the activities. Remem-
ber, it takes a (Senior) 
village!

D I A M O N D H E A D

Senior Village
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• CHURCHES
ST. THOMAS 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
5303 Diamondhead Circle
Diamondhead, MS 39525-3203
(228) 255-9213
mail@stthomasdiamondhead.
org
WORSHIP TIMES
Sunday 9:00 am Holy Eucharist 
followed by Hospitality Hour
Wednesday prayer service and 
potluck dinner 5:30pm weekly
Caring for a spouse or loved one 
with dementia or a long-term ill-
ness can be a journey filled with 
love, devotion, dedication, and 
often, deep exhaustion. If you 
are walking this path, please 
know, you are not alone.
St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
is hosting a Caregiver Support 
Group created especially for 
anyone who is caring for a loved 
one with dementia or chronic ill-
ness. This group will offer a com-
passionate, safe, and confiden-
tial space to share experiences, 
receive encouragement, and 
connect with others who truly 
understand the unique challeng-
es and emotions that come with 
caregiving.
Our time together will include:
• Open and confidential conver-
sation
• Emotional support and under-
standing
• Practical coping strategies and 
resources
• Encouragement and hope
Whether you are feeling over-
whelmed, isolated, or simply in 
need of community, you ae wel-
come here.
Date: April 8, 2026
Time:2:00
Location: St. Thomas Church, 
5303 Diamondhead Circle
If you would like more informa-
tion please contact Cornelia 
Swayze 228-363-2211, or St. 
Thomas Church at 228-255-
9213,
Taking care of yourself is not a 
luxury or an option. It is essen-
tial! We hope you will join us.

DIAMONDHEAD
COMMUNITY CHURCH
5301 Diamondhead Circle
(288) 255-5556
dhcommunitychurch.org
Worship Service
Please join us on Sundays at 
10 am for worship services with 
Pastor Stan Van Den Berg.
Christian Education
We have Sunday school classes 
at 9 am for adults as well as chil-
dren (by age group).  In addition, 
Children’s Church is held during 

a portion of the worship hour.
Nursery Care
Nursery care is provided be-
tween 9 and 11 am.
Fellowship
All are welcome to join us for 
snacks and Christian fellowship 
at 11 am following the worship 
service.
Children’s Choir
Parents, we offer exciting oppor-
tunities for your children ages 
5-12 and 13-17 to participate in 
our youth choirs.
Pre-School
Little School is still taking 2025-
2026 registration. Little School 
hours are 8 am-12pm
Mon – Fri. We still have a few 
spots open.

DIAMONDHEAD
METHODIST CHURCH
A GLOBAL 
METHODIST CHURCH
5305 Noma Drive
Diamondhead, MS 39525
Office: 228-255-6888
Sunday Worship Service: 10: 
a.m. 
Meet and Greet Sunday: 9:30 to 
9:55 a.m.
“Greetings! in the name of our 
Lord Jesus the Christ!  We wel-
come all who are new or looking 
for a dynamic worship experi-
ence.  
Our new pastor, Reverend Shel-
ley Hill is here and we are de-
lighted with the wonderful things 
happening through the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit.
We welcome and encourage ev-
eryone regardless of current or 
former denominational involve-
ment, hazed or inflicted upon by 
Past “Christian”   association or 
even socially shunned.   We are 
a growing home of God to be 
shared by all who attend.   We 
currently meet for 2 women’s, 
2 men’s, 1 co-ed and multiple 
opportunities for gathering activ-
ities in His name throughout the 
week!
All meetings are here at the 
church.
email: office@diamondhead-
methodistchurch.org, Facebook:  
Diamondhead Methodist Church
Website: www.diamondhead-
methodistchurch.org (under con-
struction)

JACOB’S WELL 
BAPTIST CHURCH
29554 Vic Faye Road, Pass 
Christian, MS 39571; 
228-255-2555, 
jwbcadmin@icloud.com

Sundays: 
Worship = 8:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Bible study = 10 a.m.
Wednesdays: 
Fellowship meal, 5:45-6:20 p.m.
Adult & Youth Bible study, 6:30-
7:30 pm..
Children’s Awana Program, 
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Nursery care at all services
“Called to magnify God,  make 
disciples, and minister to people”

ANNUNCIATION 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5370 Kiln-DeLisle Rd. Kiln, MS 
39556 
(228)255-1800       www.annun-
ciationkiln.com
Masses: Saturday Vigil 4:00 
p.m.; Sunday 8:00 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m.; Weekday 8:00 a.m. 
(Chapel)
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday 3 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.; 
Sunday 9:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 
and other times by appointment.
Adoration: Tuesday 8:30 a.m. 
to 8:00 p.m.; Friday 8:30 a.m. to 
9:30 a.m.

LUTHERAN CHURCH
OF THE PINES 
309 Highway 90
Waveland, MS 39576
228-467-6771
Pastor Brock Cain
Services every Sunday morning 
are at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School for children and 
adults at 9:00 a.m.
Every Wed., we offer Bible 
study at 1 p.m. 

OLD TOWN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
PCUSA

114 Ulman Ave. 
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 
Pastor: Rev. Richard T. Gilles-
pie, Th.D. 
Phone: 256-443-4100 Website: 
oldtownpresbyterian.org
Sunday Services:
9 am Adult Sunday School
10 am Worship Service
Children’s Church, ages 5-12
11 am Hospitality for all in our 
Fellowship Hall
Open Table Communion - first 
Sunday each month
Presbyterian Women’s Monthly 
Bible Study
Join us as we share the Gospel, 
bear witness to Christ’s love, and 
work for justice, peace, and care 
of the world and its resources.

CENTRAL BIBLE CHURCH
You’re Invited to Join Us for Wor-
ship!
Central Bible Church in Bay St. 
Louis (across the highway from 
the BSL Post Office)...the home 
of The King’s Kitchen soup kitch-
en. Sundays at 9:30 AM for Sun-
day School and 11:00 AM for 
morning worship. Wednesdays 
at 6 PM for Youth services. 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Mike Ram-
sey, Th.D. 
Outreach Pastor: Rev. Connie 
Lyons
Church Office: (228) 493-4796
“Where the Ministry of the Holy 
Spirit takes place under the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ to the 
glory of God the Father!”

The Church at 112
Romans 1:12 -- “When we get to-
gether, I want to encourage you 
in your faith, but I also want to be 
encouraged by yours.” (NLT)

17077 Kapalama Dr., Suite B
Pass Christian, MS 39571
Pastor: James Reardon 
Email: james@c112.org.
Our mission is to help encourage 
the people of Diamondhead and 
the surrounding areas towards 
faith in Christ. Our desire is to 
minister to both the unchurched 
(those with little or no church ex-
perience) and those we call the 
de-churched (individuals who 
have been hurt in the past or dis-
illusioned by the actions of some 
within a church setting). 
Join us in worship -- Sunday at 
10 a.m. 
We also extend an invitation for 
you to attend one or more of 
C 112’s monthly activities and 
events. We offer men’s, wom-
en’s and mixed small groups/Bi-
ble studies; children, youth, and 
family activities. Please check 
out C 112’s regularly updated 
Facebook page and our web-
site to find out the time, place 
and description of the events in 
which you are most interested.
Facebook: C112
Website: c112.org. 
Download C112 app: C112

MOST HOLY TRINITY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
9062 Kiln Delisle Road
Pass Christian, MS 39571
228-255-1294
Email: admin@mhtcatholic.org
Website: http://mhtcatholic.org
Mass Times:
Monday – Friday:  8:00 a.m.
Saturday: 4:00 & 6:00 p.m.
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m. & 
7:00 p.m. 
Greetings! Please join is for the 
following events. All are wel-
come!
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4By Michael Burke

Aaron E. Moran, 
age 17, is a Life Scout 
with Scouting America 
Troop 210 in Diamond-
head, Mississippi, and 
is currently working on 
his final project to at-
tain the rank of Eagle 
Scout. Aaron has been 
involved in Diamond-
head Scouting since 
first grade at Hancock 
East Elementary, when 
another scout invited 
him to join the local Cub 
Scout pack. That invi-
tation started Aaron 

on the path toward Ea-
gle Scout. While many 
youth in Diamondhead 
begin their Scouting 
journey, only a select 
and highly motivated 
few ultimately achieve 
the prestigious rank of 
Eagle Scout. For his Ea-
gle Scout service proj-
ect, Aaron is working 
to provide the citizens 
of Diamondhead with 
a second U.S. flag re-
tirement drop box. The 
desired location for the 
box is Mualuhia Gar-
den Park, near the Blue 
Star Veterans Memori-

al. As Aaron continues 
planning and imple-
menting his project, he 
has been supported by 
community donations 
of worn U.S. flags and 
collecting donations to 
help cover the cost of 
materials needed for 
a drop box. Many res-
idents may have seen 
Scouts throughout the 
community as Aaron 
coordinated flag collec-
tion drives at Rouses 
Market, the Hancock 
High School Car Show, 
and Dixieland Farm & 
Garden, with more to 

follow. Feel free to fol-
low the journey of Di-
amondhead scouts at 
our Facebook location: 
https://www.facebook.
com/BSATroop210MS 
This author hopes to 
one day have the op-
portunity to write an 
Eagle Scout project re-
view for your youth or 
grandchildren. Young 
people in Diamondhead 
are always welcome 
to join the local Cub 
Scout pack or Troop 
210 and begin their 
own Scouting journey. 
We welcome all youth 

to follow the same path 
of service, leadership, 
and character that Life 
Scout Aaron Moran and 

his fellow Scouts strive 
to achieve—the path to 
Eagle.

Life Scout Aaron Moran Project Toward Eagle Scout Rank

LIFE SOUT PIC CAPTION: Diamondhead Scouts 
participate in a Flag Drive to include Odin Hen-
derson, Evan Moran, Dean Necaise, Aaron Mo-
ran, and Aaron Oliver.

4By Michael Burke

FamiliesDiamondhead, 
Miss. — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 2880 in Diamond-
head is organizing a 2026 
community food drive to sup-
port veterans and local fami-
lies experiencing food insecu-
rity across Hancock County.

Donations of non-perishable 
food items may be dropped 
off at The Club at Diamond-
head and Diamondhead Ace 
Hardware, which have part-
nered with the VFW to serve 
as collection points for the 
effort. The initiative is being 
conducted in coordination 
with Humana’s Uniting for 
Veterans program, a nation-
al effort aimed at improving 
food security for veterans 
and their families. Through 
this partnership, the VFW 
hopes to gather much-need-
ed supplies that will directly 
benefit veterans throughout 
Hancock and Harrison coun-
ties, while also supporting 
others in the local commu-

nity who may be struggling. 
Last year’s Post 2880 efforts 
supported Humana, King’s 
Kitchen, and the VA as recip-
ients. VFW leaders empha-
sized that the food drive is 
part of a broader community 
effort and encouraged resi-
dents to support any local

organization working to-
ward the same goal. “Sev-
eral groups in our area are 
currently conducting food 
drives,” organizers said. “We 
encourage residents to give 
to any of the local groups 
participating. Diamondhead 
is stronger when we all work 
together to support those who 
are in need.”The Post is also 
continuing its work at the 

Mualuhia Garden Blue Star 
Memorial, where the 2025 
shipment of memorial bricks 
has recently arrived. The 
bricks will be installed during 
the next garden clean-up and 
day of service scheduled for 
May 2, 2026. Individuals in-
terested in honoring a veter-
an or loved one may purchase 
a memorial brick by scanning 
the QR code provided.Veter-
ans who are eligible and in-
terested in joining VFW Post 
2880 are invited to attend 
monthly meetings held at 6 
p.m. on the first Wednesday 
of each month at The Club at 
Diamondhead.Correction: In 
a January 2026 article cov-
ering the Veterans of Foreign 

Wars Donald Crosby Memo-
rial Voice of Democracy and 
Patriot’s Pen Scholarship 
Competitions, this author in-
correctly listed Mr. Crosby’s 
middle initial. His correct 
name is Donald W. Crosby, 
with the “W” standing for 
Wayne. The author apologiz-
es for the oversight and mis-
take.
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4By Amy Longo

Friends of the Animal 
Shelter was formed in 2001 
by a group of concerned cit-
izens who wanted to end 
euthanasia as a means of 
controlling animal over-
population. To pursue that 
goal, FRIENDS started the 
No Cost Spay/Neuter Pro-
gram where any pet owner in 
Hancock County can obtain 
a voucher to have their pet 

dog or cat fixed at no cost and 
receive a rabies shot. This 
program has been extremely 
successful in preventing pet 
overpopulation.

During 2025, Friends of 
the Animal Shelter spent a 
total of $130,003 to provide 
No Cost Spay/Neuter and 
rabies vaccinations to 1,733 
pets in Hancock County. 
FRIENDS has had a robust 
Spay/Neuter program going 
for the past 8 years and seen 

reductions in the number of 
animals admitted to Hancock 
Animal Shelter each year 
as a result of this program. 
Hancock Shelter has seen ad-
missions drop from 1,846 in 
2017 down to 1,033 in 2025 
- a reduction of 44% since 
2017. Positive trends like 
this are only possible with 
your support. Please consid-
er being a part of helping 
prevent pet overpopulation 
by supporting Friends of the 

Animal Shelter. Please visit 
our website: www.friendsoft-
heanimalshelter.org or send 
your support to:

Friends of the Animal 
Shelter Hancock Co. (501c3) 
holds meetings every other 
month at 6:30 at the Main 
Street Methodist Church in 
Bay St. Louis. The meetings 
are the 3rd Thursday of the 
month and are open to any-
one who is interested in help-
ing support the Hancock Co. 

Animal Shelter, facilitating 
spay/neuter programs, and 
improving the general wel-
fare of animals in Hancock 
Co. If you love pets, come to 
a meeting and join us in our 
mission. The next meeting 
will be held on March 19th. 
https://www.friendsoftheani-
malshelter.org/index.html

Friends of the Animal 
Shelter in Hancock County 
PO Box 2274

Bay St. Louis, MS 39521

Friends of The Animal Shelter – Spay/Neuter
• COMMUNITY

• CLUBS
Diamondhead 
Garden Club

4By Gretchen Klinefelter

April is here, painting 
the landscape with fresh 
color as dormant roots turn 
to dazzling blooms.  Coastal 
Mississippi is showcasing a 
floral encore of azaleas, now 
complemented by a beautiful 
display of bleeding hearts, 
irises, ranunculus and pan-
sies.  April is recognized as 
National Garden Month in 
the United States, a time to 
celebrate the tradition of gar-
dening at home, in schools 
and communities. The Gar-
den Clubs of Mississippi, Inc. 
(GCM) is a member of the 
Deep South Garden Clubs, 
Inc. (DSGC) or the Deep 
South Region. They are one 
of eight geographical regions 
of National Garden Clubs, 
Inc. (NGC) consisting of six 
member states: Mississippi, 

Louisiana, Alabama, Geor-
gia, Florida and Tennessee.  
The 2025-2027 theme is, 
“Plant the Deep South with 
Flowers and Trees, for the 
Birds and the Bees.”  Region-
al garden clubs in the United 
States are vital for promot-
ing environmental steward-
ship, enhancing community 
beauty, and providing social 
connection. They foster local 
biodiversity by protecting 
habitats, educating the pub-
lic on sustainable practices, 
and supporting conserva-
tion efforts, such as increas-
ing native plant usage and 
supporting pollinators. The 
Deep South Region’s work 
directly aligns with the Na-
tional Garden Clubs, Inc. to 
educate, create and conserve, 
using hands-on experience 
and community engagement 
to make a lasting impact.

Diamondhead Garden 
Club will present an NGC 
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• CLUBS
Standard Small Flower Show 
Thursday, April 9 from 2:00-
4:00 p.m. at the Community 
Church. This year’s theme is, 
“Our National Parks Awaken 
the Adventure.” The flower 
show is free to the public. We 
hope you can join us.

The first flower show pre-
sented by Diamondhead Gar-
den Club was in April 1975 
and has continued annual-
ly ever since. In 2006, after 
Hurricane Katrina, the club 
wanted a way to show re-
silience, so they named the 
flower show, “Katrina Blows 
Ashore.” This flower show 
took place at a club mem-
ber’s home since all public 
buildings sustained structur-
al damage or were be being 
used for recovery efforts. 

Our current Flower Show 
Committee Chair is Mrs. 
Penny Crawford. Mrs. Craw-
ford is a seasoned gardener 
and a natural teacher for her 
peers.  She has been a mem-
ber of Diamondhead Garden 
Club for over twenty-one 
years. Her list of credentials 
is impressive, including past 
Diamondhead Garden Club 
President, Master Flower 
Show Judge and Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Council of Garden 
Clubs. Mrs. Crawford shares, 
“educating the public, foster-
ing community interest in 
gardening, and members’ 
demonstrating horticultur-
al and design skills are key 
reasons for an annual flower 
and plant show.” Along with 
the responsibility of Flow-
er Show Committee Chair, 
Mrs. Crawford holds the title 
of Horticulture Chair. Each 
month she promotes plant 
knowledge and cultivation 
along with design skills by 
educating members with 

plant material she brings 
from her yard. She instructs 
on the diverse as well as com-
mon plant items. Mrs. Craw-
ford states, “Anything that 
broadens the interest in our 
community strengthens us 
as a community.”

Diamondhead Gar-
den Club meets the third 
Wednesday of each month 
at Diamondhead Communi-
ty Church in the Activities 
Room.  We hope you will join 
us Wednesday, April 15 for 
our next meeting and pro-
gram. We are look forward 
to spending some time with 
our program host and Han-
cock County Extension agent 
via MSU, Mr. Tim Ray. Mr. 
Ray is joining us in honor of 
National Arbor Day, which 
is April 24. He is a wealth of 
knowledge and we look for-
ward to gaining insight from 
him. Club social time begins 
at 9:30 a.m. with our meeting 
to follow at 10:00 a.m.  All 
Diamondhead residents are 
welcome.

With April’s arrival, it’s 
time to get your hands in the 
dirt. Your April checklist in-
cludes dividing violets, Shas-
ta daisies, liriope, mums and 

other perennials. You can 
plant okra, melons, peas, 
corn, beans, eggplant, cu-
cumbers and tomatoes. Basil 
can be placed outside. Now 
is the time to set out those 
summer blooming annuals: 
alyssum, begonias, gerani-
ums, dianthus, marigolds, 
petunias, impatiens and co-
leus. Summer and fall bloom-
ing bulbs can be put in the 

ground: callas, cannas, dahl-
ias, gladiolus and gloriosa 
lilies. To help ensure success, 
always mulch new plantings. 
Prune azaleas and other 
spring-flowering shrubs after 
blooming. Lightly shape any 
formal hedges to remove un-
wanted growth. April is also 
a good time to paint and re-
pair any garden furniture or 
other hardscapes (birdbaths, 

birdhouses, mailbox, etc.)
Don’t forget to check out 

our ‘Live Oak Tree’ ad follow-
ing this article.

April’s quote: 
The kiss of the sun for par-

don. The song of the birds for 
mirth. One is nearer God’s 
heart in a garden, than any-
where else on earth.  Dorothy 
Frances Gurney
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One of the foremost 
projects of Diamond-
head Garden Club is 
to record qualified Live 
Oaks Trees with Han-
cock County Historical 
Society. In December 
2020, Diamondhead 
Mayor and the City 
Council signed a procla-
mation designating the 
City of Diamondhead as 
a Live Oak Tree City in 
Mississippi.  Diamond-
head Garden Club is 
looking for Live Oak 
Trees in our communi-
ty that are 100 years in 
age or older.  Not sure 
of your tree’s age?  A 
Garden Club volunteer 
would be happy to as-
sist you in determin-
ing that information. 
If your tree meets the 
specifications, we can 
help you register your 
tree with Hancock 
County Historical So-
ciety and provide you 
with a certificate and a 
plaque for the tree that 
denotes the registered 
name you choose as 
well it’s age. 

Some historic Live 
Oaks fall just a bit 
short of these required 
measurements. We can 
still honor the signifi-
cance of your tree. Your 
Live Oak would be ‘rec-
ognized.’  The owner of 
a recognized Live Oak 

would receive a certifi-
cate and a tree plaque. 
This also provides that 
your tree is on track for 
certification. 

Diamondhead is for-
tunate to have an abun-
dance of Southern Live 
Oak trees.  Please help 
us honor these majestic 
trees!

DIAMONDHEAD 
WINE CLUB 

FEBRUARY TASTING

Thursday, April 
16th, 2026 - Wines from 
the southern Hemi-
sphere-

7:00 at the Club
Once again, we’ll 

sample wines produced 
“Down Under.” There 
are many outstanding 
wines from South Af-
rica, Australia, New 

Zealand, Chile and Ar-
gentina, I recently had 
some amazing Malbec 
while in Buneos Aires 
over Christmas.   We’ll 
see what we can find.

Cost is $45 for DWC 
members and $55 for 
guests. Please make 
your reservations by 
mailing your check pay-
able to DWC to: P.O. 
Box 6523 or by email-
ing Lou at louertel@aol.
com or Marshall at   me-
kygs@mail.com.

Thursday, May 21st, 
2026 - Sparkling Wines 
- 7:00 at the  Club

May always brings 
us to our Sparking 
Wine night. We try to 
find a Champagne, a 
Prosecco, a Sparkling 
Wine and something 
different. This is always 
one our most enjoyable 

evenings!
Cost is $50 for DWC 

members and $60 for 
guests. Please make 
your reservations by 
mailing your check pay-
able to DWC to: P.O. 
Box 6523 or by email-
ing Lou at louertel@aol.
com or Marshall at   me-
kygs@mail.com.

Thursday, June 18th, 
2026 - High End Wines 
- 7:00 at the  Club

Since we didn’t have 
our usual December 
High End Reds, we 
thought we’d close the 
Spring tasting series by 
celebrating with some 

finer wines. In  order to 
minimize cost, we will 
have our normal plate 
of nibbles and put the 
extra money into the 
wine.  Yum.

Cost is $60 for DWC 
members and $75 for 
guests. Please make 
your reservations by 
mailing your check pay-
able to DWC to: P.O. 
Box 6523 or by email-
ing Lou at louertel@aol.
com or Marshall at   me-
kygs@mail.com.

Wine Club will be off 
until September. If you 
would like to recom-
mend a wine for us to 

try or suggest a theme 
for an evening, please 
let us know. We’re al-
ways open to sugges-
tions.

DH Hiking Club 
News for 

April, 2026
By Sheila 
Edwards

Hi-Ho, Hi-Ho! A-hik-
ing we will go! Don’t 
be left out... pack your 
knapsack with a snack 
and water and join the 
DH Hiking Club at 
one (or all) of our April 
hikes, which are always 
followed by… LUNCH!

Saturday, April 
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4--Regularly-scheduled 
first of the month hike on 
Fountainebleau Trail, in 
Ocean Springs. This hike 
is sponsored by the Jack-
son County Recreation 
Department, Mississippi 
Sandhill Crane Wildlife 
Refuge, and the Audu-
bon Society and is led by 
an expert naturalist. The 
hike starts in the woods 
and winds through the 
marsh before going back 
into the long-leaf pine 
forest. It will be followed 
by lunch somewhere in 
or near Ocean Springs. 
Meet at the front of DH 
Golf Club parking lot 
a bit before 8:00am. 
Leave at 8:00am. Hike 
starts in Ocean Springs 
at 9:00am. Leader from 
Diamondhead to Ocean 
Springs: Sheila Edwards

Thursday, April 9—
We’ll take advantage of 
one of our near-by hiking 
opportunities and wan-
der around the flat/easy 
sidewalks in Jones Park 
in Gulfport. While there 
is no shade, the view 
of the Gulf is one of the 
attractions, along with 
the potential sea breeze. 
Meet at the front of the 
DH Golf Club parking lot 
at 9:30 to form car pool. 
After the hike we’ll en-
joy lunch at Salute, one 
of our favorite spots to 
nosh. Leader: Tobey Por-
ter

Wednesday, April 
22—Still staying close to 
home, we’ll try out the 
recently-developed and 
improved Noma Drive 
trail right here in Dia-
mondhead. The most-
ly-shady 4-mile long trail 
starts near City Hall and 
winds around the City 
Hall area. We’ll walk as 
much as we feel like be-
fore heading to the Red 
Zone for lunch. Meet by 
the Gazebo at City Hall 
to start the hike at 9:30. 
Leader: Sheila Edwards

Our next planning 
meeting will be Tuesday, 
April 7, 2026, at 6:00pm 
in the Kanaka room at 
the DH Country Club. 
Spring is really here 
and the hiking weather 
is PERFECT! We are so 
lucky to have a multi-
tude of trails and hiking 
opportunities available 
here on the coast. May-
be you know of a lit-
tle-known path we could 
explore? Come and share 
your “secret spot” with 
us <heh heh>

Diamondhead 
Newcomers

By Alison McCraw

Members and guests 
of the Diamondhead 
Newcomers Club were 
runway ready at the 
March luncheon, as Exit 

16 Boutique hosted a fab-
ulous fashion show.  Club 
members stepped onto 
the catwalk and strutted 
their stuff in beautiful 
outfits from Exit 16. We 
would like to extend a 
special thank you to Al-
ison from Exit 16 for co-
ordinating the fabulous 
fashion show.  Her hard 
work and attention to de-
tail made it a wonderful 
addition to our month-
ly meeting.  The April 
luncheon will be held on 
Wednesday April 8th, as 
we celebrate “April Show-
ers Bring May Flowers.”  
Wear your favorite outfit 
and join us!  Lunch is $25 
and dues are $20 for the 
year.  RSVP to newom-
ersdiamondhead@gmail.
com to secure your reser-
vation.

Wednesday, May 13th 
will be the club’s final 

DH Walking Trail Jones Park Pavilion

Diamondhead 
Newcomers
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As we move into April, a lot is happening at The Club 
at Diamondhead. With spring underway, the golf season 
picking up, and several major tournaments on the calen-
dar, we are preparing for a full month of special events, 
live entertainment, and weekly dining features for mem-
bers and guests to enjoy.
April begins with one of our favorite traditions, Steak 

Night on April 4, followed by our Easter Buffet on April 
5, which is always a great opportunity for families and 
friends to gather at the Club. As the excitement builds 
around The Masters Tournament, we will feature themed 
specials beginning Wednesday, April 8, with our Wednes-
day Before the Masters Golf Outing, and continuing 
through Masters weekend, April 10–12. That same week-
end will also bring Big Kahuna Weekend, creating a live-
ly and fun atmosphere throughout the Club.
Later in the month, we will celebrate another major 

event in professional golf with food and drink specials 
during the Zurich Classic of New Orleans, April 24–27. 
Our kitchen will be featuring a Louisiana-inspired plate 
including Gumbo Ya Ya, Chicken and Sausage Jamba-
laya, and a Grilled Andouille Sausage.
In addition to these special events, you can continue to 

enjoy the weekly favorites that have become staples at 
the Club, from Sips and Giggles on Tuesdays and Triv-
ia Nights to live music every weekend and our Sunday 
Game Night. Our entertainment lineup continues to grow 
as well, with bands performing every Friday evening and 
additional live music during Steak Night Saturdays.
We are also pleased to recognize Tiffany Johnson as our 

Employee of the Month for April. Tiffany’s dedication 
and hard work help create the welcoming experience our 
guests expect. She never turns down a challenge and al-
ways approaches the job with a positive attitude, and we 
truly appreciate everything she contributes to the team.
We look forward to seeing everyone around the Club 

throughout the month and hope you will join us for the 
many events, specials, and entertainment planned for 
April.
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meeting of the year. We will have a 
Fiesta and say ADIOS until next year.  
Whether you are new to Diamondhead 
or have lived here forever, we hope you 
will join us for some friendship, fun and 
a delicious lunch at The Club at Dia-
mondhead. Call Marilyn Lott for more 
information 601-528-3336.

P.E.O. CHAPTER T 
4By Dinah Knobloch

MAH JONGG
4By Sandy Price 

Hi y’all! We would love to have you join 
us in learning how to play mah jongg 
with us on each Tuesday afternoon as 
we play in a reserved card room from 
1:30 PM until 4:00 PM.  It’s a fun time; 
we’re not that competitive. Come watch 
us, learn the game and join our group. 
Thank you,
Sandy Price 228-255-5457 or 228-342-
5217

DIAMONDHEAD
DEMOCRATS,

PROGRESSIVES,
INDEPENDENTS

ALLIANCE
The April meeting of the Diamond-
head Democrats, Progressives, Inde-
pendents Alliance (DDPIA) will be on 
Thursday, April 16th at St. Thomas 

Episcopal Church, 5303 Diamondhead 
Circle. (DDPIA is not affiliated with St. 
Thomas.) Registration and social time 
begin at 10:00am followed by a guest 
speaker at 10:30. The business meet-
ing follows the guest speaker. Past 
speakers include the Hancock County 
Library Director, the Hancock County 
Schools Superintendent, mayoral can-
didates, the director of the Boys and 
Girls Club of Bay St, Louis, represen-
tatives from the Gulf Coast Mutual Aid 
Collective, the executive director of the 
Biloxi Free Clinic, the POA president, 
and various political candidates. Come 
join us for an informative time, as well 
as mingling with a fun and interesting 
group of people.

THURSDAY  MORNING 
LINE DANCERS 
4By Molley Kooney

Lessons and dancing, led by Molly, 
will be held from 10:00 - 11:00 am on 
THURSDAYS at the DIAMONDHEAD 
METHODIST CHURCH, 5305 Noma 
Drive.  Across the street from City Hall. 
Please wear comfortable soft soled 
shoes.
Great exercise, great fun, $1 room rent-
al per person.
FOR DETAILS OR CANCELLATIONS 
see our web site:
https://sites.google.com/site/getmov-
ing12345678/

PARTY BRIDGE CLUB
4By Elise Breen

The date for our next monthly gather-
ing to play Party Bridge will be Friday, 
April 24, in the Kanaka Room at the Di-
amondhead Country Club. Our arrival 
time is 9:15 and we will begin playing at 
9:30. If you have any questions regard-
ing the Party Bridge Club, please con-
tact Barbara Gibbons at (228) 760-1112 
or Elise Breen at (228) 342-1529. The 
winners in February were Liz Leonard 
in First Place, Conchetta Donnelly in 
Second Place, and Jerrie Guidroz in 
Third Place. Our Special Prize went to 
Linda Naron.                                   

P.E.O. Chapter T is pleased to welcome 
our newest sister, Angie Courville. An-
gie was recently initiated into our sis-
terhood and joins us in our mission to 
support women’s education through 
the Philanthropic Educational Organi-
zation Projects. These projects provide 
essential grants, scholarships, awards, 
and loans, while also supporting Cottey 
College. Pictured  are  Angie  and the 
Chapter T officers.
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Diamondhead 
Women’s Club
4By Robin B. Gaines

Our March 4th “Welcome Spring” 
meeting was a special one.  Rachel 
Bobd from Pine Hills Nursery  gave 
a very informative and entertaining 
flower arranging demonstration. 
April 5th Glitz plans are in full 

swing.  Prize will be awarded for 
best group costume with a Glitz/Pink 
Hearts theme. This is one event you 
do not want to miss!! 

 April 1st is the deadline for Glitz do-
nations.  PLEASE NOTE: No dona-
tions will be accepted for this year’s 
event after this deadline.
We strive, through diligence, hard 

work, creativity and friendship, to 
continue our efforts to ‘Support and 
Celebrate Women’.        
	 The theme for our DHWC is 

Supporting & Celebrating Women.   
The objective of this club shall be to 
promote an informed and active in-
terest in the civic, social and moral 

welfare of the community: to serve 
the community through the dedica-
tion of time and energy for worthy 
purposes; and to undertake and com-
plete one or more charitable, human-
itarian or social welfare projects each 
year.   
Our meetings (we do not meet in 

June, July, or August), are held 
the first Wednesday of each month 
from September to May, beginning 
at 11:00 a.m. at the Diamondhead 
Country Club, Emerald Ballroom.   

Membership is $20.00 and is open to 
all women.
Dates and times for upcoming meet-

ing, events and fundraisers to be an-
nounced in upcoming issues of this 
publication and you can follow us on 
Facebook.  
For more information about the Di-

amondhead Women’s Club or any of 
our events, please contact the DHWC 
President, Rachel Huskins @ (504) 
400-3013.

• DH MARDI GRAS 

The Krewe of Di-
amondhead recently 
hosted its annual Mardi 
Gras parade, an event 
made possible through 
the collective efforts of 
numerous individuals 
and organizations, in-
cluding our new Parade 
Director, Carmen War-
ing. 

Firstly, the Krewe 
would like to extend its 
gratitude to the City of 
Diamondhead for spon-
soring our parade. The 
Parade Director and 
city officials engaged 
in numerous meetings 
and devoted consider-

able time to ensure a 
fun and safe experience 
for all attendees. Their 
dedication was instru-
mental in the parade’s 
success. 

The Krewe also wish-
es to thank Mayor Anna 
Liese for presenting the 
key to the City of Dia-
mondhead to Alí’I Ho 
Nua, Harold Manning, 
during the parade’s af-
ter-party. Additional-
ly, we appreciate the 
efforts of the City of 
Diamondhead’s main-
tenance department in 
setting up and cleaning 
up the parade route. 

Their hard work did not 
go unnoticed, and their 
contributions were in-
valuable. 

We would like to 
thank the City of Wave-
land for providing the 
viewing stand, which 
they have generously 
shared with the Krewe 
for several years. Their 
kindness is greatly ap-
preciated. 

The Krewe would 
like to extend a special 
thank you to the Bad 
Mom’s Dance Krewe 
and The Salty Sirens 
for participating in the 
parade and providing 

exceptional entertain-
ment. 

For the parade’s af-
ter-party, we would 
like to thank the Club 
House staff for provid-
ing the ballroom, food, 
and beverages. Their 
outstanding service en-
sured a memorable ex-
perience for all attend-
ees. We also appreciate 
the hosts from the mask 
ball for providing deco-
rations. 

The music and enter-
tainment were provided 
by Tease Me Band, who 
delivered an exception-
al performance. Thank 

you for your contribu-
tion to the event’s suc-
cess. 

A special thank 
you goes out to our 
outstanding Parade 
Marshal, Mayor Anna 
Liese, who led the pa-
rade alongside her hus-
band, Chris Liese, and 
son. 

We would also like 
to thank all parade 
participants, including 
the royalty of other Di-
amondhead Krewes. 
Your creativity and en-

thusiasm were essen-
tial to the parade’s suc-
cess. 

Lastly, the Krewe of 
Diamondhead would 
like to thank every-
one who attended and 
supported this fami-
ly-friendly parade. We 
strive to improve each 
year, and your partic-
ipation is invaluable. 
Next year’s Mardi Gras 
Parade will take place 
on February 6, 2027. 

For information on 
joining the Krewe of Di-
amondhead, please vis-
it our public Facebook 
page or contact our 
Membership Director, 
Dana Wair, at sedonad-
ana@gmail.com. June 
2026 marks our 52nd 
Mardi Gras season. 

We look forward to 
seeing you again next 
season!

Krewe of Diamondhead Gives out a huge Thank You!

PHOTO PROVIDED BY TOM 
AND SARAH PHOTOGRAPHY

Ali’I Ho Nua Harold 
Manning and Diamond-
head Mayor, Anna 
Liese 

PHOTO PROVIDED BY TOM AND SARAH PHOTOGRAPHY 
Ali’I Ho Nua, Harold Manning and Queen Teresa 
Manning

PHOTO PROVIDED BY TOM AND SARAH PHOTOGRAPHY

The City of Diamondhead Mayor and Parade Mar-
shal, Anna Liese and her son.
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A Message from 

Chris Altese,
D i r e c to r  o f  G o l f

The azaleas are blooming and we 
all know what that means…Spring 
has sprung here in Diamondhead!  
Despite a recent cool down, our golf 
courses are greening up.   We are 
lucky to call Diamondhead home.
With warmer temperatures here, 

please expect the golf courses to have 
more play from members and guests.  
Also, as property owners and annual 
golf members you are able to make 
your golf reservations online up to 
30 days in advance.  Be sure to make 
your golf reservations at...www.The-
ClubatDiamondhead.com.
The Jack O’Neill Junior Cham-

pionship was contested February 
28-March 1 on the Pine.  As we have 

seen before, these junior golfers are 
all so well mannered and talented.  
It was a joy to host this event hon-
oring Jack O’Neill and promoting his 
love for junior golf.  Congratulations 
to all of the players and especially 
our champions… Boys Overall - Will 
Cooley, Boys 16-18 - Will Cooley, 
Boys 14-15 - Nolan Osborne, Boys 12-
13 - Alec Dier, Girls Overall - Addi-
son Hammett, Girls 16-18 - Macken-
zie Smith, and Girls 14-15 - Addison 
Hammett.
Spring is time for The Masters!  With 

that be sure to check out our Wednes-
day Before The Masters Golf Classic.  
This event is something new that we 
believe all will enjoy.  Three ways to 
win…individual gross score, individ-
ual gross score on our 9 par 3 holes 
set up exclusively for this event, and 
individual gross score added to your 

pro’s score (pick a pro for the Masters 
final round.)   We are even doing a 
Masters themed lunch prior to play.  
Don’t miss this!
Spring is also time for the Big Ka-

huna Golf Challenge!   The Club at 
Diamondhead is excited about our 
upcoming Big Kahuna Golf Chal-
lenge.   This is a “must play” event.  
Great golf, great food, and great par-
ties.  Both Friday night and Saturday 
are going to be amazing fun.   As of 
this writing, the field is almost full.  
Registrations are coming in fast.   A 
little history, Don Smith was instru-
mental in starting the Big Kahuna 
Golf Challenge over 20 years ago.  
On Friday, the dinner will feature 
live entertainment in the ball room 
for participants and then all will roll 
into Latitude 30 to enjoy the band 
performing the remainder of the eve-

ning.  The Marine Corps League will 
be charity again this year.   The Ma-
rine Corps League is helping many 
of our veterans through funds raised 
through this event.   Even if you are 
not playing, stop by The Club over the 
weekend to check out the incredible 
auction items and other fundraisers.  
We expect a tremendous turnout!
The Ladies’ and Men’s Malahini 

Member-Guest events are almost 
here.   Be sure you understand the 
eligibility requirements for club net 
events…You must have a current 
WHS/GHIN handicap index and a 
minimum of six (6) 18-hole scores, 
or equivalent, posted within 90 days 
of the event start date at the time 
of turning in your registration form 
and payment.  As part of the efforts 
to maintain and properly utilize the 
World Handicap System/GHIN at 
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The Club at Diamondhead for our 
members, we have implemented this 
eligibility requirement in club events 
based on net scores or pre-flighted 
based on handicap/handicap index.
Our 29th annual Sweetheart Scram-

ble was held on Sunday, February 
16th, and as usual we had a really 
fun event. Congratulations to our 
winners…

Championship Flight –
1st place…Paige Spears/Dwain Strickland
First Flight –
1st place…Jan Hursey/Barry Lacy & Diane 
Jones/Kevin West & Lisa Scott/Earl Scott & 
Elaine Ledet/Mike Ledet
Second Flight –
1st place…Trish Mathias/Rick Goldstein
Third Flight –
1st place…Marilyn Galus/Don Thibo-
deaux

Did you know that we can fit you for 
almost any brand of golf clubs right 
here at The Club at Diamondhead?  
This is part of the services that are 
available to all of our golfers.  Say you 
don’t golf...you don’t have to miss out 
on all of the fun.  The Golf Academy 
at Diamondhead can get you enjoying 
the game of golf in no time.  Golf in-
struction is available for all levels of 
play and especially beginners.   Stop 
by and give it a swing!  We guarantee 
that you will be glad you did.
Cart path only days, as much as we 

all dislike them, are required from 
time to time to protect our golf courses 
from damage.  When cart path only, 
all golf carts, including those with 
handicaps, must remain on the cart 
path the entire time.  Players should 
use extreme caution when passing 
another golf cart so not to damage 
the golf course when doing so.  If you 
must pass, wait for a high and dry 
opportunity as well as being sure to 
pass toward the outside edge of the 
golf course (not on the tee, fairway, 
or green side).   Also, when we are 
able to operate as 90-degree cart rule 
we ask for all golf carts to remain a 

minimum of 30 yards away from the 
edge of the green and always return 
to the cart path side of the green.  We 
appreciate your cooperation.

Upcoming Events…
  4/3 
• XXIO Fitting Day
  4/6    
• LHSAA Louisiana High School Invita-
tional
  4/10-4/12
• Big Kahuna Golf Challenge
  4/18-4/19 
• Gulf Coast Slavic Chase
  4/22
• TaylorMade Fitting Experience
  4/22-4/23 
• Ladies’ Malahini Member-Guest
  4/24
• PRCC Alumni Golf Event
  4/25
• Hancock Football Booster Golf Event
  4/26 
• Most Holy Trinity Golf Event
  4/27-4/28
• Maintenance – Fertilizer Truck
  4/29
• Gulf Coast Seabee Golf Invitational
  4/29
• Mizuno Fitting Day
  5/1
• FBC Fundraiser Event
  5/2 
• Jackson State Alumni Golf Classic
  5/3
• US Kids Gulf Coast Local Tour
  5/15-5/17 
• Malahini Member-Guest
  5/21
• Diamonds in the Rough Ladie
   Invitational

Other Important Dates…
  6/5-6/7
• Hawaiian Mixed Couples Invitational
  7/4-7/5
• Magnolia Classic
  9/11-9/13
• Member-Member
  10/2-10/4 
• Diamondhead CP Four Ball

  10/10 
• Wheel of Misfortune
  10/17  
• Fall Festival Scramble
  10/24-10/25
• The Shaka Club Championship
  11/28
• The Gobbler                                    
Golfers…are you doing your part?  

It’s your course too so let’s all do our 
part.   Fill your divot and then two 
more.   Repair your ball mark and 

then two more.  They don’t even have 
to be yours!  We look forward to see-
ing you “PLAY MORE GOLF.”  Let’s 
all get out and enjoy our beautiful 
golf courses and practice facilities.  
As always, let us know how we can 
help.

DWGAN
4By Brigitte Becker

Spring may have sprung early for 
the DWGAN with playable weather 
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for our February and March games.  
On February 17 a sea of purple, gold 
and green could be witnessed on 
Mardi Gras as 29 DWGAN members 
arrived to play our special game on 
the Pine course.  In celebration of the 
day, the women were divided into 
10 teams, each player representing 
either a Jester, Mask or Beads de-
pending on their status of A, B or C 
player.  Two net scores were taken 
on each hole…the twist being that 
you did not know if your score count-
ed until you arrived at the next hole 
where a placard was placed at the 
tee box with a picture of two of the 
three characters. There was a tie for 
first place, with each team netting a 
71, but the scorecard playoff deter-
mined the winning team of Shannon 
Church, Cathy Gesell and Pauline 
Singer.  Second place team included 
Margie Pittman, Kathy Jones and 
Jan Brignac.  Betsy Lyons, Kathy 
Pierson and Lisa Pretzell scored 
a 73 confirming them as 3rd place 
winners, while 4th place was taken 
by Toni Rossol, Margaret Sherwood 
and Elizabeth Messer with a score of 
76. Shoutout to Cathy Gesell for her 
Birdie on #6.
Colder weather and straight team 

times, which means a limited num-
ber of time slots, brought out a lesser 
number of players (16) for a Scram-
ble on February 24 on the front of the 
Cardinal. First place honors with a 
score of 38 went to Therese Mauterer, 
Pattie Blackwood and Jan Brignac. 
The 2nd Place team scored a 40 and 
was comprised of Toni Rossol, Nan-
cy Barker and Elizabeth Messer and 
the 3rd Place team included Shannon 
Church and Dawn Cason shooting a 
42.  Shoutout to Judy Sonntag for her 
Birdie on #4. 
On March 3 we held our Founders 

Day Tournament. The DWGAN is 46 
years old, being founded in January 
of 1980. We celebrated this day with 
37 members, believed to be the larg-
est group in the tournament’s his-

tory, divided into 3 Flights playing 
on the back of the Pine (ugh).  The 
winners in each Flight achieve the 
honor of having their name inscribed 
on a plaque that can be located in 
the trophy case in Latitude 30.  The 
winner of the 1st Flight was Kathy 
Jones with a net score of 32. Kathy 
won a scorecard playoff against Judy 
Sonntag, who placed second. Third 
place went to Susie Fontenot with a 
net score of 33 and Therese Mauterer 
placed 4th with a 35.  The 2nd Flight 
winner was Margaret Sherwood, 
who scored a net 30; Bery Laird and 
Nancy Sislow both scored a 31, with 
Beryl winning the scorecard playoff 
placing Nancy in 3rd and MaryAnn 
Stromeyer placed 4th with a score of 
33.  In Flight 3, Lisa Pretzello won 
1st place netting 30, Dinah Knobloch 
and Dawn Cason tied with a score of 
34, but Dinah won the playoff placing 
her 2nd and Dawn 3rd.  Pat Vander-
vort achieved 4th place with a score of 
38.  Closest to the Pin on #13 in order 
of 1st-3rd Flight include Susie Fon-
tenot, Margaret Sherwood and Lisa 
Pretzello.  Low Putts, again in order 
of flights included Toni Rossol (14), 
Beryl Laird ((15) and Pattie Black-
wood (18). Birdies were achieved by 
Susan Fontenot and Nancy Sislow, 
both on Hole #13 and Betsy Lyons got 
a Birdie on #14.  Beryl Laird man-
aged a chip in on #17, believed to be 
why she was able to win low putts. 
A Net Trophy Day was played on 

March 10 with 24 ladies willing to 
compete on the front of the Pine for 
those Pro Shop Dollars. First Place 
in the 1st Flight was Cheryl Saak, 

netting a 33, Kathy Jones and Judy 
Tauzin tied for second with a net 
score of 35, but Kathy Jones won 
the scorecard playoff placing Judy in 
3rd place.  Second Flight winner was 
Brigitte Becker netting a 37. Beryl 
Laird and Janice Murray tied for sec-
ond with a net score of 38, but Beryl 
won the scorecard playoff, placing 
her in 2nd and Janice in 3rd place. 
Flight Three 1st place winner was 

Monica Jordan, who also tied with 
Mary Murray each netting a 34, but 
Monica won the playoff. Mary took 
2nd Place and Lisa Pretzello netted 
a 38 and 3rd Place.  The Closest to 
the Pin winners on #6 were awarded 
cash prizes, each taking home $7.  In 
order of Flights, 1-3, included Judy 
Tauzin, Brigitte Becker and Dawn 
Cason.  Low Putt winners in order 
of Flights Toni Rossol (14), Janice 
Murray and Nancy Sislow tied in the 
2nd Flight both having 15 putts and 
splitting the $7; and Mary Murray 
winning 3rd Flight with an impres-
sive 12 putts.
And ladies (and guys reading this 

article) remember what Bobby Jones 
said, “you swing your best when 
you have the fewest things to think 
about”.  Ciao, until next month.

DWGAN participants in the Founders Day Tournament

• SPORTS 
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DIAMONDHEAD MEN’S 
GOLF ASSOCIATION 

(DMGA)
4By Jan Vest

February 2026 Results Story
February at The Cardinal Course 

proved once again that golf is a sport 
where skill, luck, and selective mem-
ory all play equal roles. The DMGA 
faithful showed up in good numbers 
through the month, chasing birdies, 
dodging bunkers, and occasional-
ly blaming the greens, the wind, or 
their playing partners.
February 4 – Low Scores and Close 

Calls
The month started with an ABCD 

team event where the magic number 
was 194. Four players tied for the 
top spot with that number: Michael 
Galvin, Neal Ricker, Alan Cason, and 
Dennis Tauzin. Each walked away 
with $15 and the satisfaction of tell-
ing their partners they ‘carried the 
team.’
Close behind at 195 were Billy 

Stroud, Kevin West, Tom Woolbright, 
and Arthur Burgoyne. Everyone else 
finished at 199 and began immedi-
ately recalculating their handicaps.
Closest‑to‑the‑Pin honors included 

Neal Ricker, who decided one wasn’t 
enough and won TWO CTPs (#4 at 
7’3” and #17 at 18’3”). Billy Stroud 
stuck it to 5’8” on #7, while Todd Co-
bena found the dance floor on #13 at 
10 feet.
February 18 – The ‘Mixed Bag’ Tour-

nament
The February 18 event lived up to 

its name: a Mixed Bag. Dave Wright 
and Brian Brown led the scoring at 
–13, proving once again that when 
your putter behaves, life is good.
Tommy Murphy and David Barbato 

finished at –11, while George Thibo-
deaux posted –10 and quietly walked 
to the payout table.
CTP honors featured a laser show: 

George Thibodeaux (#4) at 1’9”, Bil-
ly Stroud (#7) at 8’6”, Brian Brignac 

(#13) at 3’9”, and Darren Rapert (#17) 
at 10’8”. Several witnesses confirmed 
that at least two of these shots were 
actually intended to land that close.
February 25 – Late Month Surge
The final event of the month saw 

Tom Woolbright’s team leading with 
a strong showing. John Bunce’s group 
posted a tournament low of –25, with 
Randy Dake’s team close behind at 
–19.
Individual payouts went to Tom 

Woolbright, Alan Cason, Dennis 
Laumann, and John McLaughlin at 
the top tier. The next tier included 
Val Miller, Dennis Tauzin, and Bill 
Merna.
Closest‑to‑the‑Pin winners were 

Mike Zeringue (#2) at 8’8”, Kevin 
Huskins (#6) with a shot just 10 inch-
es away, Steve Garcia (#13) at 3’10”, 
and Tommy Murphy on #15 at 2’10”.
CTP Season Leaders Through Feb-

ruary
Through February 25, the early CTP 

leaderboard shows Art Burgoyne 
leading with $42 from two wins. Dave 
Wright ($40) and George Thibodeaux 
($36) are right behind. Billy Stroud 
and Neal Ricker have also been fre-
quent visitors to the CTP circle.
As for the rest of the field, many 

players—including several respect-
able golfers—remain stuck at $0 in 
the standings. As one member noted: 
‘I’m consistently close… just never 
the closest.’
Final Thoughts
February proved again that the 

DMGA is not just about golf—it’s 
about camaraderie, friendly competi-
tion, and the weekly hope that THIS 
will be the round where everything 
comes together. Sometimes it does. 
More often it doesn’t. But either way, 
there is always next Wednesday.
Good luck to everyone in March. 

May your drives be long, your putts 
be straight, and your excuses be 
ready. DWGA

4By Colleen Jones

The weather has gotten better so 
we were able to play three weeks in 
February. February 12th we played 
Blind Draw on the Cardinal Course. 
First Flight had a three way tie for 
first place. The tie was between Liz 
Bell, Liz Austin and Tiffany Webb. 
Second Flight winner was Pat Ellis 
and second place was Colleen Jones. 
Third Flight winner was Judy Tauz-
in and second place was Joanne fried. 
Closest to the pin winners were Liz 
Bell on hole #4, #7 & #17 Colleen 
Jones was able to beat her on hole 
#13. Liz Bell had a birdie and Carol 
Kirschenbaum had a chip-in.

February 19th we played Modified 
Stableford Points on the Pine Course. 
First Flight winner was Mary Lou 
Czaplicki, second place was Colleen 
Jones and third place was Jeanne 
Hudgins. Second Flight winner was 

Judy Tauzin, second place was Jo-
anne Fried and third place was Ter-
rie Garrett. Closest to the pin win-
ners were Liz Bell on hole #2 and #6, 
Anne Payne on hole #13 and Terrie 
Garrett on hole #15. Liz Bell had a 
birdie and Mary Lou Czaplicki had a 
chip-in.

Blind Draw winners - Liz Bell, Tiffa-
ny Webb, Liz Austin, Colleen Jones, 
Joanne Fried, Judy Tauzin
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February 26th we 
played Odd holes on 
front, Even hole on back 
on the Cardinal Course. 
The First Flight had a 

tie for first 
place be-

tween Margie James 
and Bet Bowen. Sec-
ond Flight winner was 
Judith Sonntag and 

second place was Mary 
Lou Czaplicki. Third 
Flight had a tie for first 
place between Denise 
Bergeron and Brigitte 
Becker. Closest to the 

pin winners were Liz 
Bell on hole #4 and #7, 
Denise Bergeron on 
hole #13 and Cassandra 
Godbold on hole #17. 
Birdies were had by Bet 

Bowen, Liz Bell, Terri 
Woolbright and Cas-
sandra Godbold. Chip-
Ins were had by Marta 
Wald, Bet Bowen and 
Brigitte Becker.

Stableford Points winners - Jeanne 
Hudgins, Colleen Jones, Mary Lou 
Czaplicki, Judy Tauzin, Joanne 
Fried, Terrie Garrett

Odd/Even winners - Bet Bowen, 
Margie James, Judy Sonntag, Bri-
gitte Becker 
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