
       FEBRUARY 2026 				                       www.diamondheadms.org			                                   VOL. 44, NO. 2       

4By Nancy Sislow
    Board President
We accomplished something 

special in 2025!!!
The Deeds of Dedication to 

transfer the athletic fields 
at Noma Drive, playgrounds 
and ballfields at East Rec, the 
Twin Lakes recreation area, 
the Community Center with 
adjacent parking, the pub-
lic works maintenance yard, 
Airstrip and the stormwater 
drainage lots, were approved 
and signed at a Special Called 
Meeting of the Board of Di-
rectors on Monday, Decem-
ber 29, 2025 after the same 
action was taken the same 
day by the Diamondhead 
City Council.   The Deeds out-
lined all conditions (parking 
at the amenities, properties 
remaining available to the 
public, maintaining the use 
for the same or similar pur-
pose at the same standard as 
currently operated, leasing 
portions of the public works 
yard for a nominal fee to the 
POA, and assisting with legal 
fees) that were required for 
each amenity.  Because Pres-
ident Sislow was out of town 
on that date, the POA Board 
formally approved Vice Pres-
ident Giarrusso to sign the 
Deeds.  They were recorded 
with the Hancock County 
Chancery Clerk on December 
30, 2025.  
The Board, working with the 

City Council, is very proud 
that this was accomplished 
by the end of the year.   It took 
persistence and dedication 
by all involved. A big shout-
out is due to Diamondhead 
City Mayor Anna Liese, City 
Council Members Gerard 
Maher, Shane Finley, Ricky 
Sheppard, Jesse Harwood, 
and Austin Clark; City Man-
ager Jon McCraw and City 
Counsel Derek Cusik; and to 
the Property Owners Associ-
ation Board President Nancy 
Sislow, Vice President Trey 
Giarrusso, Treasurer Brice 
Howard (and former Trea-
surer Bill Blackwood), Secre-
tary Pat Burgoyne, Ex Officio 
Gary Becker, and Directors 
Ken Griffey, Ronald LaFon-
taine, Ernest Lee, Stewart 
Nutting, Bob Pineau, and 
Michael Tubbs; POA General 
Manager Rick Goldstein and 
Legal Counsels Rick Tuberti-
ni and Eric Granberry.           
A Special Meeting of the 

Board was held on Janu-
ary 13, 2026 to continue the 
study of the financial position 
of the organization and to be-
gin the process to determine 
a viable way to support the 
Golf Courses and associated 
services, the County Club 
building and grounds (pool, 
walking trail and tennis/pick-
leball courts), the marina and 
3 pools throughout the com-
munity.  Our legal counsel, as 

requested, has provided one 
solution to manage these re-
maining amenities and that 
recommendation was consid-
ered at the meeting.  There is 
much work to be done to de-
termine where to go and how 
to get there while continuing 
to maintain the remaining 
amenities in the best condi-
tion we can afford. 
At the same special meet-

ing, during our discussion of 
the financial challenges for 
2026, the Board authorized 
the GM to explore the sale of 
the Tennis Club to a Tennis 
professional with conditions 
that the office space be leased 
to the purchaser, and that 
deed restrictions ensure that 
it remain as a tennis facility 
including the right of first re-
fusal by the POA, if the pur-
chaser ever offers the tennis 
club for sale.  A sale could 
assist the POA with its finan-
cial deficits while assuring a 
tennis presence in Diamond-
head and benefitting current 
members of the tennis club.  
The GM also reported ad-

justments in the 2026 bud-
get that were made based on 
the transfer of amenities and 
these adjustments will help 
with our financial position. 
These adjustments include 
a reduction in expenses for 
taxes, insurance, and main-
tenance/repairs.   Additional-
ly, cost-saving changes made 

in 2025 have helped reduce 
expenses for 2026, including 
measured liquor pours, im-
proved inventory control, ad-
justed processes for the serv-
ers at The Club, as well as 
right-sizing staffing through-
out the organization.
Challenging times are 

ahead.  Your support and 
understanding will help us 
prevail so the goal of a won-
derful Diamondhead can be 
achieved.
The Board of Directors 

thank you for the opportunity 
to serve this Association and 
its amenities.
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• COMMUNITY

By Savannah Stewart

Happy February! We hope the new 
year has been treating you well and 
that you’re enjoying the fun and festiv-
ities of Mardi Gras season. It’s already 
been an exciting start to 2026 at the li-
brary—we recently wrapped up HOME 
GROWN: A Storied Exchange, which 
had a wonderful turnout. 

A huge thank-you to everyone who 
volunteered, attended, and shared 
their talents on our panels alongside 
such incredible authors!

A few quick housekeeping notes: all 
five branches of the Hancock County 
Library System will be closed on Mon-
day, February 16, for Presidents’ Day, 
and Tuesday, February 17, for Mardi 
Gras. We’re also thrilled to share that 
The Second Line, our new used book-
store inside the Bay St. Louis Public Li-
brary, will be opening later this month! 
Thank you to everyone who participat-
ed in voting for the bookstore’s name. 
Every purchase directly supports the 
Library Foundation, which plays an es-

sential role in keeping all five branches 
thriving. Be sure to follow the library 
on social media for updates on the offi-
cial opening date and hours.

Our weekly sewing class has been 
reimagined into a fun, skill-building 
series designed to help participants 
grow their confidence one project at a 
time. 

In the first five-class series, students 
create an apron from start to finish. Af-
ter completing that series, they may 
register for a second set of classes fo-
cused on sewing a bag, followed by a 
third and final series where students 
make a project pouch. Participants 
are asked to cover the cost of materi-
als, which will never exceed $20 per 
series. Materials are provided by the 
instructor, Paula Kirk, and payment is 
due to her at the first class. Because we 
have a limited number of sewing ma-
chines and instructors, class sizes are 
intentionally small, and registration is 
required. Currently, both our daytime 
and evening classes are full, but you’re 
welcome to ask a staff member or the 

instructor about joining the waitlist for 
the next session.

Now for our regular programming! 
Join us every Monday from 10:30–
11:30 a.m. for story time and crafts. 

Story time is a wonderful way to 
support early literacy and social de-
velopment in young children, and we’d 
love to see you there. This month, 
Painting with Elen will take place on 
February 2nd from 1-2pm and 2:15-
3:15pm. Please register through the 
library’s website. Elen also leads Con-
versations in Spanish every Thursday 
from 2–3 p.m.

Strength and Flexibility meets ev-
ery Friday from 10 a.m.–12 p.m. This 

instructor-led, seated fitness class is 
perfect for older adults or patrons with 
disabilities who are looking for gentle 
movement and stretching. Please re-
member to bring water and wear com-
fortable clothing. Later on Fridays, 
from 1–3 p.m., we host Crafts and 
Conversation—a relaxed, come-and-
go gathering where participants are 
welcome to bring their own projects 
and enjoy crafting alongside fellow 
creatives. This is an informal program 
with no instruction, just good company 
and conversation.

We can’t wait to see you at the li-
brary this month!

East Hancock Library System

By Mary Gobert

Well, January is al-
ready outta here. That 
was a quick start to 
2026, but Senior Village 
is ready to celebrate all 
things February! Come 
try an activity, listen 
to a speaker, or go on a 
field trip with us. Bring 
a friend for double the 
fun. Senior Village 
meets on Tuesdays at 
10 across the street from 
the Woodland Village 
Nursing Home. Every-
thing at Senior Village is 
free of charge to every-
one. Here’s the February 
lineup.

Tuesday, February 

3--Bunco, a huge hit 
at the January meet-
ing, will be from 10-12, 
Lunch Bunch at 12. 
Lunch Bunch is an op-
tional visit to a local 
restaurant, Dutch Treat.

Lagniappe! Wednes-
day, February 4--Field 
Trip! We will meet at Se-
nior Village at 12:45 to 
carpool to Bay St. Louis 
for a presenttion at the 
Hancock County Histor-
ical Society.

Tuesday, February 
10--Bingo at 10. Priz-
es and fun! At 11 we’ll 
have our monthly visit 
from Gloria, the SMPDD 
rep, to explain general 
Medicare information 
and precautions against 

Medicare fraud.
Tuesday, February 

17, Bob and Barb sing-
ing oldies at 10. At 11, 
we’ll celebrate February 
birthdays and Mardi 
Gras. I see King Cake in 
your future!!

Tuesday, February 
24--At 10, Mayor Anna 
Liese and City Manager 
Jon McCraw will speak 
about current city proj-
ects, their costs, funding 
sources, and timelines. 
This will be followed 
by a general Q&A from 
the audience. Come be 
a part of this very infor-
mative meeting! 

Remember, it takes a 
(senior) village!   

Diamondhead Senior Village
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• CHURCHES
ST. THOMAS 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
5303 Diamondhead Circle
Diamondhead, MS 39525-3203
(228) 255-9213
mail@stthomasdiamondhead.
org
WORSHIP TIMES
Sunday 9:00 am Holy Eucharist 
followed by Hospitality Hour
Wednesday prayer service and 
potluck dinner 5:30pm weekly
St. Thomas is partnering with 
Hancock Excel by 5 to offer 
“Baby & Me 1, 2, 3!” This free 
and engaging program is for 
children aged from newborn to 
2 years old and their mom, dad, 
grandparents, and caregiver. 
The activities include informa-
tion on milestones, playtime, and 
family chat time.
The program is from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. on the first Saturday of the 
month from October-May. It is 
open to all!
DIAMONDHEAD
COMMUNITY CHURCH
5301 Diamondhead Circle
(288) 255-5556
dhcommunitychurch.org
Worship Service
Please join us on Sundays at 
10 am for worship services with 
Pastor Stan Van Den Berg.
Christian Education
We have Sunday school classes 
at 9 am for adults as well as chil-
dren (by age group).  In addition, 
Children’s Church is held during 
a portion of the worship hour.
Nursery Care
Nursery care is provided be-
tween 9 and 11 am.
Fellowship
All are welcome to join us for 
snacks and Christian fellowship 
at 11 am following the worship 
service.
Children’s Choir
Parents, we offer exciting oppor-
tunities for your children ages 
5-12 and 13-17 to participate in 
our youth choirs.
Pre-School
Little School is still taking 2025-
2026 registration. Little School 
hours are 8 am-12pm
Mon – Fri. We still have a few 
sports open.
DIAMONDHEAD
METHODIST CHURCH
A GLOBAL 
METHODIST CHURCH
5305 Noma Drive
Diamondhead, MS 39525
Office: 228-255-6888
Sunday Worship Service: 10: 
a.m. 
Meet and Greet Sunday: 9:30 to 

9:55 a.m.
“Greetings! in the name of our 
Lord Jesus the Christ!  We wel-
come all who are new or looking 
for a dynamic worship experi-
ence.  
Our new pastor, Reverend Shel-
ley Hill is here and we are de-
lighted with the wonderful things 
happening through the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit.
We welcome and encourage ev-
eryone regardless of current or 
former denominational involve-
ment, hazed or inflicted upon by 
Past “Christian”   association or 
even socially shunned.   We are 
a growing home of God to be 
shared by all who attend.   We 
currently meet for 2 women’s, 
2 men’s, 1 co-ed and multiple 
opportunities for gathering activ-
ities in His name throughout the 
week!
All meetings are here at the 
church.
email: office@diamondhead-
methodistchurch.org, Facebook:  
Diamondhead Methodist Church
Website: www.diamondhead-
methodistchurch.org (under con-
struction)
JACOB’S WELL 
BAPTIST CHURCH
29554 Vic Faye Road, Pass 
Christian, MS 39571; 
228-255-2555, 
jwbcadmin@icloud.com
Sundays: 
Worship = 8:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Bible study = 10 a.m.
Wednesdays: 
Fellowship meal, 5:45-6:20 p.m.
Adult & Youth Bible study, 6:30-
7:30 pm..
Children’s Awana Program, 
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Nursery care at all services
“Called to magnify God,  make 
disciples, and minister to people”
ANNUNCIATION 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5370 Kiln-DeLisle Rd. Kiln, MS 
39556 
(228)255-1800       www.annun-
ciationkiln.com
Masses: Saturday Vigil 4:00 
p.m.; Sunday 8:00 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m.; Weekday 8:00 a.m. 
(Chapel)
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday 3 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.; 
Sunday 9:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 
and other times by appointment.
Adoration: Tuesday 8:30 a.m. 
to 8:00 p.m.; Friday 8:30 a.m. to 
9:30 a.m.

LUTHERAN CHURCH
OF THE PINES 

309 Highway 90
Waveland, MS 39576
228-467-6771
Pastor Brock Cain
Services every Sunday morning 
are at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School for children and 
adults at 9:00 a.m.
Every Wed., we offer Bible 
study at 1 p.m. 
OLD TOWN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
PCUSA
114 Ulman Ave. 
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 
Pastor: Rev. Richard T. Gilles-
pie, Th.D. 
(256) 443-4100 
Worship, 10 a.m. 
Adult Sunday School, 9 a.m.
CENTRAL BIBLE CHURCH
You’re Invited to Join Us for Wor-
ship!
Central Bible Church in Bay St. 
Louis (across the highway from 
the BSL Post Office)...the home 
of The King’s Kitchen soup kitch-
en. Sundays at 9:30 AM for Sun-
day School and 11:00 AM for 
morning worship. Wednesdays 
at 6 PM for Youth services. 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Mike Ram-
sey, Th.D. 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Kyle 
Craig 
Outreach Pastor: Rev. Connie 
Lyons
Church Office: (228) 493-4796
“Where the Ministry of the Holy 
Spirit takes place under the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ to the 
glory of God the Father!”
The Church at 112
Romans 1:12 -- “When we get to-
gether, I want to encourage you 
in your faith, but I also want to be 
encouraged by yours.” (NLT)
17077 Kapalama Dr., Suite B
Pass Christian, MS 39571
Pastor: James Reardon 
Email: james@c112.org.
Our mission is to help encourage 
the people of Diamondhead and 
the surrounding areas towards 
faith in Christ. Our desire is to 
minister to both the unchurched 
(those with little or no church ex-
perience) and those we call the 
de-churched (individuals who 
have been hurt in the past or dis-
illusioned by the actions of some 
within a church setting). 
Join us in worship -- Sunday at 
10 a.m. 
We also extend an invitation for 
you to attend one or more of 
C 112’s monthly activities and 
events. We offer men’s, wom-
en’s and mixed small groups/Bi-
ble studies; children, youth, and 

family activities. Please check 
out C 112’s regularly updated 
Facebook page and our web-
site to find out the time, place 
and description of the events in 
which you are most interested.
Facebook: C112
Website: c112.org. 
Download C112 app: C112

MOST HOLY TRINITY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
9062 Kiln Delisle Road
Pass Christian, MS 39571
228-255-1294
Email: admin@mhtcatholic.org
Website: http://mhtcatholic.org
Mass Times:
Monday – Friday:  8:00 a.m.
Saturday: 4:00 & 6:00 p.m.
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m. & 
7:00 p.m. 
Greetings! Please join is for the 
following events. All are wel-

come!
We have an upcoming Power of 
the Eucharist Explained on Janu-
ary 24th from 8:30am to 3:00pm. 
Lunch served. We had an over-
whelming amount of people sign 
up and are booked. However, we 
do plan to have a 2nd Power of 
the Eucharist Explained coming 
soon. No cost.
Also, we have an Apologetic’s 
Retreat scheduled for Febru-
ary 28th from 8:30am-3:00pm. 
Please sign up. Informative dis-
cussions on the Catholic reli-
gion. Lunch served. No cost.
There will be a Ecumenical 
Prayer Service here at Most 
Holy Trinity on January 22nd at 
6:00pm.  All are invited to attend.
Our Family Life Ministry is hav-
ing a Teen Retreat on February 
21st at 8:00am. Please see at-
tached to the bulletin the Anchor 
Flyer and scan the code to sign 
up.
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PARTY BRIDGE CLUB

By Elise Breen
The date for our next 

monthly gathering to play 
Party Bridge will be Friday, 
February 27, in the Kanaka 
Room at the Diamondhead 
Country Club. Our arrival 
time is 9:15 and we will begin 
playing at 9:30. If you have 
any questions regarding the 
Party Bridge Club, please 
contact Barbara Gibbons 
at (228) 760-1112 or Elise 
Breen at (228) 342-1529. The 
winners in December were 
Kathryn Lewis in First Place, 
Elise Breen in Second Place, 
and Jerrie Guidroz in Third 
Place. Our Special Prize 
went to Lisa Wisniewski.                                  

Diamondhead 
Garden Club
By Gretchen 
Klinefelter

Love for spring garden-
ing is in the air this Febru-
ary. Early bird songs are a 
chorus for our mornings.  A 
shift in light is happening, 
bringing us longer days and 
later sunsets. The dormant 
grass now shows whispers of 
green. All subtle signs that 
South Mississippi’s spring 
awakening is here. An event 
club members look forward 
to each spring is our district 
meeting with The Spanish 
Trail Garden Club in South 
Mississippi. This district 
meeting brings together 
more than twenty garden 
clubs, all located close to or 
along the Gulf Coast. Named 
for the “Old Spanish Trail” 
which was one of the first 
continuous highways in the 
United States established 
in the 1920’s. The route fol-
lowed what is now largely 
U.S. Highway 90, instrumen-

tal in shaping South Missis-
sippi’s development, and our 
district garden club’s name 
honors this historical con-
nectivity. The Spanish Trail 
Garden Club comes together 
for educational workshops, 
guest speakers, and fellow-
ship. These meetings provide 
Information that support the 
vision and goals of Garden 
Clubs of Mississippi, Inc. 
along with National Garden 
Clubs, Inc.

Diamondhead Garden 
Club aims to keep our com-
munity a bird sanctuary. 
Our bird committee works 
to achieve this goal.  Club 
members are fortunate to 
learn from our committee 
chair, Mrs. Judy Lee.  She 
is well versed in birds, from 
our native Mississippi nest-
ers to winged visitors pass-
ing through. One of her 
passion projects that many 
club members also partic-
ipate in is an annual bird 
count.  We encourage you to 
mark your calendars for The 
Great Backyard Bird Count, 
scheduled for February 13-
16, 2026. To participate, log 
in: BirdCount.org.  This will 
bring you to the official page. 
Scroll down and click on the 
tab, “Learn How to Partic-
ipate.”  Then follow three 
steps listed that will allow 
you to be a part of this glob-
al event. This bird count is 
co-sponsored by the Audubon 
Society and the Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology and is an an-
nual event designed to con-
nect us with our feathered 
friends and monitor their 
numbers and habits. Simple 
enough for everyone to par-
ticipate, and fun too. Mrs. 
Lee encourages community 
members to add the Merlin 

Bird ID app to their phones. 
It is free and a fantastic way 
to track birds anywhere  you 
go. Once you begin using this 
app, you will likely find your-
self using it time and time 
again. If you are a birdwatch-
er, like so many of us, Mrs. 
Lee also recommends the 
book, Peterson Field Guide to 
Birds of North America, writ-
ten by Roger Tory Peterson. 
The book provides concise, 
accurate information about 
birds. The detailed illustra-
tions are ideal for quick iden-
tification.

In January, we were for-
tunate to have Mrs. Connie 

Harper join us as our guest 
speaker.  Mrs. Harper in-
structed us on the wonder-
ful world of daylilies, shar-
ing her expert knowledge on 
these beautiful and resilient 
flowers.  She explained that 
daylilies are easy to grow 
and bring vibrant color to our 
garden. 

Diamondhead Gar-
den Club meets the third 
Wednesday of each month 
at Diamondhead Communi-
ty Church in the Activities 
Room.  We hope you will join 
us Wednesday, February 18 
for our next meeting, as we 
welcome Miss Rachel Bond, 

from Pine Hills Nursery.  
Miss Bond’s focus will be con-
tainer planting. We look for-
ward to gaining insight from 
her demonstrations.  Club so-
cial time begins at 9:30 a.m. 
with our meeting to follow at 
10:00 a.m.  All Diamondhead 
residents are welcome.

The late winter garden 
calls for new tasks. February 
gardeners it’s time to plant 
your cold weather vegeta-
bles, such as broccoli, cauli-
flower, kale, carrots, radish-
es and eggplant. This is the 
ideal window for planting 
violets, crocus, early daffo-
dils and hyacinth. Consider 
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buying new plants that you 
have not tried before.  Prune 
your crepe myrtles the last 
week in February, as it’s still 
the dormant season, allowing 
you to remove dead or dam-
aged branches and shape the 
tree before new growth be-
gins in spring. This will en-
courage vigorous new growth 
and much more blooms for 
your crepe myrtle. 

Don’t forget to check out 
our ‘Live Oak Tree’ ad follow-
ing this article.

February’s quote: 
Gardens are a form of au-

tobiography.   Sydney Eddi-
son

One of the foremost proj-
ects of Diamondhead Gar-
den Club is to record qual-
ified Live Oaks Trees with 
Hancock County Historical 
Society. In December 2020, 
Diamondhead Mayor and the 
City Council signed a procla-
mation designating the City 
of Diamondhead as a Live 
Oak Tree City in Mississip-
pi.  Diamondhead Garden 
Club is looking for Live Oak 
Trees in our community that 
are 100 years in age or older.  
Not sure of your tree’s age?  
A Garden Club volunteer 
would be happy to assist you 
in determining that informa-
tion. If your tree meets the 
specifications, we can help 
you register your tree with 
Hancock County Historical 

Society and provide you with 
a certificate and a plaque for 
the tree that denotes the reg-
istered name you choose as 
well it’s age. 

Some historic Live Oaks 
fall just a bit short of these 
required measurements. We 
can still honor the signifi-
cance of your tree. Your Live 
Oak would be ‘recognized.’  
The owner of a recognized 
Live Oak would receive a 
certificate and a tree plaque. 
This also provides that your 
tree is on track for certifica-
tion. 

Diamondhead is fortu-
nate to have an abundance 
of Southern Live Oak trees.  
Please help us honor these 
majestic trees!

Contact: jmfavaloro@ya-
hoo.com; g.klinefelter@ya-
hoo.com 

Thursday Morning 
Line Dancers

By Molly Kooney
Lessons and dancing, 

led by Molly, will be held 
from 10:00 - 11:00 am on 
THURSDAYS at the DIA-
MONDHEAD METHODIST 
CHURCH, 5305 Noma Drive.  
Across the street from City 
Hall. 

Please wear comfortable 
soft soled shoes. Great exer-
cise, great fun, $1 room rent-
al per person.

FOR DETAILS OR CAN-
CELLATIONS see our web 
site: https://sites.google.com/
site/getmoving12345678/

Mah Jongg Club
By Sandy Price

Hello everyone! We would 
like to invite you to play Mah 
Jongg with us - each Tuesday 
afternoon we play in a card 
room reserved for us at 1:30 

PM until 4:00 PM. It’s a fun 
time; we are not all that com-
petitive. Come watch us and 
learn with us and join the 
group. We usually go to Lati-
tude 30 for a beverage after-
wards until we adjourn until 
the following week. Please 
join us!!   Thanks,   Sandy 
Price 228-255-5457 or 228-
342-5217

Diamondhead 
Democrats, Progres-
sives, Independents 

Alliance (DDPIA)
By LeAndra 
Beckemeyer

  The February meeting 

of the Diamondhead Demo-
crats, Progressives, Indepen-
dents Alliance (DDPIA) will 
be on Thursday, February 
19 at St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church, 5303 Diamondhead 
Circle. (DDPIA is not affili-
ated with St. Thomas.) Reg-
istration and social time be-
gin at 10:00am followed by a 
guest speaker at 10:30. The 
business meeting follows the 
guest speaker. Past speakers 
include the Hancock County 
Library Director, the Han-
cock County Schools Superin-
tendent, mayoral candidates, 
the city manager, represen-

tatives from the Gulf Coast 
Mutual Aid Collective, the 
executive director of the Bi-
loxi Free Clinic, and various 
political candidates. Come 
join us for an informative 
time, as   well as mingling 
with a fun and interesting 
group of people.

Diamondhead 
Newcomers 

By Alison McCraw
The Diamondhead New-

comers Club rang in the New 
Year by getting wild! Mem-
bers and guests embraced 
the fun theme by dressing 
in animal prints while shar-
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ing laughter, wild stories, 
and great conversation over 
lunch.  January birthdays 
were celebrated, and some 
lucky ladies took home some 
festive door prizes. 

The club looks forward 
to its February meeting on 
Wednesday, February 11th 
at 11:30 a.m., which will fea-
ture a festive Mardi Gras 
celebration!  Attendees are 
encouraged to wear purple, 
green, and gold attire and get 
ready to second line in their 
favorite carnival garb! Lunch 
is $25 and dues are $20 for 
the year.  RSVP to newcom-
ersdiamondhead@gmail.com 
to secure your reservation.

Save the Date: Our March 
meeting will be held on 
March 11th at 11:30 a.m. 
The Newcomers look forward 
to welcoming Exit 16 for a 
Spring Fashion Show.

Whether you are new to 
Diamondhead or have lived 
here forever, we hope you will 
join us for some friendship, 
fun and a delicious lunch at 
The Club at Diamondhead. 
For more information, con-
tact Marilyn Lott at 601-528-
3336.

Diamondhead 
Women’s Club

By Robin B. Gaines
 Our January 7th “New 

Year, New Look” Fashion 
Show featuring Exit 16 and 
Sugar Magnolia was a great 
success.   We wish to thank 
our event organizer, June Ci-
olino, Allison Kingston of exit 
16,  Sarah Parrington of Lady 
Magnolia, and, of course, our 
lovely models, June Ciolino, 
Elaine LaFontaine, Barbara 
Quibodeaux, Allison Mono-
han, Teresa Manning, and 
Angela Campbell. Music 
was provided by Margaret 
Giarusso. Backstage assis-
tance was provided by Pat 
Burgoyne, Kate Burgoyne, 
Darlene Scalese, and Judith 
Brannon. 

Our February meeting 
will be “Women in Business”

April 14th Glitz plans are 
already in full swing.  Mem-
bers can purchase Glitz tick-
ets prior to the February 
meeting. Prize will be award-
ed for best group costume 
with a Glitz/Pink Hearts 

theme. This is one event you 
do not want to miss!! 

 April 1st is the deadline 
for Glitz donations.  PLEASE 
NOTE: No donations will be 
accepted for this year’s event 
after this deadline.

	 We strive, through 
diligence, hard work, creativ-
ity and friendship, to con-
tinue our efforts to ‘Support 
and Celebrate Women’. The 

objective of this club shall be 
to promote an informed and 
active interest in the civic, 
social and moral welfare of 
the community; to serve the 
community through the dedi-
cation of time and energy for 
worthy purposes; and to un-
dertake and complete one or 
more charitable, humanitar-
ian or social welfare projects 
each year.   

Our meetings (we do 
not meet in June, July, or 
August), are held the first 
Wednesday of each month 
from September to May, be-
ginning at 11:00 a.m. at the 
Diamondhead Country Club, 
Emerald Ballroom.   Mem-
bership is $20.00 and is open 
to all women.

Dates and times for up-
coming meeting, events and 

Diamondhead Newcomers

Diamondhead Newcomers
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fundraisers to be announced in up-
coming issues of this publication and 
you can follow us on Facebook.  

For more information about the 
Diamondhead Women’s Club or any 
of our events, please contact the 
DHWC President, Rachel Huskins @ 
(504) 400-3013.

DH Geaux 
Hiking Club

By Sheila 
Edwards

February is the month when the 
Chinese New Year, also known as 
the Spring Festival, is celebrated. So, 
even though Spring might not feel 
“right around the corner” here on the 
coast, we can look forward to longer 
days and warming temperatures as 
2026 unfolds. Our February hiking 
schedule is:

Thursday, February 5—Bayou 
Gardens, Lacombe, LA These gar-
dens are a hidden gem inside the 
Southeast Louisiana National Wild-
life Refuges Complex at 61389 High-
way 434 in Lacombe, with paths 
bordered by at least 400 varieties of 
camellias, as well as native azaleas. 
Meet at 9:00am at DH Country Club 
to form car pool. Leader: Betty Whit-
tington

Saturday, February 7--Regular-
ly-scheduled first of the month hike 
on Fountainebleau Trail, in Ocean 
Springs. This hike is sponsored by the 
Jackson County Recreation Depart-
ment, Mississippi Sandhill Crane 
Wildlife Refuge, and the Audubon 
Society and is led by an expert nat-
uralist. The hike meanders through 
the marsh and is ever-changing. 
Those who work and are not able to 
join some of our week-day hikes, will 
find this hike quite interesting and 
worth getting out of bed early on a 
Saturday AM. <grin> It will be fol-
lowed by lunch somewhere in or near 
Ocean Springs. Meet at the front of 
DH Golf Club parking lot a bit be-
fore 8:00am. Leave at 8:00am. Hike 
starts in Ocean Springs at 9:00am. 

Leader from Diamondhead to Ocean 
Springs: Sheila Edwards

Thursday, February 19--Shepard 
State Park has 395 acres abound-
ing with trees and wild flowers, and 
miles of bike and nature trails. The 
park is nestled in the heart of Sing-
ing River (Pascagoula River) country 
in Gautier, where legend has it that 
members of the Pascagoula Indian 
nation linked hands and walked into 
the Pascagoula River rather than be 
taken captive by hostile Indian tribes. 
The mournful death chant they sang 
as they walked earned the Pascagou-
la River the nickname “Singing Riv-
er”. Meet at 9:15am at the DH Coun-
try Club to form car pools. We’ll meet 
leader Debra James at the Park and 
lunch afterwards somewhere nearby. 

Our next planning meeting will 
be Tuesday, February 3, 2026, at 
6:00pm in the Kanaka room at the 
DH Country Club. Please come with 
ideas and suggestions for hiking ven-
ues during the month of March… the 
start of really good hiking weather.

PEO Chapter T
By Dinah Knobloch

Diamondhead Geaux Hiking Club

P.E.O. Chapter T welcomes the 
newest sister to our chapter. Tracey 
Garriga was initiated into our sis-
terhood and joins her new sisters 
in their effort to support women’s 
education through the Philanthrop-
ic Educational Organization Proj-
ects. The projects provide grants, 
scholarships, awards, loans , and 
owns and supports Cottey College. 
Pictured are Tracey and Chapter T 
officers.

The P.E.O. Sisters of Chapter T 
recently sponsored a Christmas 
party for the residents of Memori-
al Woodland Village Rehabilitation 
and Nursing Center in Diamond-
head. The sisters played left-right-
center and sang Christmas carols 
with the residents. Each resident 
received homemade treats and gift 
bags prepared by the sisters. The 
party was enjoyed by all!



FEBRUARY 2026 • 13DIAMONDHEAD NEWS



14 • FEBRUARY 2026 DIAMONDHEAD NEWS

• CLUBS
PEO Chapter U

By Kathryn Lewis

Chapter U PEO ( Philanthropic Education Organi-
zation) member Kathryn Lewis delivers the Chap-
ter Christmas donation of $ 555 to the Hancock 
Food Pantry. Accepting the donation for the Pan-
try is Jolyce Skinner.

Diamondhead PEO ( Philanthropic Education Or-
ganization) Chapter U celebrates Christmas , sis-
terhood and the Hancock Food Pantry with a $500 
donation. ( pictured are hostess’: Jeanne Helling, 
Pam Hense, Cheryl Doyle and Chapter President 
Teresa Manning.

Diamondhead PEO ( Philanthropic Education Or-
ganization) Chapter U   welcomes their newest 
member Debbie Sykes ( front row middle).  Sisters: 
back row: Leslie O’Neil, Barbie Quebedeaux, Elise 
Breen, Louann Cox, Mary Mizell, Kelly Kennedy 
and front row Teresa Manning, Debbie Sykes, and 
June Ciolina. 

The Club at Diamondhead 
Golf 

By Chris Altese, PGA 
Director of Golf

Great golf weather is headed our 
way.  Nice to see everyone so excited 
to be out on the golf course and enjoy-
ing the game.  Many new annual golf 
members are joining as well as long 
time annual golf members returning.  
By now, most regular golf members 
should have completed their annu-
al golf membership process.   Annu-
al members, please be sure to have 
your 2026 annual golf membership 
bag tag and cart decal visible when 
you play.   Bag tags and cart decals 
for any annual golf members paying 
monthly should be available now.  
Our annual golf membership is open 
for new members to join at any time.

Did you know?  In addition to Di-
amondhead POA Membership Dues, 
DPOA Members in good standing 
pay an additional ~$3,000 per year 
or more to join the annual golf mem-

bership at The Club at Diamondhead 
and receive unlimited golf on both 
of our championship golf courses.  
A wonderful program for those that 
indulge in the sport!   Even without 
an annual golf membership, DPOA 
Members in good standing also re-
ceive 10% off any non-sale apparel 
items in the Golf Shop, discounted 
daily golf rates, discounted golf rates 
for guests, 30 days advanced golf 
reservations, special pricing on golf 
instruction/lesson programs, 10% off 
Food and Beverage in Latitude 30 
Patio & Grill, priority entry on golf 
events, and more.   It pays to be a 
member!

With February and spring weath-
er comes the start of golf season for 
our golf guests and snowbird golf-
ers too!   Guest of members and our 
snowbird golfers many times become 
future annual golf members and Di-
amondhead residents.   It’s amazing 
to see how many of them fall in love 
with what Diamondhead has to offer 

• SPORTS
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Danielle Bigler, Office Manager
February Happenings: Let the Good Times Roll! Danielle 
Bigler, Club Office Manager
Happy Mardi Gras! While Fat Tuesday arrives a little ear-
ly this year, that just gives us more reason to celebrate all 
month long. February is packed with great food, lively mu-
sic, and weekly events that bring the spirit of New Orleans 
straight to our table. Whether you’re joining us for trivia, live 
music, or one of our delicious seasonal specials, we can’t wait 
to celebrate with you.
Weekly Events
Wednesdays: Wings & Trivia Midweek just got better!
•½ off bone-in wings and draft beer from 5:00 – 8:00 PM No 
substitutions. Dine-in only.
•Trivia Night with Zack from 6:30 – 8:00 PM Bring your 
team, test your knowledge, and enjoy some friendly compe-
tition.
Thursdays: Burger Night
•Burger, fries, and a draft beer for $12 Available 5:00 – 9:00 
PM No substitutions. Dine-in only.
Fridays: Live Music Nights Kick off the weekend with live 
music from 7:00 – 10:00 PM:
•February 6 – Razzoo
•February 13 – Short Circuit
•February 20 – Tease Me Band: Back to the 70’s Party!
•February 27 – Logtown Country Band
Saturday Live Music
•February 14 – Live on the patio with Silver City Band from 
2:00 – 5:00 PM, right after the Krewe of Diamondhead Pa-
rade. It’s the perfect way to keep the celebration going!
February Food Specials
Thursday Nights: New Orleans Plate A true taste of Mardi 
Gras featuring jambalaya, fried catfish, and bread for $22. 
Available 5:00 – 9:00 PM. Dine-in only.
Saturday Nights: Chef’s Special Indulge in Osso Bucco with 
saffron risotto and broccolini for $32. Available 5:00 – 9:00 
PM. Dine-in only.
Lent Special Available on Ash Wednesday and every Friday 
night during Lent: Fried catfish, oysters, shrimp, French 
fries, hushpuppies, and cole slaw for $26. Available 5:00 – 
9:00 PM. Dine-in only. No substitutions.
Special Events
Super Bowl Party
•February 8 Cheer on your team with us! Enjoy a Wings & 
Nacho Bar available until the game ends. Our regular menu 
will be available until 7:00 PM.
Valentine’s Dinner Special
•February 14 | 5:00 – 9:00 PM
•The Oak Room Celebrate Valentine’s Day with an elegant 
dinner for two featuring:

February 2026 Club News
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•Two 6-oz Filets
•Fingerling potatoes
•Creamy spinach
•Complimentary glass of cham-

pagne
$55 per person Reservations are 

required. Call 228-255-2918 ext. 
120 Dine-in only. No substitutions.
Back to the 70’s Party
Bourbon & Cigar Night
•
February 28 | 5:00 – 7:00 PM The 

Oak Room Patio Relax and unwind 
with a curated bourbon and cigar 
experience. $45 per person
Orin Swift Wine Pairing Dinner
•
February 28 | 6:30 PM The Oak 

Room Join us for an elegant eve-
ning of wine and fine dining fea-

turing the bold, distinctive wines of 
Orin Swift. A thoughtfully paired 
menu and unforgettable atmo-
sphere await.
Employee of the Month
We are proud to recognize Jeremy 

Jones as our February Employee of 
the Month! Jeremy’s dedication and 
attention to detail help make every 
guest experience special. When you 
join us for Sunday Brunch, be sure 
to say congratulations—he’s the 
one at our Carving Station!
From Mardi Gras flavors to live 

music and weekly favorites, Febru-
ary is full of reasons to stop by, re-
lax, and enjoy. Join us often, bring 
your friends, and let the good times 
roll all month long!

FEBRUARY 2026
CLUB NEWS  CONTINUED

and then make Diamondhead their 
new home.   As members, we are all 
ambassadors for our club.   Treat 
other golfers the way you would like 
to be treated at their golf course.  
Please show our guests and new 
members the hospitality Diamond-
head is known for.   With the begin-
ning of golf season, we need to expect 
an increase in golfers on the golf 
course.  Some of these golfers may be 
here for the first time.   During the 
months of February through May, 
annual golf members should expect 
a round of golf to take approximately 
4 hours and 15 minutes.  Golf guests 
typically do not play in under 4 hours 
for the following reasons…1) not as 
familiar with yardages and club se-
lection, 2) not as familiar with course 
layout in general, 3) not as familiar 
with greens, 4) use a slightly slower 
rental fleet golf cart, 5) taking in the 
new scenery, 6) enjoying the cama-
raderie and social side of the game, 
and 7) may stop at the turn briefly 
for a beverage or snack.  Thirteen to 
fifteen minutes per hole leads to 4 
hours and 15 minutes for an 18-hole 
round of golf.  If you encounter a se-
rious pace of play issue (over 2 hours 
for 9 holes), please contact the golf 
shop at (228) 255-3910 and our staff 
will do their very best to keep pace 
moving.   When you have a full golf 
course everyone is going to feel a lost 
ball search from the groups ahead of 
you.   Three and a half hour rounds 
may still happen but most likely 
will not be able to be maintained 
throughout peak season.  Thanks in 
advance for your understanding and 
cooperation!

We are now issuing handicap cart 
decals for 2026 for those individuals 
that qualify.  Please contact the Golf 
Shop for more information.  There is 
an application and verification pro-
cess that must be performed prior 
to annual golf members with private 
cart trail fees before a handicap cart 
decal will be issued.

Remember to post your scores to 

WHS/GHIN if you are interested 
in playing in the many great golf 
events that are available for you at 
The Club.  Golfers must have a cur-
rent WHS/GHIN handicap index and 
a minimum of six (6) 18-hole scores, 
or equivalent, posted within 90 days 
of the event start date at the time 
of turning in your registration form 
and payment.  As part of the efforts 
to maintain and properly utilize the 
World Handicap System/GHIN at 
The Club at Diamondhead for our 
members, we have implemented 
this eligibility requirement to play 
in club events based on net scores 
or pre-flighted based on handicap/
handicap index.   Also, to give the 
tournament and handicap commit-
tees sufficient time to administer 
the new eligibility requirement and 
other event details, all club events 
that involve net scores or pre-flight-
ed based on handicap/handicap in-
dex will have an entry deadline no 
less than five days before the event 
date. The entry deadlines posted for 
each event will be strictly adhered 
to, and no flexibility will be given. 
Fully completed entry forms, along 
with full payment, must be received 
before the entry deadline to partici-
pate in such club events.

We hosted our annual Candy Cane 
Classic on December 13th.   This 
adult-junior par 3 challenge is al-
ways a blast and for a good cause.  As 
part of the entry fee, players donate 
canned goods for the Hancock Coun-
ty Food Pantry and an unwrapped 
gift for Toys for Tots!  We love to see 
everyone supporting the event and 
make memories.  Congratulations to 
all of our Overall Champions…Mav-
erick Vannuss & Tracy Albritton and 
our First Flight Champions Lincoln 
Hopper & Nathan Hopper.
The 6th Jack O’Neill Memorial Ju-

nior Championship was scheduled 
for January 24-25.   Looks like an-
other strong field of junior golfers to 
compete in this event from all across 
the region.  At this time, we have ju-
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niors registered from Louisiana, Al-
abama, and Mississippi.   This great 
event continues to showcase these 
talented junior golfers.
Proposed Schedule of 2026 Golf 

Events (subject to change)…
1/24-1/25 Jack O’Neill Junior Cham-

pionship
2/8  Super Bowl Scramble
2/15   Sweetheart Scramble
4/10-4/12  Big Kahuna Golf Chal-

lenge
4/22-4/23  Ladies’ Malahini Mem-

ber-Guest
5/15-5/17 Malahini Member-Guest
6/5-6/7 Hawaiian Mixed Couples In-

vitational
7/4-7/5  Magnolia Classic
9/11-9/13   Member-Member
10/2-10/4    Diamondhead CP Four 

Ball
10/10   Wheel of Misfortune

10/17    Fall Festival Scramble
10/24-10/25 The Shaka Club Cham-

pionship
11/28  The Gobbler                                    
As I always say, it is critical that we 

all fix two ball marks and fill two div-
ots every hole...any two will do!  We 
look forward to seeing you “PLAY 
MORE GOLF” in 2026.   Let’s all 
get out and enjoy our beautiful golf 
courses and practice facilities.  Let us 
know how we can help.

DWGA
By Colleen Jones

As the year closed, we were only 
able to play one playday on Thurs-
day. With the holiday and weather, 
we did get to play our Christmas 
Scramble on the Pine Course and 
have our Christmas party and lunch.  
The Winning team was Teresa Er-

tel, Dianne Ackerman, Judy Tauzin 
and Patty Hourin. The Second Place 
team was Mary Lou Czaplicki, Anne 
Payne, Pat Ellis and Brigitte Becker. 
The Closest to The Pin was dominat-
ed by Teresa Ertel, she got hole #2, 
#6 and #13. Pauline Singer stole hole 
#15 away from her. At our Christmas 
Luncheon the Most Improved Player 

was announced as Amy Swint. The 
player who attended the most Play-
days was Joanne Fried. Happy New 
Year.

DMGA
By Jan Vest

DMGA 2025 Season Wrap-Up
Annual Meeting Highlights, Top 

Money Leaders, Thanks, Laughter, 
and a Look Ahead
The Diamondhead Men’s Golf Asso-

 Most Improved Player - Amy SwintChristmas Scramble Winners - Te-
resa Ertel, Judy Tauzin, Dianne Ack-
erman, Patty Hourin, Anne Payne, 
Pat Ellis, Brigitte Becker, Mary Lou 
Czaplicki
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ciation (DMGA) closed 
out an exceptional 2025 
golf season at its An-
nual Meeting on De-
cember 13, 2025. With 
strong weekly partici-
pation, very few weath-
er-lost days, and record 
payouts, the year de-
livered plenty of great 
golf—and even better 
camaraderie.

Highlights from the 
Annual Meeting (De-
cember 13, 2025)

Old Business
•Annual and weekly 

fees were reviewed.
•No increases were 

approved for either—
music to every golfer’s 
ears.

Election of Officers 
(2026 Slate Approved)

Approved by motion 
from Joe Murray, sec-
onded by John Legner:

•President: Darren 
Rapert

•Vice President: 
Neal Ricker

•Secretary-Treasur-
er: Michael Zeringue

•Communications: 
Jan Vest

Board of Directors
Leonard Alphonso, 

Art Burgoyne, Tommy 
Murphy, Joe Murray, 
Allan Daniel, Kevin 
West

Treasurer’s Report
•Checking balance: 

$2,293.54
•Cash on hand: 

$267.00
•Outstanding pay-

ments:
13 Eagles: $520.00
Estimated buffet 

lunch: $950.00
•Estimated YTD bal-

ance: $1,090.54

A final year-end 
statement will be pub-
lished in January 2026.

Eagle Program
•Annual cap re-

mains $500
•13 Eagles paid at 

$40 each
•No policy changes
Adjournment
•Motion by Allan 

Daniel, seconded by 
Jan Vest

2025 DMGA Top 10 
Money Leaders

(Thru 12/17/2025)
Rank, Golfer, Total 

1.Norman Bowley $418 
2.John Bunce $355 
3.Brian Brignac $354   
4. Tom Woolbright $352 
5. John Black $345          
6. A.J. Dilley $336

7 Alan Cason $334    
8 David Barbato $333

9. Tommy Murphy 
$307                                                   

10 Neal Ricker $300
These totals capped 

a record payout year, 
a testament to both 
strong play and strong 
weekly turnout  .

A Big Thank You
A special thank you 

to Leonard “Lenny” Al-
phonso for his leader-
ship, steady hand, and 
good humor throughout 
the season. Thanks as 
well to the entire Board 
of Directors, whose be-
hind-the-scenes work 
keeps DMGA orga-
nized, fair, and fun.

And most impor-
tantly—thank you to 
the members. Week 
after week you showed 
up, teed it up, chased 
birdies, paid your fees, 
and reminded us that 
DMGA is as much 

about friendship as it is 
about scorecards.

 Required Golf Hu-
mor Section

•Golf is the only 
sport where yelling 
“fore!” is considered 
good manners.

•An Eagle is proof 
that even a broken 
clock (or swing) is right 
twice a day.

•The most danger-
ous lie in golf? “I found 
it.”

Looking Ahead to 
2026-  The vision for 
2026 is simple:

•Strong participa-
tion

•Fair competition
•Plenty of laughter
•More Eagles (with-

in budget, of course)
•Fewer three-putts 

(no guarantees)
With a great board, 

engaged membership, 
and another year of 
friendly competition 
ahead, DMGA is poised 
for another outstanding 
season.

Happy New Year, 
Golfers — see you on 
the course!

DWGAN
By Brigitte Becker

The weather in De-
cember was not kind 
to the DWGAN. While 
we managed to play the 
first two Tuesdays of 
the month, our Decem-
ber 16 game, as well as 
our December 23 games 
were cancelled due to 
rather cold tempera-
tures, quite different 
from our first January 
game where it felt al-
most summer-like. 

On December 16, 
early morning frig-
id temperatures dis-
couraged many of our 
members from playing.  
However, 13 players fi-
nally ventured out and 
we played a non-com-
petitive game which in-
volved teeing off at 150 
yards from the green on 
the Pine course in an 
attempt to focus on im-
proving our short game. 
While it was supposed 
to assist our pitching, 
chipping and putting 
skills many of us scored 
as well (or in some cas-
es worse) than had we 
played from the tee box. 

The one bright spot, we 
completed nine holes 
fairly quickly and those 
hot chocolates waiting 
for us in Latitude 30 
were mighty comfort-
ing.

The weather was 
much better on Decem-
ber 23 and we played a 
3-person team scramble 
on The Pine. Six teams 
and 18 players were 
finally ready to prove 
their golfing ability.  
Kathy Pierson, Brigitte 
Becker and Carole Grif-
fin scored a 38 which 
landed them in First 
Place.  Second-Place 
winners scored a 39 

and Judy Tauzin, Car-
roll Gothie and Pat 
Vandervort were elat-
ed.  Third Place with 
a 40 was awarded to 
Therese Mauterer, 
Kathy Jones and Sylvia 
Corban.  Beryl Laird 
who played an individ-
ual game, chipped in on 
#7 and Tracey Garriga 
achieved the last birdie 
of 2025 on #7.

Very cold weather 
on December 30, with 
morning temperatures 
of 32 degrees once 
again cancelled our 
scheduled game with 
our sister DWGA mem-
bers but 7 brave (others 
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may not use the same 
descriptive word) did 
come out to play.  And 
once-again a non-com-
petitive game ensued 
amongst the ladies. Six 
DWGAN members and 
Terrie Garrett, the lone 
DWGA member played 
the back of the Cardi-
nal. Actually Terrie, 
Therese Mauterer and 
Pauline Singer went 
on to play the entire 18 
holes. 

Our first game of 
the New Year was our 
Trophy Day.  Thirty 
members, including 2 
new DWGAN members 
Dawn Cason and Jan 
Brignac showed up to 
play on the Pine course 
in 70-degree weather. 

The members were di-
vided into 4 Flights, 
with a Closest to the 
Pin and Low Putt win-
ner in each Flight in 
addition to 1st, 2nd and 
3rd Place. First Place 
Winners, in order of 
the 4 flights, included 
Judy Tauzin (31), Jan-
ice Murray (32), Beryl 
Laird (34) and Sue He-
bert (33). Second Place 
included Nancy Barker, 
(32), Anne Payne (33), 
Judith Brannan (36) 
and Lisa Pretzello (36). 
Third Place Toni Rossol 
(34), Cathy Gesell (34), 
Jan Brignac (38) and 
Dawn Cason (39). Clos-
est to the Pin on Hole #2 
winners were MaryAnn 
Stromeyer, Kathy Pier-

son, Judith Brannan 
and Dawn Cason. Put-
ting Winners includ-
ed Judy Tauzin, Susie 
Fontenot and Cathy 
Gesell (tied), Beryl 
Laird and Jan Brignac 
(tied) and Carole Grif-
fin.  The first Birdies of 
the Year were achieved 
by Therese Mauterer 
and Anne Payne, both 
on #6 and Beryl Laird 
on #8.

On January 13 we 
played Odd Holes 
which is a game where-
in all 9 holes are played 
but only those odd num-
bered holes are used to 
predict the winners. 
We played the back of 
the Cardinal so Holes 
11,13, 15 and 17 (2 Par 
3s and 2 {Par 4s) de-
termined the winning 
players. Flight One: 1st 
Place Mary Wright net-
ted a 12; 2nd and 3rd 
Place were a scorecard 
playoff with 4 players 
tying with a net 15. 
Claiming 2nd Place 
was Nancy Barker and 
3rd Place Toni Rossol.  
Flight Two: 1st Place 
MaryAnn Stromeyer 
with a net score of 11; 
2nd Place Nancy Sis-
low netting 13 and 3rd 
Place Cathy Gesell with 
a net 14.  Flight Three:  
1st Place honors go to 
Judy Wright with a 
10 net; 2nd Place Lisa 
Pretzello netting 14 and 
Pauline Singer netted a 
15 for 3rd Place

The DWGAN is com-
prised of 56 members 
and is open to women 
who are either annu-
al Diamondhead golf 

members and/or are 
a current POA mem-
ber.  Our 2 new mem-
bers both joined with 
handicaps, established 
by the GHIN system. 
However, if you are in-
terested in joining the 
DWGAN, affectionately 
known as “The Nines”, 
we do not initially re-
quire a GHIN. One can 
be established by play-

ing 5 games with our 
organization and/or you 
can provide 5 attested 
scores at the time you 
join. Membership forms 
are available in the Pro 
Shop.

And in the words of 
Bruce Crampton, “Golf 
is a compromise be-
tween what your ego 
wants you to do, what 
experience tells you 

to do, and what your 
nerves let you do”. 

Kathy Jones, Dinah Knobloch, Carole Griffin, 
Judy Wright, Sylvia Corban.

New Members, pictured:   Jan Brignac, Tracey 
Garriga, Dawn Cason

Cathy Gesell, Kathie Esher, Pauline Singer, Bri-
gitte Becker, Nancy Barker
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By Jim Miller

Boaters Association 
welcomes Richard and 
Eileen Lindquist as 
2026 Royalty

The Boaters Associ-
ation of Diamondhead 
welcomed King Akua 
Kai the 50th Richard 
Lindquist, Queen Ei-
leen Lindquist and 
their royal court at its 
annual Coronation Ball 
on January 3, 2026 at 
the Club at Diamond-
head. The Coronation 
Ball Theme of “Medi-
terranean 

Sunset“ honored the 
Queen’s Sicilian her-
itage through music, 
food and costumes from 
the Godfather books 
and movies.  An exqui-
site meal followed with 
music, dancing and cel-
ebration.

Commodore Jim 
Miller opened the fes-
tivities by welcoming 
members and introduc-
ing the mistress of cere-
monies for the evening, 
Dinah Knobloch, who 
entered the ballroom 
to the tune of “Connie’s 
Wedding” by Carmen 
Coppola and his orches-
tra. 

MC Dinah set the 
tone for the evening, 
inviting all present to 
join her in experiencing 
the natural beauty of 
an unforgettable Med-
iterranean sunset in 
romantic Sicily: “Imag-
ine being transformed 

into this place of natu-
ral beauty as you watch 
the twilight sky become 
ablaze with a kaleido-
scopic of brilliant hues 
of red, gold, orange, 
pink, purple and blue.  
As the sun, like a gold-
en disc, slips beneath 
the aqua sea’s edge, you 
toast the blazing sky 
with a bold Chianti or 
crisp Prosecco and take 
in the aroma of vibrant 
Sicilian cuisine.”

MC Dinah intro-
duced special guests 
and attending past 
royalty of the Krewe of 
Kamehameha. Music 
director Ron Tallent 
played “Carolina in the 
Morning” as members 
of the outgoing court 
were introduced: Duke 
Harold Manning and 
Maid Teresa Manning, 
Duke Ralph Hays & 
Maid Brenda Hays, 
Equerry Mickey Hatem 
and Lady-in-Waiting 
Sandy Hatem. Tallent 
then played a Herald 
Call to introduce King 
Akua Kai the 49th Tom 
Warren and Queen Sue 
Warren who circled the 
dance floor before they 
were seated on their 
thrones.

All that was pre-
lude to the welcome of 
the new royalty to the 
Coronation March as 
the spotlight followed 
King-elect Akua Kai 
the 50th Richard Lind-
quist and Queen-elect 
Eileen Lindquist from 

their entrance to their 
promenade around the 
dance floor. King-elect 
Akua Kai the 50th was 
attired in the popular 
Sicilian manner of a 
black tuxedo accented 
with a white tie and 
black shirt with a black 
fedora. The Queen’s 
gown and those of her 
attendants portrayed 
the colors of a stunning 
Mediterranean Sunset, 
while the King’s wise 
guys replicated the 
King’s black wardrobe 
topped by serious fedo-
ras. 

After the royal-
ty-elect took their plac-
es on stage, King Tom 
removed his crown and 
crowned King-elect 
Richard, pronouncing 
him “King Akua Kai 
50.” Accordingly, Queen 
Sue removed her crown 
and crowned Queen Ei-
leen, pronouncing her 
“Queen of the Krewe of 
Kamehameha.”  King 
Tom then proposed 
a champagne toast 
to King Richard and 
Queen Eileen on behalf 
of the former monarchs 
of the Krewe of Kame-
hameha. King Rich-
ard proceeded to toast 
Queen Eileen and then 
another to his “Loyal 
Subjects” in attendance 
who then raised their 
glasses to the new royal 
couple. 

After a presentation 
of the royal engraved 
goblets to the new king 

and queen by Com-
modore Miller, Board 
member Joe Doyle pre-
sented the colors.  Next 
to be introduced was 
the Royal Court as Ron 
Tallent played “Love 
Theme from the God-
father:” Duke Jon Lew-
is and Maid Kathryn 
Lewis, Duke Al Lott 
and Maid Marilyn Lott, 
Maid Robin Gaines and 
Equerry David Riso and  
Lady-in-Waiting Renee 
Riso. Ron Tallent ac-

companied a photo ses-
sion with “Speak Softly 
Love” by Al Martino. 

Guests of the King 
and Queen were in-
troduced followed by 
dinner prepared by 
the staff at the Club 
of Diamondhead. MC 
Dinah introduced and 
thanked Johnny Fung 
and his band for the 
lively dance music and 
Joe Murray for manag-
ing the spotlights.  Ball 
chairman Beata Sar-

nowska was introduced 
and thanked members 
of her committee for all 
their work at creating 
the festive atmosphere.

King Richard and 
Queen Eileen thanked 
those in attendance and 
said that sharing their 
reign with their friends 
and families, will be the 
highlight of their sea-
son. It was truly a night 
to remember.

King Richard and Queen Eileen Lindquist and members of their Roy-
al Court. From left, Maid Kathryn Lewis, Maid Marilyn Lott, Maid Robin 
Gaines, Lady-in-Waiting Renee Riso, Queen Eileen, King Richard, Equerry 
David Riso and Duke Al Lott. Duke Jon Lewis was unable to attend. (Por-
traits by Penny LLC)

Boaters Association Coronation Ball
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By: Brittany seal
Hey y’all, my name is Brittany! I am 

a lifelong resident of the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast and proud graduate of Hancock High 
School. I am also the mother of a wonderful 
9-year-old daughter who keeps life fun and 
interesting.

My goal in this position is to create a 
fun, safe, and inclusive environment for 
our Youth. I want this to be a place where 
kids feel welcome, parents feel supported, 
and our community grows stronger togeth-
er.

Events will be open to both POA and 
non- POA members. POA members will 
receive a discount on food, beverages, and 
ticketed events. We will also have events 
that are at no cost such as community 
services, movie showings, and craft work-
shops, etc. Here are some upcoming events:

February:
• 10 -Youth Game/movie night 6:00-

8:00 Card Rooms at The Club:
“Self-Love/spa themed” to celebrate 

Valentine’s Day (Popcorn provided. Limit-
ed Food & Drink Menu available for pur-
chase)

• 15 - Youth Mardi Gras Ball 5:00-8:00 
Emerald Ball Room at The ClubKing Cake 
Tasting, DJ, Photo Booth, Hors D’oeuvres, 
Coronation for three age groups (Advance 

Tickets Required $20 for POA Members 
$30 for all others)

March:
• 10 -Youth Game/movie night 6:00-

8:00 Card Rooms at The Club: (Popcorn 
provided. Limited Food & Drink Menu 
available for purchase)

• TBD - Rock Painting &/or Chalk com-
petition

• 28 - Easter Egg Hunt – Pictures 1:00 
Hunt 2:00 Moved to Twin Lakes

(RSVP REQUIRED Free to POA Mem-
bers $5.00 for all others)

Events require a Participant Waiver on 
file. Complete it by scanning the QR Code 
on the left below.

RVSP or questions can be directed to 
my Contact information below.

Interested in Volunteering? You can 
also reach out to be at the contact informa-
tion below!

Follow our Facebook page (Diamond-
head POA Recreation Department) to as-
sure you don’t miss pop up events, photos, 
and updates!

Contact information:
Email: recreation@dhpoa.org Office 

Phone: 228-255-2929 Work Cell (Txt wel-
come): 228-493-2818

From the Youth Activites Coordinator
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Your Ad Could 
Go Here!

Call Us Today at 
228-467-5474!




