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4By Nancy Sislow
    Board President

After the November meeting, 
the board sadly received the 
resignation of Bill Blackwood 
as Treasurer. Bill served on the 
Board for almost 6 years, first as 
a Director, and recently as the 
Treasurer. He related that he 
found the demands of the role 
and recent changes in the finan-
cial situation to be so draining 
as to threaten his retirement and 
health. Bill served on the Board 
with integrity and intensity, con-
stantly working to always give 
the POA his best. The Board rec-
ognizes the effort he gave to us 
all. Please be sure to thank Bill 
when you see him.
Because the remaining term of 

Treasurer is only 6 months, the 
Bylaws allowed the board to in-
terview several excellent candi-
dates for appointment to the va-
cant position. We selected Brice 
Howard and his appointment 
will be formally approved at the 
December Board meeting. Please 
welcome Brice and offer your 
support as we tackle the tough 
decisions of the coming year.
Since the Memorandum of Un-

derstanding regarding the trans-
fer of the athletic fields at Noma 
Drive, playgrounds and ballfields 
at East Rec, the Twin Lakes recre-
ation area, stormwater drainage 
lots, the Community Center and 
its adjacent parking, the public 
works maintenance yard and the 
Airstrip with all related facilities 
and land, was signed, work has 

progressed on the final docu-
ments needed to complete the 
transfer. It is anticipated all con-
ditions (parking at the amenities, 
properties remaining available to 
the public, maintaining the use 
for the same or similar purpose 
at the same standard as currently 
operated, leasing portions of the 
public works yard for a nominal 
fee, and assisting with legal fees) 
will be finalized in writing by the 
end of the year.
At the November Board meeting, 

the 2026 budget was approved. It 
is a lean and challenging budget 
that we will have to monitor and 
manage carefully in 2026. In past 
years boards were able to rest 
on the knowledge of mandated 
dues income. With the expiration 
of mandatory covenants, that has 
not been possible. We are having 
to look at our finances in a dif-
ferent way. Because income is of 
critical importance and payment 
of dues has been running behind 
projections, a Special Meeting of 
the Board was held on December 
11, 2025. Rick Goldstein, General 
Manager, wanted the Board to 
be fully aware of the situation. 
No formal action was taken, but 
the Board will be watching to see 
what changes may need to be 
made to maintain the remaining 
amenities while we work to find 
the best plan for the future. A 
motion at the December meet-
ing is intended to allow the GM 
to explore valuation of amenities 
should the need arise to offer 
them for sale. Tough decisions 
may soon have to be made.

In a past session the Board ap-
proved legal counsel to develop 
and propose a plan for the orga-
nization’s future by the end of the 
year. We expect to review that 

plan in early 2026.
Your support and understand-

ing will help us prevail so our 
goal of a wonderful Diamond-
head can be achieved.

Thank you for the opportunity 
to serve the Diamondhead Prop-
erty Owners Association and its 
great amenities.
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• COMMUNITY

By Paul Gilbert

As students begin their 
aviation journey, ground 
operations focus heavily on 
maintaining taxiway and 
runway centerline. With a 
single engine Cessna, you 
may get away with sloppy 
tracking of centerline be-
cause the wingspan is not 
large enough to risk hitting 
objects near the taxiway or 
runway. But when you’re 
hauling around one or two 
hundred feet of wing in larg-
er aircraft, that centerline 
provides a guarantee that 
your wings will clear nearby 
obstacles. Even with the rela-
tively large wingspans of sin-
gles like the Cirrus and Pip-
er Malibu at 38’4” and 42’10” 
respectively, poor centerline 
discipline could create lots of 
insurance claim paperwork.

During my years slinging 
two-wheel machines around 
racetracks, the focus was 
on finding and following a 
precise line and accurate-
ly repeating that line each 
time around. The best perfor-
mance drivers can keep the 
perfect line within a foot or 
less. Leaned over, body just 
inches from the pavement, 
knee puck skimming along 
the road, a mistake in loca-
tion could mean a crash or 
at least a poor setup for the 
next turn.

My life has been driven 
by the rigors of performance 
and precision. Lack of preci-
sion could result in a crash 
either in a plane or on the 
track. Maybe that is why I 
tend to be slightly critical of 
drivers on our public roads 
(okay, maybe more than 

SLIGHTLY critical). When 
our new roundabouts were 
being built, social media 
posts were filled with com-
ments saying how unneces-
sary they are and how con-
fusing they can be. A good 
pilot is always learning. A 
good racer is always building 
the skills to shave seconds off 
lap times. So why do users of 
public roads never face the 
requirement to refresh their 
skills and knowledge of the 
rules of the road?

A quick stroll through lo-
cal parking lots will show 
the cars that were apparent-
ly parked by Stevie Wonder 
when he was late for a meet-
ing. Crossed lines, vehicles 
filling two and three spots. 
You may just assume those 
drivers were unable to color 
in the lines as kids and that 
may be true, but the lack of 
precision is not just in the 
parking world. Any time 
spent on America’s roads will 
show people have forgotten 
some of the more basic rules 
of the road, such as no cross-
ing a solid line or even that 
the left lane is for passing 
only. You’d think since their 
heads are already buried in 
their cell phones, they might 
as well Google some driving 
tips.

I’ve been known to bend 
the rules regarding speed 
limit on curvy roads. Motor-
cycle riding would be pretty 
boring without some aggres-
sive riding around corners. 
An inattentive or sloppy 
driver allowing their three-
ton vehicle to wander into 
the oncoming traffic in a 
blind curve makes for a dan-
gerous situation. Pick a lane 

and stick to it. One danger-
ous situation I see with our 
roundabouts is how people 
don’t respect the TWO lanes 
and their purpose. This is 
especially true in the south-
ern circle. I often see people 
in the left lane cut across 
the right lane to exit for the 
eastbound I-10 onramp. I’m 
dreading the day when some-
one plows into a car in the 
right lane.

Will my rants improve 
driving conditions?? I se-
riously doubt it. But while 
I may tend to wander and 
ramble on the page, I strive 
for precision on the roads 
just as in aircraft.

A Chill in the Air
Walking outside the oth-

er morning showed me in 
clear and frosty terms that 
winter is approaching. Don’t 
forget to take extra care with 
some winter specific consid-
erations.

Our air-cooled engines are 
going to have a difficult time 
waking up and oil tempera-
tures will slowly increase to 
the normal operating range. 
Many southern based air-
craft are not equipped with 
sump heaters, so an invest-
ment in a system to pump 
heated air into the engine 
compartment might prolong 
engine life, especially for air-
craft that must live outside.

FAR 91.527 guides us on 
winter operations and says 
no pilot may take off with 
frost, ice or snow adhering 
to aircraft surfaces. Many of 
us remember that regulation 
saying we may polish frost on 
wings rather than complete-
ly removing it. In 2010, they 
changed the rule to strongly 

discourage the practice, cit-
ing lack of data and manu-
facturer guidelines on what 
level of polish was required. 
It’s best to make sure there 
is nothing adhering to wings 
and control surfaces as even 
small areas of contamination 
may reduce lift by thirty per-
cent or more.

Winter’s air mass cloud 
formations tend to blanket 
areas in overcast clouds, 
grounding VFR traffic for 
days. This is a great time to 
work on your instrument rat-
ing but be cautious flying in 
clouds on winter days. Mois-
ture combined with freezing 
temperatures aloft is the per-
fect recipe for airframe icing 
and most GA aircraft are not 
approved for flight in these 
conditions. Inadvertent icing 

encounters do happen. The 
key is to have an exit plan if 
ice does start to form.

Carburetor Ice is more 
likely in these conditions. 
If you’re flying a carburet-
ed aircraft, pay attention to 
RPM’s or manifold pressure. 
A gradual reduction in en-
gine power may be difficult 
to notice. If you have any 
doubts, run carb heat for a 
minute or two. If it starts 
sputtering and then RPM’s 
increase, you likely cleared 
carb ice.

Enjoy those cloudless days 
after cold front passage and 
keep warm (But remember 
to use carbon monoxide indi-
cators when the cabin heat is 
running).

Blue skies, aviatorand-
writer@gmail.com

Diamondhead Aviation: Precision on the Road and in the Air
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• COMMUNITY

By Mary Gobert

Happy 2026 to all! It 
seems impossible to think 
of 2026 but here we are and 
we’re ready to have a produc-
tive, happy, and informative 
trip around the sun. Starting 
with January this is what 
that looks like at Senior Vil-
lage.

January 6--Kiln library 
will be in the house! The 
branch manager, Andrea 

Moreau will give an overview 
of activities there and will 
demonstrate Diamond Dots. 
Diamond Dots is a fun and 
relaxing craft that anyone 
can do. At 11:00, we’ll play 
Bingo with prizes. At noon, 
we have a “lagniappe” activ-
ity on the first Tuesday of 
the month. This is when the 
optional Lunch Bunch hap-
pens. We all go Dutch treat 
to a local restaurant to con-
tinue the fun and conversa-

tions that couldn’t fit into the 
10-12:00 time slot!

January 13--Come play 
Bunco at 10:00! This popular 
table game is now at Senior 
Village. We’ll have prizes and 
lots of fun with this new ac-
tivity. At 11:00, our rep from 
SMPDD, Ms Gloria, will talk 

to us about Medicare fraud 
and interpreting those pes-
ky Explanation of Benefits 
(EOBs). She is always a wel-
come guest.

We have two bits of la-
gniappe for the second Tues-
days of the month. First, 
The Walking Club meets 

at 9 at the walking trail on 
Noma Dr. Walk as little or as 
much as you choose, at your 
own pace. Second, the line 
dancers dance at Woodland 

Diamondhead Senior Village

• See SENIOR
  Page 8
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Village Nursing 
Home at 9:30. You 
can participate or 
just enjoy the mu-
sic. We finish at 
10 in time for the 
Senior Village ac-
tivities across the 
street.

Jan 20--Tech 
Talk at 10:00. 
Topics vary, but 
good info is al-
ways given! Come 
ask your ques-
tions and learn 
something new. At 
11:00 we’ll switch 

gears and do some 
gentle exercis-
ing with a virtual 
AARP led session. 
Come on the 20th 
and flex your mind 
and your body!

Jan 27--Water 
color painting at 
10. All materi-
als and instruc-
tions are provided 
for these simple 
projects. At 11, 
we have Chris-
ti Kolb, a lawyer 
from Louisiana, 
to discuss her ex-
periences with 
criminal justice. 
She will answer 
general questions. 

It should be a very 
interesting hour.

Activities are 
on Tuesdays at 
10 and they are 
free. No registra-
tion is required. 
Turn into the 
Woodland Village 
campus near the 
front entrance 
to Diamondhead 
and we’re across 
the street from 
the nursing home. 
There’s a sign next 
to our door. All are 
welcome.

Remember, it 
takes a (senior) 
village!

• SENIOR
  Continued from 
Page 8

By Michael Burke

Patriotism, creativity, and 
civic pride were on full dis-
play as area students were 
recognized for their out-
standing achievements in 
the 2026 Donald F. Crosby 
Memorial Voice of Democra-
cy and Patriot’s Pen competi-
tions, sponsored by Veterans 
of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 
2880 in Diamondhead.

Thanks to the dedicated 
efforts of local educators and 
organizers, an impressive 
number of Hancock High 
School student entries were 
submitted for the Voice of 
Democracy (VOD) program. 
Judges praised the depth of 
thought, clarity of expres-
sion, and passion for Amer-
ican ideals demonstrated 
across the submissions, mak-

ing final selections especially 
challenging.

The top Voice of Democ-
racy winners for VFW Post 
2880 are:

1st Place: Chase R. Martin
2nd Place: James A. John-

son
3rd Place: Lillian Bice
In addition, Hancock 

County middle school teach-
ers played a vital role in coor-
dinating outstanding entries 
for the Patriot’s Pen (PP) es-
say contest. Once again, the 
high quality of writing and 
thoughtful perspectives from 
the students stood out.

The Patriot’s Pen winners 
for VFW Post 2880 are:

1st Place: Samuel Sage 
Houston

2nd Place: Lillian Hancock
3rd Place: Madison M. El-

liott

VFW Post 2880 extends 
sincere gratitude to the 
teachers who encouraged 
and guided their students, 
as well as the volunteers who 
organized and supported 
both programs. Most impor-
tantly, congratulations go to 
all participating students for 
their hard work and willing-
ness to reflect on what patri-
otism and democracy mean 
today.

Our Diamondhead VFW 

will continue these annual 
contests to honor the legacy 
and memory of VFW Post 
2880 Comrade and United 
States Marine Corps veter-
an Donald F. Crosby, who 
dedicated significant effort 
to supporting the Voice of 
Democracy and Patriot’s Pen 
programs in our community 
and inspired the next gen-
eration to find and use their 
voices in service to our na-
tion.

• COMMUNITY

Local Hancock County Students Honored in VFW 2026 
Donald F. Crosby Memorial Scholarship Competitions

VFW Voice of Democracy 
and Patriots Pen winners 
2026
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By Don Ball

Frances S. Vandercook 
of Hancock County High 
School was presented the 
National Citizenship Edu-
cation Teacher Award for 
2025-2026 at the annual 
VFW Post 2880 Christmas 
aanquet on 3 December 
2025. Her selection will 
now advance to VFW Dis-
trict One. which covers all 
VFW Posts in Hancock, 

Harrison, Jackson and 
George counties. District 
winners ad the State level 
and from there to the Na-
tional level.

Mrs. Vandercook is a 
phenomenal teacher who 
has devoted her life work-
ing with students with 
Significant Cognitive Dis-
abilities. Her passion for 
teaching special needs 
students is evident in ev-
erything she does, and it 

inspires her colleagues to 
raise their own standards 
of practice. At 80 years 
old she is a role model for 
what it means to be an 
Educator. .What is most 
remarkable is that even 
after decades of service, 
Mrs. Vandercook still ap-
proaches each day with en-
thusiasm and creativity. 
In addition to her profes-
sional accomplishments, 
Frances is deeply involved 

in the community. For the 
past 3 years her and her 
husband have volunteered 
to be Santa and Mrs Santa 
for the Shuckers in Biloxi. 
She also plays the piano at 
her church and works with 
special needs children in 
Bible Study classes.

She and her husband 
Paul reside in Gulfport, 
MS.

VFW Post 2880 Teacher of the Year
• COMMUNITY

VFW Teacher of the year 
Fances S. Vandercook

Bill Roofner, a WWII vet and 20+ year resident in Diamond-
head, celebrated HIS 99TH BIRTHDAY in Latitude 30 on De-
cember 7, 2025, with his friends.

Happy 99th Birthday 
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• CHURCHES
ST. THOMAS 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
5303 Diamondhead Circle
Diamondhead, MS 39525-3203
(228) 255-9213
mail@stthomasdiamondhead.
org
WORSHIP TIMES
Sunday 9:00 am Holy Eucharist 
followed by Hospitality Hour
Wednesday prayer service and 
potluck dinner 5:30pm weekly
St. Thomas is partnering with 
Hancock Excel by 5 to offer 
“Baby & Me 1, 2, 3!” This free 
and engaging program is for 
children aged from newborn to 
2 years old and their mom, dad, 
grandparents, and caregiver. 
The activities include informa-
tion on milestones, playtime, and 
family chat time.
The program is from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. on the first Saturday of the 
month from October-May. It is 
open to all!
St Thomas Episcopal Church 
in Diamondhead is host to Di-
amondhead Marathon Bridge 
once a month and the Blessing 
Box, providing free food to those 
in need.

DIAMONDHEAD
COMMUNITY CHURCH
5301 Diamondhead Circle
(288) 255-5556
dhcommunitychurch.org
Worship Service
Please join us on Sundays at 
10 am for worship services with 
Pastor Stan Van Den Berg.
Christian Education
We have Sunday school classes 
at 9 am for adults as well as chil-
dren (by age group).  In addition, 

Children’s Church is held during 
a portion of the worship hour.
Nursery Care
Nursery care is provided be-
tween 9 and 11 am.
Fellowship
All are welcome to join us for 
snacks and Christian fellowship 
at 11 am following the worship 
service.
Children’s Choir
Parents, we offer exciting oppor-
tunities for your children ages 
5-12 and 13-17 to participate in 
our youth choirs.
Pre-School
Little School is still taking 2025-
2026 registration. Little School 
hours are 8 am-12pm
Mon – Fri. We still have a few 
sports open.

DIAMONDHEAD
METHODIST CHURCH
A GLOBAL 
METHODIST CHURCH
5305 Noma Drive
Diamondhead, MS 39525
Office: 228-255-6888
Sunday Worship Service: 10: 
a.m. 
Meet and Greet Sunday: 9:30 to 
9:55 a.m.
“Greetings! in the name of our 
Lord Jesus the Christ!  We wel-
come all who are new or looking 
for a dynamic worship experi-
ence.  
Our new pastor, Reverend Shel-
ley Hill is here and we are de-
lighted with the wonderful things 
happening through the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit.
We welcome and encourage ev-
eryone regardless of current or 
former denominational involve-
ment, hazed or inflicted upon by 
Past “Christian”   association or 
even socially shunned.   We are 
a growing home of God to be 
shared by all who attend.   We 
currently meet for 2 women’s, 
2 men’s, 1 co-ed and multiple 
opportunities for gathering activ-
ities in His name throughout the 
week!
All meetings are here at the 
church.
email: office@diamondhead-
methodistchurch.org, Facebook:  
Diamondhead Methodist Church
Website: www.diamondhead-
methodistchurch.org (under con-
struction)

JACOB’S WELL 
BAPTIST CHURCH
29554 Vic Faye Road, Pass 
Christian, MS 39571; 

228-255-2555, 
jwbcadmin@icloud.com
Sundays: 
Worship = 8:45 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Bible study = 10 a.m.
Wednesdays: 
Fellowship meal, 5:45-6:20 p.m.
Adult & Youth Bible study, 6:30-
7:30 pm..
Children’s Awana Program, 
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Nursery care at all services
“Called to magnify God,  make 
disciples, and minister to people”

ANNUNCIATION 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5370 Kiln-DeLisle Rd. Kiln, MS 
39556 
(228)255-1800       www.annun-
ciationkiln.com
Masses: Saturday Vigil 4:00 
p.m.; Sunday 8:00 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m.; Weekday 8:00 a.m. 
(Chapel)
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday 3 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.; 
Sunday 9:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 
and other times by appointment.
Adoration: Tuesday 8:30 a.m. 
to 8:00 p.m.; Friday 8:30 a.m. to 
9:30 a.m.

LUTHERAN CHURCH
OF THE PINES 
309 Highway 90
Waveland, MS 39576
228-467-6771
Pastor Brock Cain
Services every Sunday morning 
are at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School for children and 
adults at 9:00 a.m.
Every Wed., we offer Bible 
study at 1 p.m. 

OLD TOWN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
PCUSA
114 Ulman Ave. 
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 
Pastor: Rev. Richard T. Gilles-
pie, Th.D. 
(256) 443-4100 
Worship, 10 a.m. 
Adult Sunday School, 9 a.m.

CENTRAL BIBLE CHURCH
You’re Invited to Join Us for Wor-
ship!
Central Bible Church in Bay St. 
Louis (across the highway from 
the BSL Post Office)...the home 
of The King’s Kitchen soup kitch-
en. Sundays at 9:30 AM for Sun-
day School and 11:00 AM for 

morning worship. Wednesdays 
at 6 PM for Youth services. 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Mike Ram-
sey, Th.D. 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Kyle 
Craig 
Outreach Pastor: Rev. Connie 
Lyons
Church Office: (228) 493-4796
“Where the Ministry of the Holy 
Spirit takes place under the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ to the 
glory of God the Father!”

The Church at 112
Romans 1:12 -- “When we get to-
gether, I want to encourage you 
in your faith, but I also want to be 
encouraged by yours.” (NLT)
17077 Kapalama Dr., Suite B
Pass Christian, MS 39571
Pastor: James Reardon 
Email: james@c112.org.
Our mission is to help encourage 
the people of Diamondhead and 
the surrounding areas towards 
faith in Christ. Our desire is to 
minister to both the unchurched 
(those with little or no church ex-
perience) and those we call the 
de-churched (individuals who 
have been hurt in the past or dis-
illusioned by the actions of some 
within a church setting). 
Join us in worship -- Sunday at 
10 a.m. 
We also extend an invitation for 
you to attend one or more of 
C 112’s monthly activities and 
events. We offer men’s, wom-
en’s and mixed small groups/Bi-
ble studies; children, youth, and 
family activities. Please check 
out C 112’s regularly updated 
Facebook page and our web-
site to find out the time, place 
and description of the events in 
which you are most interested.
Facebook: C112
Website: c112.org. 
Download C112 app: C112

MOST HOLY TRINITY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
9062 Kiln Delisle Road
Pass Christian, MS 39571
228-255-1294
Email: admin@mhtcatholic.org
Website: http://mhtcatholic.org
Mass Times:
Monday – Friday:  8:00 a.m.
Saturday: 4:00 & 6:00 p.m.
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m. & 
7:00 p.m. 

At a recent Marathon Bridge 
event, Linda Naron and 
bridge partner Jan Mur-
phy are adding food to the 
Blessing Box ( located at the 
front entrance of St Thomas 
Church). All are invited to 
donate or receive food from 
the box.

Through the ministry of 
extraordinary ministers of 
Holy Communion, hospital 
rooms become places of 
grace and quiet encounter 
with Jesus.
Catholic Eucharistic Min-
isters are lay parishioners 
who bring Jesus to Catholic 
patients and their families 
who are unable to attend 
Mass due to illness or con-
finement.
Father Paddy Mockler, Pas-
tor of Most Holy Trinity Cath-
olic Church, supports vol-
unteers from his and other 
local Catholic communities. 
He recognizes that it takes a 
special person for this mis-
sion as patients and fami-
lies are often going through 
some of the most traumatic 
experiences of their lives. 
He has us praying that the 
Holy Spirit guides us with 
caring words and prayers.
Seven days a week, our 
teams serve the Eucharistic 
to over 100 patients, families 
and medical staff in the hos-
pital, and nursing homes.
Team Member Brian D. Per-
ry Sr. says, “Father Paddy 
reflects the Holy Trinity to 
us. We pray that the action 
of offering the Eucharist to 
others who resemble Christ 
so uniquely brings satisfac-
tion to them and to God.”
“Their eyes well up. Their 
chins quiver. That is our re-
ward for doing this ministry, 
to bring Christ to the pa-
tients in the hospital.”
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Diamondhead Garden Club
By Gretchen Klinefelter
Happy New Year from Diamond-

head Garden Club! The vibrant dis-
play of camellias, pansies and vio-
las around our community continue 
to put on a show for us this time of 
year. We are fortunate to have these 
‘bloomers’ during a time when most 
of our garden is sheltered under a 
blanket of winter chill.  For garden-
ers, January is a time of anticipation 
and dreams. The gardening season is 
very much alive in our minds with the 
arrival of a new year and new possi-
bilities.  As we kick-off 2026, we look 
forward to having the opportunity to 
educate and inspire our reader’s with 
horticulture information. We also 
look forward to sharing a bit more, 
about who we are as an organization 
and how we fit into the larger picture 
of the National Garden Clubs, Inc.  
Diamondhead Garden Club’s objec-
tive is to gain and share gardening 
knowledge, protect and preserve our 
natural surroundings, and ensure 
Diamondhead remains a sanctuary 
for birds and Southern Live Oaks. 
This serves as the core document 
that guides us and provides focus for 
our meetings, educational programs, 
committee work and activities.

A committee within Diamondhead 
Garden Club created the therapy 
garden at Woodland Village Rehabil-
itation and Nursing Center in Dia-
mondhead. Our club member, Sheryl 
Wagers, established and to this day, 
presides over this committee. Sher-
yl described garden therapy as, “the 
use of plants and outdoor gardening 
activities to promote physical and 
mental wellbeing, promoting social 
interaction as well as communica-
tion skills.”  Garden therapy has 
been utilized at rehab facilities since 
the 19th century. They became more 
prevalent in the United States after 
WWI and WWII, as soldiers returned 
home with physical and mental trau-
ma. It seemed natural that Sheryl’s 

background in social work & garden 
therapy combined with her passion 
for gardening would merge into this 
passion project and committee. Our 
local therapy garden began with a 
grant through The Garden Clubs of 
Mississippi, Inc. given to Diamond-
head Garden Club.  Residents utilize 
the garden regularly through Ther-
apy Group as they discuss seasonal 
planting, enjoy meditational music, 
journal and attend to plants (plant, 
water, trim, repot). 

Our December guest speaker in-
spired us. We had the pleasure of 
welcoming Mr. Tracy Bryant, from 
Beatline Nursery. Mr. Bryant dis-
cussed his creative vision while he 
assembled Christmas floral center-
pieces and holiday plant arrange-
ments. We watched him complete 
several visually stunning displays. 
We are appreciative of the time Mr. 
Bryant spent with us and for the ed-
ucation he provided. 

Diamondhead Garden Club meets 
the third Wednesday of each month 
at Diamondhead Community Church 
in the Activities Room.  We hope you 
will be able to join us Wednesday, 

January 21 for our next meeting, 
as we welcome Mrs. Connie Harper. 
Mrs. Harper will be instructing us 
on the wonderful world of daylilies, 
sharing her expert knowledge on 
these beautiful and resilient flowers.  
Prepare to learn how to make your 
garden bloom with vibrant colors and 
gain invaluable insights into grow-
ing your own spectacular specimens. 
Club social time begins at 9:30 a.m. 
with our meeting to follow at 10:00 
a.m.  All Diamondhead residents are 
welcome.

In January, gardeners should focus 
on recording any plans on paper that 
note changes or improvements in the 
garden. This will help you avoid mis-
takes and save time, effort and mon-
ey. Order seeds for early planting as 

companies run out of popular variet-
ies quickly. Plant onions, poppies and 
larkspur. Check the condition of your 
gardening tools and repair or replace 
as needed. Now is the time of year to 
keep your bird feeders stocked and 
add water to your birdbaths. Our 
backyard birds give us so much joy! 
Let’s give them this extra attention 
so they may thrive. For the indoor 
gardener, January is a good time to 
inspect houseplants for insects and/
or diseases. Treat as needed with a 
safe indoor insecticide or fungicide.

Don’t forget to check out our ‘Live 
Oak Tree’ ad following this article.

January’s quote: 
Anyone who thinks gardening be-

gins in spring and ends in the fall is 
missing the best part of the whole 

• CLUBS

Diamondhead Garden Club
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year; for gardening begins in Janu-
ary with the dream. Josephine Nuese   

Did You Ever Consider You 
May Have History Growing 

In Your Yard?
Diamondhead Garden Club is 

looking for Live Oak Trees in our 
community that are 100 years in 
age or older. Not sure of your tree’s 
age?  A registered tree must have a 
circumference of 9 ½ feet or great-
er measured at 4 ½ feet from the 
ground up. A Garden Club volunteer 
would be happy to assist you in de-
termining that information. We can 
also help you get your tree registered 
with Hancock County Historical So-
ciety and provide you with a certifi-
cate and a plaque for the tree that de-
notes the registered name you choose 
as well it’s age.

Some historic Live Oaks fall just a 
bit short of these required measure-
ments. We can still honor the signif-
icance of your tree. Your Live Oak 
would be ‘recognized.’  The owner of 
a recognized Live Oak would receive 
a certificate and a tree plaque. This 
also provides that your tree is on 
track for certification. 

Diamondhead is fortunate to have 
an abundance of these beautiful trees 
throughout our community.  Please 
help us honor these historic Live 
Oaks!

Contact: jmfavaloro@yahoo.com ; 
g.klinefelter@yahoo.com 

PARTY BRIDGE CLUB
By Elise Breen

 The date for our next monthly 
gathering to play Party Bridge will 
be Friday, January 23, in the Kana-
ka Room at the Diamondhead Coun-

try Club. Our arrival time is 9:15 and 
we will begin playing at 9:30. If you 
have any questions regarding the 
Party Bridge Club, please contact 
Barbara Gibbons at (228) 760-1112 
or Elise Breen at (228) 342-1529. The 
winners in November were Sam Lee 
in First Place, Barbara Gibbons in 
Second Place, and Diane Gustafson 
in Third Place. Our Special Prize 
went to Liz Leonard.                                   

Thursday 
Morning Line Dancers

By Molly Kooney
Lessons and dancing, led by Mol-

ly, will be held from 10:00 - 11:00 am 
on THURSDAYS at the DIAMOND-
HEAD METHODIST CHURCH, 
5305 Noma Drive.  Across the street 
from City Hall. 

Please wear comfortable soft soled 
shoes.

Great exercise, great fun, $1 room 
rental per person.

FOR DETAILS OR CANCELLA-
TIONS see our web site:

https://sites.google.com/site/get-
moving12345678/

P.E.O. Chapter T
By Dinah 

Knobloch
The P.E.O. sisters of Chapter T 

welcomed Dr. Mary Maner, the As-
sistant Director of Career Services at 
the Gulf Park Campus of USM and 
Deana Middleton, Assistant Direc-
tor in the Office of Financial Aid at 
the Gulf Park Campus of USM at a 
recent meeting. Dr. Maner shared 
with the sisters her passion for cre-
ating spaces where women, particu-
larly graduate students, can thrive 
academically and professionally. Her 
goal is to bring educational access 
and opportunity through scholar-
ship collaborations, mentorship, and 
community partnership initiatives 
that empower the next generations 
of female leaders.  Deana Middleton 
works with students to assist them 
in financing their education.  The sis-

ters of Chapter T shared with them 
the scholarships, grants, awards, 
and loans available through P.E.O. 
which empower women to reach for 
the stars. All agreed that this col-
laboration between P.E.O. and USM 
will be of great benefit to the women 
students pursing their educational 
goals.

Diamondhead Newcomers
By Alison McCraw

The Diamondhead Newcomers 
Club had a wonderful time at the 
joint December Fa La La Luncheon 
with the Diamondhead Women’s 
Club. Everyone was decked out in 

From left, Mary Craig Murray, Chap-
ter T President, Deana Middleton, 
Linda Jordan, Chapter T Recording 
Secretary, and Dr. Mary Maner, Ed.D.

P.E.O. Chapter T welcomes anoth-
er new sister to our chapter.   Carol 
McPheron was initiated into the sis-
terhood and joins our chapter in our 
continuing  fundraising efforts to 
support women’s education through 
the Philanthropic Educational Orga-
nization projects.  Pictured are Car-
ol and Chapter T officers.
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Danielle Bigler, Office 
Manager

Happy New Year! We’re 
excited to kick off 2026 with a 
full month of fun, dining, and 
entertainment at The Club at 
Diamondhead. Here’s what’s 
happening throughout Janu-
ary!

New Year’s Day
Open 10:00 AM – 6:00 

PM New Year’s Special: 
Cornbread-stuffed pork loin, 
smothered cabbage, and 
black-eyed peas – $18 Full 
menu available 11:00 AM – 
5:00 PM

Start the year with classic 
good-luck flavors and a deli-
cious holiday meal!

Weekly Events & Enter-
tainment

Tuesdays
• Bingo Shannon Style – 

January 20 in Latitude 30, 
beginning at 6:00 pm

• Sips and Giggles Ladies 
Night – every Tuesday from 
5:00 - Closing

Wednesdays
• Half-Priced Bone-In 

Wings – 5:00–8:00 PM
• ½ Off All Draft Beer 

Special (Available as listed; 
no substitutions)

• Trivia Night on Select 
Nights – New Host – Ronnie 
Hammons approved! Wel-
come Todd Kelly, on January 
21 & 28

Thursdays
• Dinner Special: Missis-

sippi Pot Roast with carrots, 
potatoes, served over rice 
with cornbread — $21

• Karaoke with Ray Wal-
ters – January 15, 6:00 – 
10:00

• Burger, Fries, and Draft 
Nights – January 8, 22, and 
29, 5:00 – 9:00

Fridays
• Friday Night Bands. 

7:00 – 10:00 in Latitude 30 
Patio and Grill:

o Jan 2 – Wolf River
o Jan 9 – Silver City
o Jan 16 – Southern Voice
o Jan 23 – Missy and Ray 

(Sock Hop Night!)
o Jan 30 – Dangerous 

Curve
Saturdays
• Prime Rib Night, 5:00 – 

9:00 Served with roasted fin-
gerling potatoes and balsam-
ic-glazed Brussels sprouts. 
$52

January Special Events
• January 1 – New Year’s 

Day Menu
• January 10 – Caymus 

Wine Pairing Dinner
• January 23 – Sock Hop 

with Missy and Ray
• January 24 – Our 1st 

Bourbon and Cigar Night of 
2026

Club Updates
• Employee of the Month: 

We’re thrilled to begin a new 
tradition in 2026! Our Janu-
ary Employee of the Month is 
Robert. He has been with us 
for over 10 years and is an as-
set to all who work with him 
and our customers. Please 
congratulate him when you 
see him!

• Steak Night: There will 
be no Steak Night in Janu-
ary due to weather and event 
scheduling.

• 1st Annual New Year’s 
Day Plunge at Main Pool. 
1:00 – 4:00. Questions? Call 
228-255-2929

January 2026 Club News
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festive, holiday attire, for an after-
noon of holiday cheer, delicious food, 
and lively conversation.

During the luncheon, members 
and guests were treated to wonder-
ful entertainment by David Delk and 
James Taylor.  Members even joined 
in the fun by singing the almost fa-
mous song, “The 12 Days of Christ-
mas in Diamondhead,” which was 
written by members of the Diamond-
head Art Group. The Fa La La Lun-
cheon supported many local causes, 
with a 50/50 raffle benefiting the 
Magdalen House, angel ornaments 
for CASA, and donation collection for 
veterans in need. Fantastic door priz-
es were also awarded to some lucky 
members. As the luncheon wrapped 
up, guests left with full hearts, new 
friendships, and a sense of belonging, 
making it a perfect start to the holi-
day season.

The Newcomers Club looks for-
ward to celebrating 2026 with you!  
Please mark your calendars and join 
us on Wednesday, January 14th for 
our “Let’s Get Wild” luncheon. Wear 
an animal print outfit and show off 
your animal spirit!  Lunch is $25 and 
dues are $20 for the year.    RSVP to 
newcomersdiamondhead@gmail.com 

to secure your reservation.  Whether 
you are new to Diamondhead or have 
lived here forever, we hope you will 
join us for some fun!  Call Marilyn 
Lott for more information 601-528-
3336.

SAVE THE DATE: The February 
luncheon will be held on Wednesday, 
February 11th.  Mardi Gras is the 
theme!

P.E.O. Chapter U
By Kathryn Lewis

The Diamondhead PEO   (Phil-
anthropic Education Organization) 
Chapter U Cookbook Fundraiser 
visits St Thomas Episcopal Church 
Gourmet to Go. The sale of the Cook-
books supports scholarships for 
Women pursuing Higher Education, 
Continuing Education, etc. 

Diamondhead Lions Club
By Dr. Dwain Simpson

In November, the Diamondhead 
Lions Club continued to support the 
Hancock County Animal Shelter by 
adding $500 to the previous donation 
to the Animal Shelter after the An-
nual Lions Club Dog Show in May.

Are you looking for a way to con-
tribute time and effort to serve the 
local community and help serve 
mankind around the world, without 
leaving home or quitting your job? 
Become an Affiliate member of the 
Diamondhead Lions Club. Join with 
1.5 million others of Lions Clubs In-
ternational and the Diamondhead 
Lions Club! 

 Our slogan is “We Serve”.
The Diamondhead Lions Club is 

now meeting twice monthly on the 
1st Friday and 3rd Friday. Both 

meetings are scheduled to meet from 
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM .in the Dia-
mondhead Country Club. The next 
meetings will occur on the 2nd and 
the 16th of January 2026. We will 
emphasize information or program 
presentations on the 1st Friday and 
general business meetings on the 3rd 
Friday of each month.

Learn more about the Lions Club 
– come to a meeting to hear about our 
plans for the next year. Be our guest 

at one of our next Club meetings on 
the 1st and 3rd Friday of each month. 
Contact Lion Dwain Simpson at 228-
363-2557 or dwainsimpson@aol.com 
for more information. 

DH Geaux Hiking Club News
By Sheila Edwards

Crack open your brand-new 2026 
calendar and start marking down 
the hikes we’ve planned and join us 
to make your New-Year’s resolutions 
to get more exercise come true! 

Saturday, January 3--Regular-
ly-scheduled first of the month hike 
on Fountainebleau Trail, in Ocean 
Springs. This hike is sponsored by the 
Jackson County Recreation Depart-
ment, Mississippi Sandhill Crane 
Wildlife Refuge, and the Audubon 
Society and is led by an expert nat-
uralist. The hike meanders through 
the marsh and is ever-changing. 

Diamondhead Newcomers Club

Members: Eileen O’Brien, Dianne 
Jimenez, and Kelly Kennedy. 

Lion Dr. Dwain Simpson is shown 
with the latest donation of $500 to 
Greg Long of the Hancock County 
Animal Shelter.
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Those who work and are 
not able to join some of our 
week-day hikes, will find this 
hike quite interesting and 
worth getting out of bed ear-
ly on a Saturday AM. <grin> 
It will be followed by lunch 
somewhere in or near Ocean 
Springs. Meet at the front of 
DH Golf Club parking lot a 
bit before 8:00am. Leave at 
8:00am. Hike starts in Ocean 
Springs at 9:00am. Leader 
from Diamondhead to Ocean 
Springs: Sheila Edwards

Friday, January 9—Note 
this is an afternoon event. 
We’re gonna hike around 
the mini-golf course in Bi-
loxi. Cost around $8. Meet 
at 2:00pm in the front of the 
parking lot at the DH Coun-
try Club to form car pool. 
We’ll have dinner somewhere 
nearby after golf. Leader: Jo-
anne Homer

Thursday, January 
22--Fontainebleau State 
Park, Covington, LA. This 
historic park offers 2,800 

acres with beautiful views of 
Lake Pontchartrain. Estab-
lished in 1942, and added the 

National Register of His-
toric Places in 1999, the 
most-visited park in Louisi-
ana has nature trails, a san-
dy beach, a new, all-inclusive 
playground, a splash pad, 
and the ruins of 

an 1829 sugar mill situ-
ated among towering oaks. 
Meet at DH Country Club 
at 9:30am to form car pool. 
Leader: Betty Whittington 

Our next planning meet-
ing will be Tuesday, January 
6, at 6:00pm in the Kana-
ka room at the DH Country 
Club. We will be planning 
our February, 2026, hikes. 
Come with suggestions for 

your favorite “cold-weather” 
hikes.

Diamondhead 
Women’s Club

By Robin B. Gaines
Our December 3rd annu-

al FaLaLa Luncheon was a 
great success. Once again, 
the Diamondhead Newcom-
er’s Club joined us in the em-
erald Ballroom of the Club 
at Diamondhead.  The food, 
camraderie and entertain-
ment were wonderful.  The 
donations we collected for 
our Veterans in Need (Coats, 
hats, socks, etc.) were very 
generous indeed. Thank you 
to all who donated to this 
very worthy cause.    

Thanks to all who pur-
chased our CASA Angel 

Tree ornaments.  Through 
your generosity, we were 
once again able to reach our 
goal for the CASA children’s 
Christmas Party.  

On January 7, 2026, our 
New Year, New Look Fash-
ion Show featuring Exit 16 
and Sugar Magnolia.  

Our next Member Orien-
tation will be held on Janu-
ary 14, 2026.

We strive, through dili-
gence, hard work, creativity 
and friendship, to continue 
our efforts to ‘Support and 
Celebrate Women’. The ob-
jective of this club shall be 
to promote an informed and 
active interest in the civic, 
social and moral welfare of 
the community; to serve the 

Geaux Hiking Club
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community through the dedication 
of time and energy for worthy pur-
poses; and to undertake and com-
plete one or more charitable, hu-
manitarian or social welfare projects 
each year.   

Our meetings (we do not meet 
in June, July, or August), are held 

the first Wednesday of each month 
from September to May, beginning 
at 11:00 a.m. at the Diamondhead 
Country Club, Emerald Ballroom.   
Membership is $20.00 and is open to 
all women.

Dates and times for upcoming 
meeting, events and fundraisers to 
be announced in upcoming issues of 
this publication and you can follow 
us on Facebook.  

For more information about the 
Diamondhead Women’s Club or any 
of our events, please contact the 
DHWC President, Rachel Huskins @ 
(504) 400-3013.

Diamondhead Women’s Club

• DH MARDI GRAS

• CLUBS

The Krewe of Olympus Announces the Fourth of its 
Four Debutantes for the Upcoming Mardi Gras Season

Robin Gaines, Pub-
licity Director

Krewe of Olympus 
is proud to uphold its 
longstanding tradition 
of presenting debu-
tantes. These young 
women embody grace, 
leadership, and com-
munity spirit. It is cus-
tomary to present one 
or two debutantes each 
year. This Mardi Gras 
season, we are espe-
cially honored to intro-
duce four outstanding 
young ladies who will 
represent the Krewe 
throughout the festivi-

ties.
The Krewe of Olym-

pus proudly presents 
Kallie Olivia Whittet 
as a 2026 Debutante. 
Kallie is the daughter of 
Becky and Joey Whittet 
from Gulfport, MS. A 
2023 honors graduate 
of Gulfport High School, 
she distinguished her-
self as a member of the 
National Honor Soci-
ety, and was an integral 
part of the acclaimed 
Gulfport Admiral Band 
and GPT program. Un-
der her leadership and 
participation, the en-

semble was recognized 
as the best in the state 
and earned Semi-Final-
ist status at the WGI 
National Competition 
in Dayton, Ohio, two 
years in a row. Kallie 
also demonstrated a 
passion for education 
through her involve-
ment in the Teacher 
Academy, where she 
placed in the Top 10 in 
the State Competition 
and went on to compete 
at the National Level in 
Orlando, Florida.

Now a dedicated 
student at Mississippi 

State University, Kallie 
is pursuing a bachelor’s 
degree in business ad-
ministration, with a 
Minor in Accounting 
and concentrations in 
Marketing and Busi-
ness Law. Her academ-
ic excellence has earned 
her a place on the Pres-
ident’s List for two con-
secutive years, an hon-
or awarded to students 
maintaining a GPA of 
3.5 or higher. Kallie is 

being escorted by Owen 
Marshall Schafer.

The 2026 Olympus 
Debutantes will make 
their official debut on 
January 24th during 
the Grand Ball, held 
in The Emerald Ball-
room at The Club at 
Diamondhead. The 
Krewe is thrilled to wel-
come these remarkable 
young women and looks 
forward to an unforget-
table season. Laissez 

les bon temps rouler!

Olympus Debutaunte 
Kallie Olivia Whittet
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By Kim Koppman 

The Emerald Ballroom at the Club 
in Diamondhead shimmered with 
light and anticipation on Saturday, 
Nov. 15, as the Krewe of Selene gath-
ered for one of its most treasured 
annual traditions—the Coronation 
Ball. Guests filtered into a room 
dressed in classic black and gold dé-
cor, with golden crown centerpieces 
casting soft glints of light across the 
tables, creating an atmosphere of re-
fined celebration. 

The Tableau opened with a heart-
felt farewell to outgoing monarchs 
Queen Sara Koger and King Tom 
Koger, who made their final walk 
across the stage accompanied by 
warm applause and lively music. 
Their court followed behind them, 
each step a symbolic close to a year 
marked by dedication and festivity. 

Emcee Mary Mizel guided the eve-
ning’s program with grace, her voice 
carrying both the joy of celebration 
and the weight of remembrance. In 
one solemn moment, she announced 
the passing of Marge Edwards, one of 
Selene’s founding members. A gentle 
hush moved through the ballroom as 
attendees paused to honor her mem-
ory, a reminder of the deep roots and 
cherished history within the Krewe. 

After the coronation ceremony 
commenced, guests were treated 
to an elegant dinner. The meal be-
gan with a velvety tomato bisque, 
followed by a beautifully prepared 
entrée of hanger steak topped with 
shrimp, paired with green beans and 
seasoned potatoes. As the night pro-
gressed, a dessert buffet offered a 
tempting variety of sweets that drew 
visitors back for second helpings. 

Throughout the evening, floor 
lieutenants Roger Worak and Steve 
Burkhardt guided members of the 
Royal Court with care, ensuring safe 

and smooth transitions on and off the 
stage—a quiet but essential contri-
bution to the night’s polished flow. 

The room brightened with excite-
ment as the newly crowned queen, 
Melanie James, made her entrance. 
She wore a stunning white MacDou-
gal gown whose glitter-dotted tulle 
base glimmered beneath the ball-
room lights. Intricate embroidery 
and a feather-accented single sleeve 
added to the gown’s graceful, ethere-
al effect. At her side stood Mark Cou-
vas, honored both as her King and as 
King Endemius for the 2026 Mardi 
Gras season. Together, they accepted 
champagne toasts, Royal pins, and 
custom flutes, marking the official 
beginning of their reign. 

Event chairperson Angie Bur-
khardt, herself a former queen, 
crafted a setting that blended tradi-
tion with elegance. The Royal Court, 
dressed in coordinating attire—god-
desses in sleek black satin gowns 
with matching pillbox fascinators 
and dukes in classic black tuxedos—
performed a choreographed waltz 
that drew admiring murmurs from 
the crowd. 

The band “Tease Me” brought 
the ballroom to life as the formali-
ties gave way to celebration. Music, 
laughter, and the rhythm of dancing 
feet quickly filled the space, trans-
forming the regal setting into a lively 

gathering of friends, neighbors, and 
Krewe members enjoying the night 
together. 

The 2025 Selene Coronation Ball 
concluded as a memorable blend of 

pageantry, tradition, and heartfelt 
community spirit—an evening that 
honored the past, celebrated the 
present, and illuminated the promise 
of the season ahead.

Selene Coronation Ball Welcomes New Royalty in 2025 Celebration

 Selene King and Queen with their 
court and Coronation Bal
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By Meg Damiens, Publicity 
Director

The Krewe Of Diamondhead held 
its Coronation Ball December 6th, 
for the Mardi Gras year 2026 with 
the theme of On Broadway. Master 
of ceremonies Jeff Hardesty opened 
the celebration with the history of 
the Krewe of Diamondhead. 

Visiting royalty was acknowl-
edged; from The Krewe of Boaters, 
King and Queen Elect Rich, and Ei-
leen Linquist. 

Board members from the Krewe of 
Diamondhead were recognized and 
thanked for their unwavering ser-
vice and invaluable contributions to 
the Krewe of Diamondhead. 

The Master of ceremonies and all 
attendees welcomed the Captain of 
the Krewe of Diamondhead, Hoppy 
Smith.

This past Mardi Gras season the 
Krewe Of Diamondhead celebrat-
ed it’s 50th anniversary with the 
theme “the Golden era”. It was a fun 
and unforgettable way to honor five 
decades of tradition- a night where 
flapper flare, jazz-age elegance, and 
Mardi Gras magic came together in a 
true golden-anniversary style. 

The 2025 court entered the ball-
room to their Gatsby theme. The 
court included Duke James Embry 
and Maid Melissa Embry; Duke Den-
nis Holmes and Maid Patty Holmes; 
Duke Health Harwood and Maid 
Jessie Harwood; Duke Alijah Lee 
and Maid Kennedy Kingston. The 
exiting King, Jamie Kingston and 
his Queen, Alison Kingston entered 
the ballroom and paid one last trib-
ute o their subjects. Then the 2025 
court was thanks for their outstand-
ing Mardi Gras season before they 

adjourned to their seats. 
The royal scepters were retired by 

the royal guard of past kings, 2013 
HRH Mickey Hatem, 2019 HRH 
Ron Rhoades and 2024 HRH Jeremy 
Damiens.

The fanfare signaled and the new 
court was then presented. As the 
royal court for 2026 were formally 
announced, they entered the ball-
room and took their place on stage 
where they awaited the arrival of 
the new King and Queen elect. The 
Royal Court for 2026 are Duke Jim-
my Brown and Maid Jeannie Cara-
petian; Duke Ralph Hayes and Maid 
Brenda Hayes; Duke David Sykes 
and Maid Debbie Sykes; Duke Tim 
Kennedy and Maid Kelly Kennedy.

Once again, the fanfare alerted the 
audience to the pending presentation 
of royalty. Queen elect, Teresa Man-
ning entered the ballroom in a full 
length luxurious fabric ball gown, 
with a cream based color and an in-
tricate gold metallic floral design wo-
ven throughout the skirt, creating a 

The Krewe of Diamondhead 
hosts 2025 Coronation Ball 

Photo by Tom and Sara Koger
51st King Harold Manning and his 
Queen Teresa Manning.
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rich and glamorous look the 
featured a dramatic off the 
shoulder neckline. The most 
striking element is the over-
sized bow, which gave the 
top structure and a highly 
theatrical romantic feel. The 
neckline and bow are comple-
mented by short, cap sleeves, 
and long white opera, gloves, 
which added to the formal 
elegance. She then took her 
place on the stage, and once 
again the fanfare played.

King elect, Harold Man-
ning entered the ballroom in 
a traditional black tux. Once 
seated on stage, 2013 HRH 
Mickey Hatem and 2019 
HRH Ron Rhoades presented 
the scepters. 

ALI’I HO NUA the 50th 
Jamie Kingston and Queen 
Alison Kingston crowned 
ALI’I HO NUA the 51st, Har-
old Manning; and his Queen, 
Teresa Manning. And pre-
sented them with their royal 
scepters. 

Captain Hoppy Smith pre-
sented the traditional toast 
to the newly crowned royal-
ty and presented them to the 
Krewe  of Diamondhead. The 
Royal pins were presented by 
President, Jeremy Damiens 
and the royal flag was pre-
sented by Captain, Hoppy 
Smith. 

As “Grand March of Aida” 
played, ALI’I HO NUA, his 
Queen and their royal court 

then proceeded to pay tribute 
to the Krewe as they joined 
the membership for dinner 
and dancing.

The Krewe then enjoyed a 
royal meal prepared by the 
Diamondhead country club. 
Dancing and merriment con-
tinued through the evening 
as Tease Me Band enter-
tained all who attended.

The Krewe of Diamond-
head will hold their annual 
Mardi Gras ball on Febru-
ary 7, 2026 to celebrate this 
year‘s theme, “On Broad-
way”. This will be followed by 
the annual parade that will 
take place, Saturday, Febru-
ary 14, 2026. For information 
or application on the parade 

please contract parade Direc-
tor, Carmen Waring at  kdh-
parade@gmail.com.

If you would like to join 
the Krewe Of Diamondhead, 

please contact our member-
ship director, Dana Wair at 
sedonadana@gmail.com 

Photo by Tom and Sara Koger
Maid Jeannie Carapetian, Maid Brenda Hayes, Maid Deb-
bie Sykes and Maid Kelly Kennedy, Queen Teresa Manning, 
ALI’I HO NUA Harold Manning, Duke Tim Kennedy, Duke Da-
vid Sykes, Duke Ralph Hayes and Duke Jimmy Brown

• SPORTS
The Club at 

Diamondhead Golf 
By Chris Altese, PGA 

Director of Golf
A new year of great golf is here!  We 

are looking forward to another fun 
year of golf at The Club at Diamond-
head!  Happy New Year from all of us 
in Golf Operations!   Let’s all support 
OUR club and make this year one of 
the best!   We hope that all residents 
and annual golf members will partici-
pate in some of the many golf activities 
planned this year.   Even if you don’t 
play golf, you might know someone 
who does…please tell them all to come 
play our Diamondhead golf courses.

Reminder…As part of the efforts 
to maintain and properly utilize the 
World Handicap System/GHIN at The 
Club at Diamondhead for our mem-
bers, we implemented eligibility re-
quirements to play in club events that 

are based on net scores or pre-flighted 
based on handicap/handicap index.  
The eligibility requirements to play 
will continue for 2026.

The 14th annual Gobbler Golf Clas-
sic was held on November 29th (Satur-
day after Thanksgiving.)  Thank you to 
all golfers that supported this event as 
well as all of our golf events this past 
year.  More importantly, this group do-
nated over 260 lbs of canned goods to 
the Hancock County Food Pantry and 
hundreds of toys to the Toys for Tots 
program as part of their entry fee.  
Congratulations to our winners…

Gobbler Results…
Butterball Flight Champions –  

Chris Morrison/Jay Sanders/Kevin 
Rea

Boar’s Head Flight Champions – (7-
way tie) Ronnie Artigues/James Luffy/
Michael Quinn; Tommy Guidroz/Albert 
Ragas/Al Gutierrez; Tracy Albritton/
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William Feigel/Tim Albritton; Jerry 
Shamp/Billy Meighen/Dale Walt-
man; Wayne Fuselier/Fran Smith/
Trish Wright; Ron Yager/Peter Yag-
er/Paul Yarbrough; Dave Czaplicki/
Mark Singer/Jerry Jones

Jennie-O Flight Champions –
Chase Lizana/Nick Parker/Scott 
Parker

Swanson Flight Champions – (3-
way tie) Courtney Nutting/Chris 
Hamilton/Mitchell Nutting; Mark 
Butler/David Evans/Brad Fairly; Jill 
Wiles/Fred Wiles/Tiffany Webb

Join our annual golf membership 
and play more golf!   When you con-
sider the benefits, our annual golf 
memberships are second to none in 
our region.  Full-service, award-win-
ning golf shop.  State-of-the-art Golf 
Academy at Diamondhead.   World 
class practice facilities.   Full-service 
grill and bar.   Friendly and helpful 
golf professionals and staff.   And 
the list goes on.  Play at The Club at 
Diamondhead and be treated like a 
member for the day or join and be a 
member for the year.

Proposed Schedule of 2026 Golf 
Events (subject to change)…

1/17 Double Black Diamond
1/24-1/25 Jack O’Neill Junior 

Championship
2/8  Super Bowl Scramble
2/15  Sweetheart Scramble
4/10-4/12  Big Kahuna Golf Chal-

lenge
4/22-4/23  Ladies’ Malahini Mem-

ber-Guest
5/15-5/17 Malahini Member-Guest
6/5-6/7    Hawaiian Mixed Couples 

Invitational
7/4-7/5  Magnolia Classic
9/11-9/13  Member-Member
10/2-10/4  Diamondhead CP Four 

Ball
10/10 Wheel of Misfortune
10/17 Fall Festival Scramble
10/24-10/25 The Shaka Club 

Championship
11/28  The Gobbler

During this time of year, it is crit-
ical that we all fix two ball marks 
and fill two divots every hole...any 
two will do...they don’t have to be 
yours!   We look forward to seeing 
you “PLAY MORE GOLF.”  The 2026 
Golf Guides will be available soon if 
not already.  Please take the time to 
refresh yourself on our golf policies 
and procedures. As always, let us 
know how we can help.

DWGA
By Colleen Jones

Cooler weather made golf more en-
joyable for us. November 6th we had 
our Trophy Day on the Pine Course. 
The First Flight Low Gross winner 
was Liz Bell and the Low Net had a 
tie between Mary Lou Czaplicki and 
Bet Bowen. The Second Flight Low 
Gross winner was Colleen Jones and 
the Low Net winner was Terry Wilks. 
Closest to the pin winners were Col-
leen Jones on hole #2, Mary Lou 
Czaplicki on hole #6, Liz Bell on hole 
#13 and Joyce Teerling on hole #15.
Birdies were made by Liz Bell, Mar-
gie James and Jill Wiles. Chip-Ins 
were had by Liz Bell and Jill Wiles.

November 13th we played Odd 
Holes Front/Even Holes Back on the 
Cardinal Course. First Flight Win-
ner was Amy Swint, Second place 
was Jeanne Hudgins and Third place 
was Bet Bowen. Second Flight win-
ner was Terry Wilks, Second place 
was Dianne Ackerman and Third 
place had a tie between Kim Knight 
and Ruth Holmes. Closest to the Pin 
winners were Colleen Jones on hole 

#4, Kim Knight on hole #13 and Liz 
Bell on hole #17. Birdies were had by 
Joyce Teerling, Colleen Jones, Terry 
Wilks and Bet Bowen. Chip-Ins were 
had by Joyce Teerling, Judith Sonn-
tag and Kim Knight.

November 20th we had our Turkey 
Shoot Out on the Pine Course. First 
Flight winner was Amy Swint and 
Second place was Mary Lou Czaplic-
ki. Second Flight winner was Colleen 

Jones and Second place was Tiffany 
Webb. Third Flight winner was Kim 
Knight and Second place was Mary 
Wright. Closest to the :Pin winners 
were Judith Sonntag on hole #2, Bet 
Bowen on hole #6. Amy Swint on hole 
#13 and Kim Knight on hole #15. 
Birdies were had by Colleen Jones 
and Amy Swint. Chip-Ins were had 
by Colleen Jones, Judith Sonntag 
and Amy Swint.

November 27th we did not play. 

Turkey Shoot Out winners - Amy 
Swint, Mary Lou Czaplicki, Colleen 
Jones, Tiffany Webb, Kim Knight, 
Mary Wright

Odd/Even winners - Amy Swint, 
Jeanne Hudgins, Dianne Ackerman, 
Kim Knight

Trophy Day winners - Bet Bowen, 
Colleen Jones, Liz Bell
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We gave thanks for living in Dia-
mondhead Mississippi.

DMGA
By Jan Vest

  “The Month the Putts Dropped, 
the Chips Chipped, and the Excus-
es… Improved Dramatically” 

They say November is the month 
of gratitude—well, we’re grateful for 
mulligans, lip-outs that should have 
gone in, and partners who magically 
“found” four extra Stableford points 
on the card. As always, DMGA golf 
delivered the perfect blend of great 
shots, bad bounces, questionable 
decisions, and excellent lies—both 
kinds.

 Let’s dive into a month where the 
scores were low, the trash-talk was 
high, and the turkeys weren’t just on 
the Thanksgiving table.

WEEK 1 – November 1
 ABCD – Mixed Bag
 You know it’s a Mixed Bag when 

half the group brings their A-game 
and the other half brings… snacks. 

The big winners at –12 were a full 
crew of steady assassins: Neil Ricker, 
Gary Blackwell, Alan Cason, and AJ 
Dilley, sweeping the top slot and the 
cash  . Meanwhile, the –10 group was 
so crowded it looked like the check-
out line at Sam’s Club.

  Closest-to-the-Pin masters in-
cluded Marshall Miller dropping one 
to 8’-3”, Brian Brignac cozy at 10’-2”, 
and Joe Murray sticking one to 7’-4”. 
Bill Merna’s 15’-2” on #17 was de-
scribed by witnesses as “closer than 
any of his tee shots the rest of the 
day.”

 Golf Humor of the Week:
One golfer said his swing felt great 

all day—unfortunately, he wasn’t the 
golfer swinging.

WEEK 2 – November 5
 ABCD – 2BB
 This week’s 2-best-ball format led 

to many guys saying, “Well at least 
ONE of us can play.” Luckily the win-
ning team didn’t need a pep talk.

Berni Breen, Norman Bowley, 
Tommy Murphy, and Larry Popovich 
lit it up with a spectacular –16, pock-
eting the top prize money like sea-
soned pros  .

The –15 tier looked like half the 
DMGA roster squeezed onto the podi-
um—seriously, we may need a bigger 
podium next year.

 C.T.P Honors:
Val Miller nearly dunked one from 

1 inch, prompting calls for a drug 
test.

Marshall Miller hit it to 10 inches, 
proving he refuses to be out-Millered.

Todd Cobena’s 8’-3” and Joe Wilks’ 
3’-11” finished the sweep. 

Golf Humor of the Week:
One guy said his putting was per-

fect—every miss went the exact dis-
tance to set up another miss.

WEEK 3 – November 12
PEERS – Stableford (3 Best 

Scores)
Stableford: where aggressive golf-

ers thrive, and cautious golfers say, 
“How many points do I lose if this 
goes badly?”

John Black, Lee Kormandy, Larry 
Osburn, and Joe Doyle tied at the top 
with an impressive 118 points  . Ru-
mor has it their golf balls are filing 
for workers comp.

Just behind at 116–115 sat a hun-
gry pack of Joe Wilks, Randy Dake, 
Joe Murray, Arthur Burgoyne, and 
others who were one good bounce 
away from glory.

C.T.P Standouts:
Dave Wright dropped it to 2’-6”, 

Tom Amedee to 1’-8”, Bill Merna to 
4’-2”, and John McLaughlin to 4’-7”.

Golf Humor of the Week:
Someone asked how Stableford 

works. The answer: “Simple—hit 
the ball, add the points, blame the 
course.”

WEEK 4 – November 19
 ABCD – Stableford (3 Best Scores)
 This one turned into a fireworks 

show.
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 Joe Wilks, Lee Kormandy, Kevin 

Huskins, and Gary Hava exploded 
with 127 points, earning bragging 
rights that will last at least until 
next Wednesday  .

  124–123 pointers included a 
crowd of heavy hitters: George Thi-
bodeaux, John Black, Brian Brignac, 
Arthur Burgoyne, Thomas Amedee, 
Norman Bowley, and others. Solid 
golf all around.

 C.T.P Greatness:
John Legner (5’-3”)
Kevin Huskins (7’-7”)
Brian Brignac (2 feet!)
Dennis Tauzin (7’-7”) 
Golf Humor of the Week:
One golfer said his ball was mag-

netized… unfortunately, it was at-
tracted only to trees.

WEEK 5 – November 26
 Peers – Mixed Bag
  The finale was nothing short of 

spectacular—or bizarre, depending 
on how you interpret the scoring.

 Kevin Huskins, Tom Woolbright, 
Alan Cason, and John Legner all fin-
ished at a scorching –20, dominating 
the field like a turkey leg dominates 
Thanksgiving dinner  .

 A strong –10 group followed, while 
the –8 cluster included pretty much 
the rest of the field—along with our 
very own Jan Vest, who swears the 
–8 would’ve been –20 if not for “the 
dew, the shadows, the humidity, the 
alignment of Mars, and a ball that re-
fuses to listen.”

 C.T.P Results:
Berni Breen (4’-8”)
John Benus (5’-5”)
Neal Ricker (3’-2”)
Marc Patrick (1’-9”)—closest of the 

month!
 Golf Humor of the Week:
One player said he was thankful 

for his family, his health, and the one 
fairway he hit all month.

FINAL PUTT OF THE MONTH
 Just like a 3-footer for par, don’t 

leave this short:
 SIGN UP NOW FOR YOUR 2026 

DMGA MEMBERSHIP!
Let’s make next year even better—

with more laughs, more birdies, and 
fewer “I swear I hit that well” mo-
ments.

If you’d like this turned into a PDF 
newsletter, email flyer, Word docu-
ment, or poster-style layout, just let 
me know!

DWGAN
By Shirley Halterman

By the time you get to read this 
we will have all celebrated a most 
Blessed and Merry Christmas and 
hopefully a prosperous and Happy 
New Year!   It seems that tempera-
tures along our Gulf Coast can keep 
us guessing.  One day it is 70 degrees 
and beautiful and the next we are 
shivering with frosty breezes.

On Tuesday, November 18th, it 
was a beautiful day and 37 of our 
players turned out to play in our Tur-
key Day competition on the Front of 
the Pine Course which was followed 
by a General Meeting and luncheon.  
During this event we each are provid-
ed with our average score for the year 
and challenged to meet or beat that 
score.   With such a good turnout of 
gals, we were able to give awards in 
Four Flights.  In Flight #1 - 1st Place 
went to Ann Nutting, 2nd Place to 
Toni Rossol and 3rd Place to Judith 
Sonntag.   For Flight #2 - 1st Place 
was taken by Beryl Laird, 2nd Place 
went to Mary Ann Stromeyer and 
3rd Place to Kathie Pierson.   When 
it came to Flight #3 - 1st Place was 
awarded to Kathy Jones, 2nd Place 
to Pattie Blackwood (in a scorecard 
playoff) with Cheryl Saak who took 
3rd Place.   And, finally, Flight #4 
(with another scorecard playoff) 1st 
Place went to Judy Wright, 2nd Place 
to Carole Griffin and 3rd Place was 
awarded to Sue Hebert.  During this 
event we also awarded cash for Clos-
est-to-the-Pin and Lowest Putts.  For 
Closest-to-the-Pin on Hole #2 Anne 
Payne took the honors in Flight #1, 
Ruth Holmes in Flight #2, Monica 

Jordan in Flight #3 and Sue Hebert 
in Flight #4.   For this same compe-
tition on Hole #6, Brigitte Becker 
came in first in Flight 1, MaryAnn 
Stromeyer in Flight 2, Monica Jordan 
in Flight 3 (good job Monica scoring 
closest to the pin on both Par Three 
Holes), and Judy Wright in Flight 
#4.   When it came to Lowest Putts, 
Toni Rossol won in Flight 1, Mary-
Ann Stromeyer in Flight 2, Monica 

Jordan in Flight 3 and Carole Griffin 
in Flight 4.  MaryAnn Stromeyer was 
on a role and also scored a Birdie on 
#6.  Both Monica Jordan and Carole 
Griffin were also on their top games 
with Chip-ins on Hole #7.  Great job 
ladies!   At our General Meeting we 
also elected a new Board of Officers 
for 2026.  Cathy Gesell will serve as 
President, Judith Brannan as Vice 
President, Nancy Barker as Treasur-

:All the members of the NINES wish 
you a most PROSPEROUS, HAP-
PY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR

Our ladies showing some of toys 
collected for CASA
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Anne Payne receives Most 
Improved Player from Pres. 
Bridgitte Becker.
er, Susie Fontenot as Secre-
tary while Monica Jordan 
and MaryAnn Stromeyer will 
share the position of Handi-
cap Tournament Chairs

A Shamble was the game 
for November 25th.  We had 
18 ladies come out to play pro-
viding us with six three-per-
son teams. Our First Place 
Team with a score of 94 was 
composed of Sue Hebert, 
Kim Knight and Kathie Pier-
son.   In Second Place with 
a score of 99 were Kathy 

Jones, MaryAnn Stromeyer 
and Judy Tauzin.   Not to be 
left out, in Third Place with 
a score of 101 were Pattie 
Blackwood, Monica Jordan 
and Mary Wright. On this 
Tuesday we also presented 
Kathie Pierson and Terry 
Wilks with Hole-in-One Pins.

Weather was not very co-
operative on Tuesday, De-
cember 2nd, and officially 
our game was cancelled as 
the Cardinal Course was cart 
path only and only six brave 
gals came out to play.  But, to 
their credit, Nancy Barker, 
Brigitte Becker, Kathie Es-
her, Cathy Gesell and Mary-
Ann Stromeyer played with 
permission of the ProShop 
and had a good time.

We celebrated the coming 
Christmas Holidays on Tues-
day, December 9th, with a 
game of three person teams 
(Santa, Rudolph, and a Snow-
man). After playing a hole 
you proceed to the next hole 
to see which team member’s 

score will be recorded. The 
morning started quite chilly 
but gradually warmed up.  
With only 15 gals playing we 
awarded three places.   First 
Place Team:   Kim Knight, 
Kathy Pierson and Pau-
line Singer with a net score 
of 69.   Second Place Team:  
Cathy Gesell, Judy Tauzin 
and Judy Wright with a net 
score of 77.   And the Third 
Place Team: Judy Brannan, 
Theresa Mauterer and Lisa 

Pretzello.   We all warmed up 
at our Christmas Luncheon 
where we were joined by sev-
eral other members and as 
we have done in the past col-
lected several toys for CASA.  
In addition, we awarded our 
Most Improved Player of the 
year trophy to Anne Payne.  
Congratulations Anne!

 
Teeing off with Teddy 

Program
By Brigitte Becker
The Jack O’Neill Memori-

al Charity Fund once again 

sponsored theTeeing Off 
with Teddy event in conjunc-
tion with the Diamondhead 
The Gobbler Tournament 
that was held Saturday No-
vember 29.      Each partici-
pating golfer was encouraged 
to donate stuffed animals, 
toys, games, books, etc. for 
the Marine Corps Toys for 
Tots Program. Last year we 
filled 6 boxes and this year 
the golfers’ generosity once 
again managed to overload a 
similar number of boxes with 
gift items for the children.   

From left, Sandy Price, Ma-
rine Sgt Geovany Mendez, 
Leslie O’Neill, Marine Sgt 
Corey Sawert and LaDonna 
Brown. 

DWGA -- As the year closed, we were only able to play one playday on Thursday. With the 
holiday and weather, we did get to play our Christmas Scramble on the Pine Course and 
have our Christmas party and lunch.  The Winning team was Teresa Ertel, Dianne Acker-
man, Judy Tauzin and Patty Hourin. The Second Place team was Mary Lou Czaplicki, Anne 
Payne, Pat Ellis and Brigitte Becker. The Closest to The Pin was dominated by Teresa Ertel, 
she got hole #2, #6 and #13. Pauline Singer stole hole #15 away from her. At our Christmas 
Luncheon the Most Improved Player was announced as Amy Swint. The player who attend-
ed the most Playdays was Joanne Fried. Happy New Year. Pictured: Christmas Scramble 
Winners - Teresa Ertel, Judy Tauzin, Dianne Ackerman, Patty Hourin, Anne Payne, Pat Ellis, 
Brigitte Becker, Mary Lou Czaplicki.
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