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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

BY NANCY SISLOW,
BOARD PRESIDENT

Your POA Board spent the
past month continuing to find
ways to trim costs and exploring
ways to develop consistent fund-
ing for the future. We have also
interviewed some excellent can-
didates for the position of Gen-
eral Manager. Trying to man-
age a large corporation without
a full time, paid key officer has
been a challenge for this Board
of volunteers. Given our uncer-
tain future, a General Manager
is a must. It is hoped that by
the time you read this, one will
have selected and accepted the
position (fingers-crossed).
Diamondhead’s history has
evolved as problems have been
addressed, just as we are doing
now. After Hurricane Katrina,
the POA struggled with restor-
ing the amenities and the POA
Board began to contemplate if
recovery would be easier if a city
were formed. (Ilearned that the
POA status as a not-for-profit
corporation impacted our abili-
ty to obtain grants to help with
repair, and that a city has more
options to seek and retain

grant funds.) In 2006, based
on comparisons of remaining a
POA, potential annexation by
Bay St. Louis, and incorpora-
tion, the POA decided to begin
the process to incorporate Dia-
mondhead into a city. A com-
mittee of community members
began by seeking volunteers,
holding meetings to answer
questions, and acquiring the re-
quired signatures to accompany
the petition of incorporation for
the State of Mississippi. Two-
thirds of the registered voters
had to sign the petition. Legal
challenges and continued dis-
cussions played out until Dia-
mondhead was incorporated as
a city in 2012.

As you can see, change and
working for a new future takes
time and effort. We may all be
called upon to express our opin-
ions and share in a project to
assure our amenities remain in-
tegrated in our community.

I, and all the Members of the
Board, thank you for the oppor-
tunity to serve the Diamond-
head Property Owners Associa-
tion and its great amenities.
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Coastal Communities to Welcome 30+ Authors for Third Annual HOMEGROWN Event

The area’s literary elite, book-
worm’s (avid readers!), storytellers,
just plain regular folks, and aspir-
ing writers are in for a treat that is
not an exaggeration when you apply
the description of “world class” to
the event. Beginning with Simon &
Schuster’s best-selling author, Lisa
Genova, amidst her national book
tour to promote her newest book,
MORE OR LESS MADDY, released
on January 14th, people will get a
chance to hear first-hand about a
young woman (Maddy) diagnosed
with bipolar disorder and having
to grapple with its effects. Author
Genova, a Harvard-educated neuro-
scientist, sprang into national prom-
inence with her first novel, STILL
ALICE, which was made into a hit
film starring Julianne Moore, who
won the best actor Academy Award
for her role as a fifty-something pro-
fessional wrestling with early Alz-
heimer’s. Genova’s book was one of
two books selected for a community
reading initiative that began last
July in Diamondhead. According to
Leah Holmes, branch manager of the
East Hancock/Diamondhead library
branch, this led to the publisher and
author’s interest in Coastal Missis-
sippi. Author Genova will be present-
ed IN CONVERSATION with an-
other acclaimed author, Mississippi
native Katy Simpson Smith, who was

recently awarded the adult fiction
“Book of the Year” by the Mississippi
Library Commission.

Not to be outdone by author Geno-
va’s high profile and national prom-
inence, more than 30 other authors
— some of the finest and most talent-
ed from Mississippi, New Orleans,
and points beyond — will participate
in live, in-person discussions of their
books and what inspires them to be
writers. Last year, nearly 400 people
attended the HOMEGROWN liter-
ary event after the Hancock County
Library System teamed with its Har-
rison County counterpart to produce
and present a full day of programs
that 1s free and open to the public.
HOMEGROWN was created in No-
vember 2019, before COVID tabled
plans to offer the annual Gulf Coast
event with the talent to pull atten-
dance from both the New Orleans
and Mobile (AL) areas.

HOMEGROWN 2025 weaves a
theme about “storytelling” through
its various sessions according to Kev-
in Cole, who handles PR/Marketing
for the library system. “Writers tell
stories much of the time,” stated
Cole, “and Mississippians are known
to be great storytellers.” One of the
most widely known and award-win-
ning professional storytellers, Diane
Williams (Jackson, MS) will lead a
panel that is made up of authors, a

musician, and an artist/photographer
in attempt to present a multi-disci-
plinary program that cuts across a
broad interest level. Margot Cooper
(book: DEEP INSIDE THE BLUES),
Dan Gutstein (book: POOR GAL),
Kathryn Lewis, director of The Tell-
ing Trees Project in Stone County,
and

Williams will present a lively dis-
cussion that is sure to appeal to a
broad range of literary fans.

An authors panel that proved so
popular last January that HOME-
GROWN event organizers have de-
cided to make it an annual a feature
of the HOMEGROWN event. The
session entitled, THE ART OF THE
COOKBOOK will feature four au-
thors/chefs and “foodies” whose books
are especially popular. Malcolm
White, former director of the Missis-
sippi Arts Commission, and founder
of the popular Hal & Mal’s restau-
rant in Jackson will moderate a pan-
el comprised of Mellissa M. Martin
(mew cookbook, BAYOU), from Mos-
quito Supper Club (NOLA), Dale
Gray, author of the popular SOUTH
OF SOMEWHERE, which chronicles
Gray’s travels as a foodie and resi-
dent of South Africa, South Korea,
and now America’s South, having
moved to Mississippi with her hus-
band (formerly in the U.S. military)
whom she met while living in South

Korea. Gray’s blog following num-
bers in the hundreds of thousands.
Author Matt Haines returns to the
area with his comprehensive (and
timely!) THE BIG BOOK OF KING
CAKE, and popular author/chef and
travel writer, Robert St. John (book:
MISSISSIPPI MORNINGS) rounds
out the stellar panel. Hancock Coun-
ty Library System executive director,
John Brdecka noted that books by
all of the participating authors will
be available for sale. Authors will
be available to sign/autograph their
books for guests.

IN CONVERSATION sessions will
also include a much anticipated
hour-long discussion between New
Orleans-based M.O. (Neal) Walsh,
whose book, THE BIG DOOR PRIZE
has recently inspired an Apple TV+
limited series that can now be viewed
online, who will be talking with Beth
Kander, a playwright and author of I
MADE IT OUT OF CLAY, which was
just published in December, and shot
to the Amazon best sellers list amidst
rave reviews. Walsh is the director
of the Creative Writing Graduate
Program at the University of New
Orleans, while Kander has Missis-

* Se¢e HOMEGROWN
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+ MINUTES
Continued from Page 2

man met with the City and came
to an understanding that the ship
store will be moved less. Pot holes
that have developed will be done
soon after 2025’s budget discussion.
The airport fuel pump isn’t register-
ing the fuel, parts have come in but
waiting on the airport operator to fix
it. Recreation Committee- Pickleball
continues to grow with demand. The
chairman is eager to bring forth a pro-
posal for the board to help increase
the capacity for Pickleball. Adminis-
tration/Legal Committee- Going over
the current financial losses, and the
status of the current annual dues go-

ing into 2025. There will need to be
cost reductions for various depart-
ments as well as an overall increase
of revenues from those producing
revenue departments. We discussed
the status and strategy of following
liens on the amounts due prior to ex-
piration as well as the option of hir-
ing a temporary employee for a col-
lection phone campaign. A discussion
of potential upcoming expenditures
reporting those in rears who have
not paid prior to the expiration of
the covenants to the credit bureaus.
Viability of various POA amenities.
And discussion of general payroll ex-
penses within the club. House/Club
Committee- The thanksgiving buffet
was a hit, with over 700 individuals
attending. There was a safety con-
cern in the kitchen floor area. They

were addressed and corrected by the
facilities coordinator. The new menu
will be available January 1, 2025.
The inventory control will be up and
running by the end of December on
schedule. A weekly inventory will be
conducted. Facilities/Safety Commit-
tee- Nothing to report. Golf/Grounds
Committee- Nothin to report.
GENERAL MANAGER’'S REPORT —
Controller McInnis gave a report in-
cluding financial data and Marketing
report.

POA MEMBERS COMMENTS ON
AGENDA ITEMS —None.

REGULAR AGENDA —

2024-34- A motion to hire a tempo-
rary employee for collections phone
campaign. Motion made by Director
Blackwood and seconded by Ex-Of-
ficio Becker. Motion carries with

President Sislow, Treasurer Black-
wood, Director LaFontaine, Director
Pineau, Director Nutting, Director
Stromeyer. Director Lee and Director
Tubbs and Ex-Officio Becker in favor.
POA MEMBERS COMMENTS ON
NON-AGENDA ITEMS — Ernie Kno-
bloch spoke about property taxes.
NEXT MEETING — The next sched-
uled meeting will be on Monday, Jan-
uary 20, 2025, at 6:00 P.M. at the Di-
amondhead City Hall Chambers.
ADJOURN to Executive Session-
Motion made by Vice President Gi-
arrusso and seconded by Treasurer
Blackwood. The meeting adjourned
at 6:32pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Meg Damiens

POA Board Secretary
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Grief Support: Help for the pain of losing a loved one

If you have lost someone you love, you know just
how painful and unbearable the feelings are. If
you are still suffering the pain of loss or know
someone who is going through this, there is help.
There 1s a 6-week Grief Support Group that will
be meeting again beginning February 26, 2025. If
the loss was recent, or even sometime in the past,
it can be a helpful way to deal with the lingering
emptiness, loneliness, and host of other feelings
that accompany death.

Grief is a normal human experience. If you are
in a relationship in your life, whether it 1s mari-
tal, parent/child, sibling, friendship, or committed
partnership, you will experience grief if one of the

persons die. Grief expresses itself in a vast num-
ber of ways. It may be very clear that you are in
pain from the loss. It can affect sleep, appetite,
work, mood, thinking, productivity, or other rela-
tionships. If you find yourself “off” since your loss,
that may be the way you are doing grief.

Regardless, there are ways to soften the pain, and
one of the most effective ways is to share the loss
with others who are also going through grief. A
grief support group provides a safe, confidential
place to share individual memories, thoughts, and
feelings with others who understand your pain. As
you listen to others in the group talk about their
loss, it also has a healing effect for each member

of the group.

Please consider joining this group that is being
offered in the Diamondhead community. It is fa-
cilitated by experienced counselors who want to
help you process your loss and move forward in a
healthy and positive way.

The group will meet at St. Thomas Episcopal
Church at 5303 Diamondhead Circle, across from
the Diamondhead Community Center. They be-
gin at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, February 26 and
will last for approximately an hour. Sessions are
free to the participants. You can contact Cornelia
(228.363.2211) or St. Thomas Episcopal Church
(228.255.9213) for any questions.

Diamondhead Aviation: Practice makes perfect

BY PAUL GILBERT

You don’t get the perfect golf swing
without years of practice. Musicians
practice to maintain technical and
motor skills. Why would anyone
think practice isn’t a key component
to superior airmanship? Blue An-
gels pilots average around one hun-
dred-twenty hours practice during
the winter season and then rehearse
their full routine the day before each

actual show. Every practice session
is followed by an extensive and can-
did self critique.

If we're being honest with ourselves,
where could we use more practice?
Skill levels depend greatly on the
type of flying we do and the frequency
of flights. But as a flight instructor, I
often see the following weak areas.
Go-arounds: A go-around is always
possible, but low altitude, unexpect-
ed go-arounds warrant special con-

sideration. Maintaining control while
changing from approach and landing
phase to a climb 1s a lot to ask of any-
one.

The Airplane Flying Handbook says,
‘The go-around is not inherently dan-
gerous in itself. It becomes danger-
ous only when delayed unduly or exe-
cuted improperly.

The key to a good go-around is a
prompt response. Remember, Pow-
er-Pitch-Climb-Configure. Since go-

around from low altitude may be is-
sued by tower or caused by animals,
aircraft or ground vehicles entering
the runway, it should be practiced to
the point of being automatic.

Engine failure procedures are an-
other time when startle factor can

* See AVIATION
Page 9

+ HOMEGROWN
Continued from Page 3

sippi roots with in-laws from Ocean
Springs, and serves as an adjunct fac-
ulty at the Mississippi University for
Women in Columbus. Leah Holmes
described the energy level and cre-
ativity of the two authors as “nothing
but ‘off-the-charts positive!” “

Acclaimed author and award-win-
ner, New Orleans-based Jason Berry
will discuss his book and documen-
tary film entitled, CITY OF A MIL-
LION DREAMS that is an historical
look and assessment of NOLA’s van-
ishing tradition of the second-line fu-
nerals. Berry will be interviewed by
area director of the 100 MEN HALL,
Rachel Dangermond.

A very special and exclusive film
screening of EUDORA, a documenta-
ry film, with companion book, by Mis-
sissippi filmmaker and author/artist
Anthony Thaxton, which was pre-
miered at the prestigious Mississippi
Book Festival in September will be
screened in the afternoon session of
the HOMEGROWN 2025 event. An
author “talk back” session will follow
the film screening.

Additionally, of special interest to
writers is a PUBLISHERS FORUM
with four regional publishing compa-
nies fielding questions from those au-
dience members interested in learn-
ing how to navigate and prepare for
dealings with book publishers. Com-
panies include the University Press
of Mississippi (Jackson), Nautilus
Publishing (Oxford), Pelican Pub-
lishing (NOLA), and Dogwood Press
(MS).

Other author panels that are sure
to please and offering something for
everyone include: An IN CONVER-
SATION discussion with ROOTED
online magazine founder, Lauren
Rhoades and author Lee Durkee
(book: THE LAST TAXI DRIVER,
and its sequel); plus a session enti-
tled (re)VISITING KATRINA: YEAR
20 with a panel of authors who've
written personal accounts inspired
by Gulf Coast experiences with Hur-
ricane Katrina (2005). Moderated
by Ground Zero Hurricane Museum
director, Bernie Cullen, the panel
includes, author Margaret McMul-
lan (book: AFTERMATH LOUNGE),
journalist and photographer Ellis
Anderson (book: UNDER SURGE,
UNDER SIEGE), and Rob Gaudet,
founder and author of CAJUN NAVY

GROUND FORCE; and (re)INTRO-
DUCING WALTER ANDERSON
with panelists John Anderson (book:
THE BICYCLE LOGS OF WALTER
ANDERSON), Mary Anderson Pick-
ard (book: ANDERSON’S ALICE),
and Kendell Dunkleberg (book: BAR-
RIER ISLAND SUITE), moderated
by the director of the Walter Ander-
son Museum of Art, Julian Rankin.
Two young readers author pan-
els will also be included. These are
CHILDREN’S LITERATURE with
authors, Marshall Ramsey (book:
SAVING SAM! A BANJO THE DOG
STORY), Bay St. Louis’s best-sell-
ing Amazon books author Natalie
Guess (book: THE BIGGEST, THE
OLDEST, THE STRONGEST), and
Emily Liner (book: STRETCH LIKE
SCARLET), with moderator and au-
thor Andrea Moreau, all of whom will
offer insight and tips on writing for
children. A young adult reader YA
LITERATURE panel will feature
Florida author Phillippe Diederich
(book: DIAMOND PARK), Johnnie
Bernhard (HANNAH & ARIELA),
moderated by Tracy Carr.

The HOMEGROWN 2025 event is
free and is open to the public. The
event takes place on the Universi-
ty of Southern Mississippi’s GULF

PARK CAMPUS in Long Beach.
Doors open at 8:30 AM with the pro-
gram beginning promptly at 9 AM.
People can come and go throughout
the day to sample sessions of most
interest. The film screening of EU-
DORA is scheduled for 2:30 PM. The
event concludes at 5 PM. King Cake
will be served, and onsite food service
will be provided by 228COCINA ca-
tering.

The Hancock County Library Sys-
tem acknowledges the following en-
tities for financially supporting the
HOMEGROWN event: The Library
Foundation of Hancock County; the
Mississippi Humanities Council;
the Mississippi Arts Commission;
COASTAL MISSISSIPPI for its trav-
el & tourism support; and the O’Con-
ner/McMullan Family Foundation.
Special thanks and appreciation also
go out to Pass Christian Books and
to 301 EAST SCENIC in Pass Chris-
tian for book sales and special event
support.

People are encouraged to register
online in advance of the February
1, 2025, event date. Space for some
sessions is limited. To register and
for more information, interested per-
sons can go to: https://hcls.info/home-
grown
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Diamondhead VFW Post 2330 Honors Patriot’s Pen Essay Winners

BY MICHAEL BURKE

The Diamondhead VFW Post
2880 celebrated the achievements of
young writers during its annual Post
Christmas dinner, held at the Club
at Diamondhead. The event recog-
nized the 2024-2025 winners of the
Patriot’s Pen essay competition, a na-
tional VFW-sponsored program that
encourages middle school students to
share their perspectives on an annu-
al patriotic theme.

This year’s theme, “My Voice in
America’s Democracy,” inspired

From left, Post 2880 Sr. Vice Com-
mander Donald Crosby, gold med-
al winner Odin Henderson, bronze
medal winner Asia Kocsis, silver
medal winner Miya Rogers and Post
2880 Commander Doug Maxwell.

thoughtful essays from students at
Hancock Middle School, who are
sponsored by Post 2880. The winners
received certificates of achievement,
medals, and cash prizes for their out-
standing work.

The evening’s honorees included
gold medal winner Odin Henderson,
silver medalist Miya Rogers, and
bronze medalist Asia Kocsis. They
were recognized by Post 2880 lead-
ers, including Senior Vice Command-
er Donald Crosby and Commander
Doug Maxwell, who praised the stu-
dents for their insight and passion

for democracy.

The Patriot’s Pen program aims to
engage youth in civic discourse and
highlight the importance of demo-
cratic values. By participating, stu-
dents not only enhance their writing
skills but also deepen their under-
standing of the principles that shape
the nation.

VFW Post 2880 is committed to
fostering patriotism and supporting
the development of the next genera-
tion of leaders.

Diamondhead VFW Post 2880 Recogmzes Voice of Democracy Winners
b

BY MICHAEL BURKE

The 2024-2025 Voice of Democra-
cy (VOD) winners were celebrated in
grand fashion during the Diamond-
head VFW Post 2880’s annual Christ-
mas dinner at the Club at Diamond-
head. This prestigious event honored
local high school students for their
exceptional essays and recordings
reflecting on the theme, “Is America
Today Our Forefathers’ Vision?”

The Voice of Democracy program,
established in 1947, is the Veterans
of Foreign Wars’ flagship scholarship
competition. Open to high school stu-

From left, Post 2880 Sr Vice Com-
mander Donald Crosby, VOD silver
Medal winner Conner Boughton,
gold medal winner Brian David-
son, bronze medal winner Lauriana
Winters and Post 2880 Commander
Doug Maxwell.

dents, the program encourages par-
tlclpants to explore patriotic themes
and articulate their perspectives
through writing and voice recordings.

Post 2880 proudly sponsors stu-
dents from Hancock High School,
offering them the opportunity to par-
ticipate in this esteemed competition.
This year’s winners received certifi-
cates of achievement, medals, and
cash prizes in recognition of their
outstanding submissions.

The award recipients were Brian
Davidson, who took home the gold
medal, Conner Boughton, the silver
medalist, and Lauriana Winters, the

bronze medalist. They were congrat-
ulated by Post 2880 Senior Vice Com-
mander Donald Crosby and Com-
mander Doug Maxwell during the
festive evening.

The Voice of Democracy program
continues to inspire youth across the
nation, encouraging critical thinking
and civic engagement while foster-
ing an appreciation for the principles
upon which the United States was
founded. Post 2880’s dedication to
this program reflects its commitment
to empowering the next generation of
leaders and patriots.

« AVIATION
Continued from Page 8

result in delayed reaction times.
Some pilots immediately start their
well-practiced routine of checking
fuel selector, primer, carb heat and
the rest. But while this is being done,
are you losing precious altitude while
heading away from a good land-
ing spot? Attempts to restore power
should only be considered after pitch-
ing for best glide airspeed and turn-
ing toward your landing area.

If you lose power in cruise, imme-
diately pitch for best glide airspeed.
This may produce a climb and more
altitude 1s always a good thing. While
pitching for airspeed, start looking
for a landing spot and turn toward it.

After you've got the plane trimmed
for best glide and you're heading to
your landing spot, THEN you can
start trying to restore power.

A word on landing spots. When
considering landing spots, is a high-
way the best idea? That long, straight
length of pavement looks perfect, but
power lines and unpredictable cars
and trucks can be hard to plan for.
Open fields can be a good choice but
soft mud or uneven surfaces may
grab landing gear. Gear up or gear
down? Time spent chair flying these
situations alone or with other pilots
could provide some valuable insights.

Stalls: While we’re talking about
startle factor, we might as well men-
tion stalls. The stalls we do in train-
ing may be uncomfortable, but we
know what’s about to happen. Sud-
denly hearing the stall horn while

less than a thousand feet above
ground will make even seasoned pi-
lots’ hearts skip a beat or twelve. The
reason we practice stalls in training
is to teach stall awareness, recogni-
tion and build the muscle memory of
stall recovery.

If this recovery procedure is not
instinctual, it’s too easy for the brain
to override the muscles when trees
are too close for comfort. But if we re-
spond to the stall horn with a further
increase in pitch, those trees will get
a lot closer a lot faster. Forward pres-
sure on the controls to reduce angle
of attack is the only way to make that
wing start flying again.

While training in the real aircraft,
there’s no way to surprise the student
with an unexpected stall and it’s not
safe to practice stalls a low altitude.
This can, however, be done in a simu-

lator and I would highly recommend
it if your flight school has access to a
flight simulator.

Practice it until it’s automatic.
Pitch (forward control pressure),
power (max available), reduce bank,
pitch (return to pre-stall condition af-
ter regaining flying speed).

Using a Blue Angels style self-cri-
tique, think about what you could im-
prove in your daily flying or prepara-
tion for the unexpected. Call up your
friendly neighborhood flight instruc-
tor and practice, practice. As I men-
tioned last month, there are many
seminars that cover areas of common
deficiencies, and group flying activi-
ties can be a fantastic way of connect-
ing with other pilots.

Until next month, blue skies.
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ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
5303 Diamondhead Circle
Diamondhead, MS 39525-3203

(228) 255-9213

mail @stthomasdiamondhead.org
WORSHIP TIMES

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Sunday 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

DIAMONDHEAD

COMMUNITY CHURCH

5301 Diamondhead Circle

(288) 255-5556

dhcommunitychurch.org

Weekly Schedule

SUNDAY

Worship: 10:00 a.m.

Lifeline Discipleship Classes for all ages: 9
a.m.

Adult Christian Education Classes: 9 a.m.
“Wired” Rehearsal : 5 p.m.

TUESDAY

GriefShare: 2 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

Youth Activities : 5:30 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal : 5:30 p.m.

DIAMONDHEAD

METHODIST CHURCH

A GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH
5305 Noma Drive

Diamondhead, MS 39525

Office: 228-255-6888

Email: office @diamondheadmethodist-
church.org

Website: www.diamondheadmethodist-
church.org

Facebook: Diamondhead Methodist Church
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

MOST HOLY TRINITY

CATHOLIC CHURCH

9062 Kiln Delisle Road

Pass Christian, MS 39571

228-255-1294

Email: admin@mbhtcatholic.org

Website: http://mhtcatholic.org

Mass Times:

Monday — Friday: 8:00 a.m.

Saturday: 4:00 & 6:00 p.m.

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:00-3:30 p.m., or
by appointment

JACOB’S WELL BAPTIST CHURCH
29554 Vic Faye Road, Pass
Christian, MS 39571, 228-255-

2555, jacobswellms@aol.com
Worship times on Sundays:

8:45 a.m. Worship, 10 a.m. Sunday
School, and 11 a.m. Worship

ANNUNCIATION CATHOLIC CHURCH
5370 Kiln-DeLisle Rd. Kiln, MS 39556

The Tax Lagies

Due to the tremendous growth of owr customer base, we are happy to
announca that we will now have the preparation services of a Certified
Public Accountant availabile on a gart time basis.

Wi are opan for Incoma tax preparation from Jansary &th - April 18th, 2025
- Open Mondsy through Thursday for drog off appointments between
10am-2pm. (Other arrangements for evenings or weekends can be
arrangedl. Our remaining hours will ba spent preparing and arranging pick

up Tor poier relums.

Wi will now be offering bookkeeping services for individualts, families and
small businesses, Call for e information, Rates determined by difficulty

of services needed.

£28-586-3352 | 4423 B LEISURE TIME DR. | DIAMONDHEAD, M35

(228)255-1800 www.annunciationkiln.
com

Masses: Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m.; Sunday
8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.; Weekday 8:00
a.m. (Chapel)

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday 3
p.m. to 3:45 p.m.; Sunday 9:45 a.m. to

10:15 a.m. and other times by appointment.

Adoration: Tuesday 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.;
Friday 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

LUTHERAN CHURCH

OF THE PINES

309 Highway 90

Waveland, MS 39576

228-467-6771

Pastor Brock Cain

Services every Sunday morning are at
10:00 a.m.

Sunday School for children and adults at
9:00 a.m.

Every Wed., we offer Bible study at 1 p.m.

OLD TOWN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
PCUSA

114 Ulman Ave.

Bay St. Louis, MS 39520

Pastor: Rev. Richard T. Gillespie, Th.D.
(256) 443-4100

Worship, 10 a.m.

Adult Sunday School, 9 a.m.

HEALTH

THE CHURCH AT 112

Romans 1:12 -- “When we get together, |
want to encourage you in your faith, but

| also want to be encouraged by yours.”
(NLT)

17077 Kapalama Dr., Suite B

Pass Christian, MS 39571

Pastor: James Reardon

Email: james@c112.org.

Our mission is to help encourage the peo-
ple of Diamondhead and the surrounding
areas towards faith in Christ. Our desire is
to minister to both the unchurched (those
with little or no church experience) and
those we call the de-churched (individuals
who have been hurt in the past or disil-
lusioned by the actions of some within a
church setting). Join us in worship -- Sun-
day at 10 a.m.

We also extend an invitation for you to
attend one or more of C 112’s monthly
activities and events. We offer men’s, wom-
en’s and mixed small groups/Bible studies;
children, youth, and family activities. Please
check out C 112’s regularly updated Face-
book page and our website to find out the
time, place and description of the events in
which you are most interested.

Facebook: C112

Website: c112.org.

INSURANCE

MEDICARE SPECIALISTS

Lisa Ladner Agency, LLC
5402 Aloha Dr. Suite C | Diamondhead, MS 39525

Advantage Plans * Medigap Plans
Dental & Vision + Affordable Care Act

|.isa Ladner
22B-424-6125

Brittney Ladner King
228-343-2422
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JOHN HALL

ABR, GRI, e-FRO
CHamondhead Resident since 1995

Call SELL phone:

(228) 669-6111

Also censed in Alabama for
Orange Beach & Guif Shores

“CALL HALL"

G612 HALE CT
3Dy 2 7/2 BA, 3,358 5F, 5329,000

20 ACRES HWY 49 NORTH - GULFPORT
Zomod B=4 Highway buginess, $109,000

TH24 ALAWAI AVE.
3 BD, 2 BA, 2,734 SF, with 680 5F guesthouse, $385,000

CALL ME TO DISCUSS LISTING YOUR HOME!
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THURSDAY MORNING
LINE DANCING

BY MOLLY KOONEY

Lessons and dancing, led by Molly,
will be held from 10:00 -11:00 am
on THURSDAYS at the DIAMOND-
HEAD COMMUNITY CENTER.
New solid flooring and a huge space.
Plenty of room for social distancing.
Everyone is welcome.

Great exercise, great fun, $1 room
rental per person, per session.

FOR DETAILS OR CANCELLA-
TIONS see our web site:
https://sites.google.com/site/getmov-
ing12345678/

DIAMONDHEAD GARDEN CLUB
BY BRIERLEY ACKER

For anyone who missed the Decem-
ber meeting you missed a great pro-
gram by Jim DelPrince on making
Christmas decorations from greenery
and plants growing in your garden.
The garden club Christmas tree at
the Hancock library won first place
for our tree at our library and third
place between all the county librar-
ies. Congratulations to all the ladies
who worked so hard.

Our next meeting will be on Febru-
ary 19th and the program will be Ex-
ploring the Crosby Arboretum by the
arboretum director Pat Drackett. If
you have not been to the arboretum,
make time to visit. Not now though,
wait for better weather and the arbo-
retum 1is in all it’s glory with native
plants. They may even be having a
sale on the plants if you choose the
“right” weekend.

The garden club meets on the third
Wednesday of the month September
— May 10 am at the Diamondhead
Community Church. Everyone is
welcome. We have several commu-
nity projects in the works that may
interest you or something you might
like to suggest.

DIAMONDHEAD
GEAUX HIKING

BY SHIRLEY EDWARDS

Ahhh... February... the month for
lovers... And the DH Geaux Hiking
Club LOVES getting out there along
the trails. If you're also a lover of hik-
ing and the outdoors, join us on one of
our up-coming hikes.

Saturday, February 1-- Fountaineb-

leau Trail, Ocean Springs. This hike
is sponsored by the Jackson County
Recreation Department, Mississip-
pi Sandhill Crane Wildlife Refuge,
and the Audubon Society and is led
by an expert naturalist. Explore
our constantly-changing coastal en-
vironment as we hike through the
marsh, followed by lunch somewhere
nearby. Meet at Twin Lakes a bit be-
fore 8:00am. Leave at 8:00am. Hike
starts in Ocean Springs at 9:00am.
Leader from Diamondhead to Ocean
Springs: Sheila Edwards

Thursday, February 13—We'll travel
to the Global Wildlife Center in Fol-
som, LA, to explore one of the largest
free-roaming wildlife preserves of its
kind in the country. It is home to over
2,000 exotic, endangered, and threat-
ened animals from all over the world.
After our arrival, we'll take a wagon
tour for an up-close visit with some
of these creatures; cost $22.76. Lat-
er we'll have lunch somewhere near-
by. Meet 9:00am at the front of the
DH Country Club to form car pools.
Leader: Joanne Homer

Thursday, February 20—We're gon-
na stay closer to home and take
advantage of some of our coastal
trails, including the Pass Christian
beach, PC War Memorial Park and
the beach walk in Long Beach. We'll
drive to each location, then hike the
trail in that area. We'll end with
lunch somewhere good (natch!). Meet
at the front of the DH Country Club

e ——————

Diamnodhead Geaux Hiking Club

at 9:00am to form car pools. Leader:
Betty Whittington

Friday, February 28—Drive to La-
combe, LA, to take in the beauty of
the camelias in Bayou Gardens, the
garden planted by Governor Leche.
These gardens are magnificent and

YOUR

situated along Bayou Lacombe, once
part of a Choctaw village. You'll get
some exercise as well as eye-popping
views of a multitude of colorful came-
lias. We'll nosh at a local eatery be-
fore returning to Diamondhead later
in the afternoon. Meet at the front of

HOMETOWN
HOME & AUTO TEAM
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BIG THANK YOU

FOMA DECHENR

TO DIAMONDHEAD o
FOR MAKING US #1
IN GROSS COMMISION
" T INCOME SALES FOR i

2024! WE LOOK
FORWARD TO MAKING
—— DIAMONDHEAD ..o
— THRIVE IN 2025!

RE/MA X COAST DELTA REALTY ﬁ
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228-255-2600 | www.coastdeltarealty.com | 5400 Indian Hill Blvd. - Diamendhead, M5 39525
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the DH Country Club parking lot at
9:00am to form car pools. Leaders:
Betty Whittington and Sheila Ed-
wards

Our next planning meeting will
be Tuesday, February 4, 2025, at
6:00pm in the Kanaka room at the
DH Country Club. We'll be planning
our March hikes... yes! If you have
a hike location you’d like to suggest,
come to our first-Tuesday-of-the-
month meeting. Spring will be here
before you know it!

MAH JONGG
BY SANDY PRICE

Our Mah Jongg group would like to
ask anyone to join us for our play
days. We play on Tuesday mornings.
We have lunch in Latitude 30 restau-
rant at 11:30 then play from 12:30
to 4:00 PM. We have a card room
reserved for us and it’s a fun time.
Then we go to Latitude 30 lounge for
a drink (or two) until we adjourn for
the following week. Please join us!!
Thanks, Sandy Price home 255-
5457 or cell 342-5217

LADIES BRIDGE PARTY
BY GAY YOUNG

The date for our February Bridge
Party is Friday 25,2025 at the Coun-
try Club. Our arrival time is 9:15 and
we shall begin playing bridge at 9:30.
If you have any questions regarding
Ladies Bridge Party, please con-
tact Terre Settle at 255-9892 or Gay
Young at 255-1528.

The winners of the December Party
were Lisa Wisniewski First Place
and Pat Burgoyne Second Place. Our
Special Prize went to Dolores Louvi-
er.

DIAMONDHEAD NEWCOMERS
BY ALISON MCCRAW

The Diamondhead Newcomers Club
celebrated the New Year in style as
we reigned as “Belles of the Ball”
during a luncheon in late January.
Be sure to mark your calendars to
join us for our February meeting on
Thursday, February 12th at 11:30.
We will recognize Gal-entine’s Day
and encourage everyone to dress in
pink, red, or purple. Lunch is $25
and dues are $20 for the year. RSVP
to newcomersdiamondhead@gmail.
com by February 7th to secure your
reservation.

The Newcomers Club calendar of

events for the remainder of the year
is as follows: Wednesday, March
19th, Spring Fling! Come Runway
Ready and enjoy the Exit 16 Fashion
Show. The April luncheon will be
held on Wednesday, April 9th and is
bound to be Egg-cellent fun! Wednes-
day, May 14th will be the club’s final
meeting of the year, as we say Bon
Voyage until next year.

Whether you are new to Diamond-
head or have lived here forever, we
hope you will join us for some fun
and a delicious lunch at The Club at
Diamondhead. Call Marilyn Lott for
more information 601-528-3336.

DIAMONDHEAD DEMOCRAT
PROGRESSIVE INDEPENDENT
ALLIANCE

BY GERRY GILBERT

The Diamondhead Democrat, Pro-
gressive, Independent  Alliance
(DDPIA) will meet on February 20th
at St. Thomas Episcopal Church,
5303 Diamondhead Circle. The meet-
ing begins at 10:00 a.m. with registra-
tion and social time followed by the
business meeting and a guest speak-
er. Each monthly guest speaker is al-
ways interesting and engaging. Some
of the past speakers include the Di-
amondhead City Clerk, the Hancock
County Schools Superintendent, and
the Diamondhead POA President.
Please join us for what is always an
informative and enjoyable time.

WINE CLUB
BY MARSHALL KYGER

Join us at our upcoming tastings:
Thursday, February 20, 2025 - Valen-
tine’s Wines - 7:00 at the Club Come
check out our ideas of what wines, or
at least some of them, are appropri-
ate for Valentine’s Day.

Certainly Sparkling Wines have long
been associated with romance as is
Valentine’s Day. You should expect
to see some of these at this tasting.
Another color associated with Valen-
tine’s Day is red - red for the heart
and perhaps the roses often gifted
on the day. So perhaps there will be
some rich reds to warm the heart.
And, who knows what else we may
be able to come up with! Join us and
find out.

Cost is $45 for DWC members and
$50 for guests. Please make your res-
ervations by mailing you check pay-
able to DWC to: P.O. Box 6523 or by

emailing Lou at louertel@aol.com or
Marshall at mekygs@mail.com.
Thursday, March 20, 2025 - EU vs.
USA - 7:00 at the Club

We return with an old favorite - 3
wines from the European Union ver-
sus 3 wines from the USA. Histori-
cally, the European wines have come
from France, Italy or Spain but we
have had other countries represented
as well. American wines have usual-
ly been from California or other West
Coast states but, again, we have had
wines from other states as well. We
haven’t picked the wines as yet so if
you have any suggestions for us let
us know!

Cost 1s $45 for DWC members and
$50 for guests. Please make your res-
ervations by mailing you check pay-
able to DWC to: P.O. Box 6523 or by
emailing Lou at louertel@aol.com or
Marshall at mekygs@mail.com.
NOTE: The Diamondhead Wine Club
is dedicated to the exploration and
enjoyment of wine. At each monthly

tasting, we sample at least 6 differ-
ent wines and learn a little about
their history and origins. The Club
is open to any who are interested in
enjoying and learning about wine.

f you have questions, call Lou at
630-750-8135 or Marshall at 228-
363-2488.

DIAMONDHEAD
WOMEN’S CLUB

BY ROBIN B. GAINES

On December 4th, the Diamondhead
Women’s Club invited the Newcom-
er’s Club to celebrate our FA LA LA
Luncheon, which was held in the
Emerald Ballroom of the Club at Di-
amondhead. Everyone had a great
time. DWC’s very talented Marilyn
Lott, joined by Mike Lacey, enter-
tained us with a beautiful rendition
of “Silver Bells”. Just the song to put
us in the Christmas mood.

On January 8th, POA President,
Nancy Sislow, gave us an update
on its current status, and addressed

WITH

Located at
[&800 Kapalama Drive
in the Back of
Diamondhead

START YOUR DAY ¢
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MIKAYLA CAPPS, EVENTS MANAGER

WE HOPE 2025 1S
OFF TO AN INCREDIBLE START FOR YOU!

As we embrace the new year, we're thrilled to share
all the fun and exciting events we've planned for
February, March, and April. With activities for
everyone, we can’t wait to see you at these special
gatherings!

Weekly Fun in Latitude 30 Patio and Grill

* Tuesday: Bingo — First & third Tuesdays (Febru-
ary 4th and 18th), 6-7:30 PM

* Wednesday: Trivia — Starting at 6:30 PM

* Thursday: Karaoke — 6-9 PM

* Friday: Live Bands — 7-10 PM o February 7th:
Southern Voice

o February 14th: Missy and Ray

o February 21st: Crow the Culprit

o February 28th: Quarter Notes

DINNER SPECIALS

* Trivia Wednesday Special: 5-8 PM, $15 Trivia

Plate Chicken Cracklings, Pork Skins, and Fried

Green Beans with Ranch and Blackberry Pepper

Jelly (limited availability, no substitutions).

* Thursday Night Mardi Gras Mania Special: 6-9

PM o February 6th: Red Beans and Rice with Alli-

gator Sausage

o February 13th: Half Muffaletta with Fried Okra

o February 20th: Chicken and Sausage Jambalaya

with Fried Catfish

o February 27th: Boudin Stuffed Cajun Beignets

with Crawfish Cream Sauce $18 Non-Members /

$15.30 Members (tax & gratuity not included)
Saturday Night Seafood: $30 Non-Members /

$25.50 Members Half-dozen Charbroiled Oysters

and half-dozen New Orleans BBQ Shrimp served

with bread, drawn butter, and lemon.

FEBRUARY SPECIAL EVENTS

* February 9th: Super Bowl Sunday Wings & Na-
cho Buffet: $23 Non-Members / $19.55 Members, 5-8
PM.

* February 14th: Valentine’s Day Prix Fixe Dinner
Celebrate love with a delightful Prix Fixe Dinner de-
signed for you and your favorite date this Valentine’s
Day! Treat your special someone to an unforgettable
evening of delicious cuisine and romantic ambiance.
Call us at 228-255-2918 ext. 3 to secure your table

FEBRUARY

Every Saturday
Night

Half a dozen @
Charbroiled Oysters

Half a pound New &
Orleans BBQ Shrimp

5:00 - 9:00
While supplies last

$30 Non-Members

$25.50 Members
Tax & gratuity not included

WITH BRIGITTE & SYLVIA

FEBRUARY 4 &18

6:00 - 7:30
Cne free card per person. One additional card per
purchase (3 maximum) No cash entry. No cash prizes

NO CASH ENTRY. NO CASH PRIZES

ATITUDE 30 - LATITUDE 30 - 76 LATITUDE 30 - LATITUDE 30

G000 F00D

FEBRUARY 9

Catch the Super
Bowl with us!

Wings & Nachos Buffet
$23 Non-Member
$19.95 Member

7:00 - 10:00

February 7
Southern Voice
February 14
Missy & Ray
February 21
Crow the Culprit
February 28
Quarter Notes

TITUDE 30

F

for this memorable night of fine dining and romance. ¢5‘-"-“‘~'3',5 Prizes vary weekly - gift cards, food, drinks, merchandise
We look forward to celebrating with you!
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MARCH 2025 HIGHLIGHTS

SPECIAL EVENTS

* March 1st: Krewe of Diamondhead After Parade Party
Celebrate Mardi Gras at the Emerald Ballroom! The party
is open to the public, and a cash bar and buffet are available
for purchase. DJ Ronnie Hammons will keep the party alive
beginning at 2 PM.

* March 1st: Live Music on the Patio The Blue Magnolia
Band will be playing from 2:00 — 5:00 on the Patio (weather
permitting)

* March 16th: Family Day on the Event Lawn Bring the
whole family for a fun-filled day! Activities run from 12:30-
3:30 PM.

* March 17th: St. Patrick’s Day Plate $20 Non-Members /
$17 Members Savor sliced corned beef, cabbage, Irish car-
rots, and potatoes.

* March 22nd: Great Gatsby Themed Dinner Dress to im-

press and step into the Roaring Twenties for an evening of LATUDE 30

elegance and culinary delights.

APRIL 2025 HIGHLIGHTS
April 20th: Easter Buffet Celebrate Easter with a grand

Every Thursday Night
with Ray Walters 6:00 - 9:00

buffet featuring delicious options to suit every palate. Three
seatings are available: 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, and 1:30 PM.
Call 228-255-2918 ext. 3 to make your reservation.

Menu Highlights:

* Omelet Station

* Carving Station: BBQ Ribs, Pesto-Crusted Salmon,
Herb-Crusted Tenderloin

* Main Line: Fried Chicken, Honey-Glazed Ham, South-
ern-Style Pot Roast, and more

* Seafood Station: Fried Catfish, Gumbo YaYa, Stuffed
Crabs, Shrimp (Fried & Boiled)

+ Salads: Strawberry Goat Cheese Salad, Deviled Eggs,
Garden Pasta Salad

* Desserts: Lemon Blueberry Bread Pudding, Assorted Pies
& Cakes

* Price: $40 Non-Members / $34 Members (tax & gratuity
not included).

We're looking forward to sharing these experiences with
you and your friends and family. Mark your calendars, and
don’t miss out on the fun, food, and festivities ahead!

« SPORTS

MARCH1
4
© ¥ OPEN TO THE PUBLIC * ®
* CASH BAR & BUFFET Y
AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

DJ RONNIE HAMMONS

EMERALD BALLROOM | 2:00 PM

»>

e
J‘n\n LATITUDE 30

" TRIVIA D

DIAMONDHEAD GOLF SHOP
BY CHRIS ALTESE, PGA

We are looking forward to some
nice weather in February as January
started with not our usual weather.
Nice to see everyone so excited to be
out on the golf course and enjoying
the game. Many new annual golf
members are joining as well as long
time annual golf members returning.
By now, most regular golf members
should have completed their annu-
al golf membership process. Annu-
al members, please be sure to have

your 2025 annual golf membership
bag tag and cart decal visible when
you play. Bag tags and cart decals
for any annual golf members paying
monthly will be available by the mid-
dle of this month. Our annual golf
membership is open for new mem-
bers to join at any time.

Did you know? DPOA Members
in good standing pay an additional
~$3,000 per year or more to join the
annual golf membership at The Club
at Diamondhead and receive unlim-
ited golf on both of our championship

golf courses. A wonderful program
for those that indulge in the sport!
Even without an annual golf mem-
bership, DPOA Members in good
standing also receive 20% off any
non-sale apparel items in the Golf
Shop, discounted daily golf rates, dis-
counted golf rates for guests, 30 days
advanced golf reservations, special
pricing on golf instruction/lesson pro-
grams, 15% off Food and Beverage in
Latitude 30 Patio & Grill, priority en-
try on golf events, and more. It pays
to be a member!

Meet Colin Lockey our newest ad-
dition to our golf professional staff!
Colin is a native to the Mississippi
Gulf Coast and made his way back.
Most recently he was working as a
golf professional at Gaylord Springs
Golf Links in Nashville. As a PGA
Associate Golf Professional, Colin is
well equipped to help you with your

* See SPORTS
Page 18
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Hancock
Humane Society
Advocate, Betty

Maxwell

POA President
Nancy Sislow

FA LA LA Luncheon

members’ questions and concerns.
Our own Betty Maxwell also spoke
about the Hancock Animal Shel-
ter, and what they need in terms of
supplies: toys, cleaning supplies (in-
cluding laundry detergent, bleach),
towels. Please check with the Shelter
regarding types of food needed.

On February 5th, we will have our
annual Bon Temps Roule’ Fashion
Show. Looking forward to seeing all
of the latest trends. And collecting
food or cash for the food pantry.
April 5th Glitz plans are already in
full swing. Members can purchase
Glitz tickets on February 5th at
10:30am prior to the fashion show.
Prize will be awarded for best group
costume with a Glitz/Pink Hearts
theme. This is one event you do not
want to miss!!

April 2nd is the deadline for Glitz do-
nations. PLEASE NOTE: No dona-
tions will be accepted for this year’s
event after this deadline.

We strive, through diligence, hard
work, creativity and friendship, to
continue our efforts to ‘Support and
Celebrate Women’.

The theme for our DHWC is Sup-
porting & Celebrating Women. The
objective of this club shall be to pro-
mote an informed and active interest
in the civic, social and moral welfare
of the community: to serve the com-
munity through the dedication of
time and energy for worthy purposes;

and to undertake and complete one
or more charitable, humanitarian or
social welfare projects each year.
Our meetings (we do not meet in
June, July, or August), are held
the first Wednesday of each month
from September to May, beginning
at 11:00 a.m. at the Diamondhead
Country Club, Emerald Ballroom.
Membership is $20.00 and is open to
all women.
Dates and times for upcoming meet-
ing, events and fundraisers to be an-
nounced in upcoming issues of this
publication and you can follow us on
Facebook.
For more information about the Di-
amondhead Women’s Club or any of
our events, please contact the DHWC
President, Rachel Huskins @ (504)
400-3013.
PEO CHAPTER U
BY KATHRYN LEWIS

Diamondhead PEO( Philanthropic Ed-
ucation Organization)... Chapter U cel-
ebrates New Year’s Day 2025 with PEO
Sisters, family and friends with an open
house at Kim Koppman’s home. PEO
hostesses for the event:( I-r) Teresa
Manning, Kim Koppman, Eileen O’Brien,
Marilyn Lott, Kathryn Lewis, Diana Man-
nocchio, and Donna McKinley.

Diamondhead PEO Chapter U member
Brenda Geier was awarded the Award of
Excellence by the Ocean Springs Art As-
sociation in their 53rd Annual Art Show.
Brenda is also the current Chair for Han-
cock County Arts Alive 2025. ( for further
information regarding this event check:
Hancockarts.org). Arts Alive is a public
event featuring Art, art making, food,
music..etc. Chapter U is very proud of
Brenda!

golf game. If you haven’t already,
please stop by the Golf Shop and
welcome Colin to Diamondhead!

February means the start of golf
season for our golf guests and snow-
bird golfers too! Guest of members
and our snowbird golfers many times
become future annual golf members
and Diamondhead residents. It’s
amazing to see how many of them
fall in love with what Diamondhead
has to offer and then make Diamond-
head their new home. As members,
we are all ambassadors for our club.
Treat others golfers the way you
would like to be treated at their golf
course. Please show our guests and
new members the hospitality Dia-
mondhead is known for. With the be-
ginning of golf season, we need to ex-
pect an increase in golfers on the golf
course. Some of these golfers may be
here for the first time. During the
months of February through May,
annual golf members should expect
a round of golf to take approximately
4 hours and 15 minutes. Golf guests
typically do not play in under 4 hours
for the following reasons...1) not as
familiar with yardages and club se-
lection, 2) not as familiar with course
layout in general, 3) not as familiar
with greens, 4) use a slightly slower
rental fleet golf cart, 5) taking in the
new scenery, 6) enjoying the cama-
raderie and social side of the game,
and 7) may stop at the turn briefly
for a beverage or snack. Thirteen
to fifteen minutes per hole leads to
4 hours and 15 minutes for an 18-
hole round of golf. If you encounter
a serious pace of play issue, please
contact the golf shop at (228) 255-
3910 and our staff will do their very
best to keep pace moving. When you
have a full golf course everyone is
going to feel a lost ball search from
the groups ahead of you. Three and
a half hour rounds may still happen
but most likely will not be able to be
maintained throughout peak season.
Thanks in advance for your under-
standing and cooperation!

We are now issuing handicap cart
decals for 2025 for those individuals
that qualify. Please contact the Golf
Shop for more information. There is
an application and verification pro-
cess that must be performed prior to
annual golf members with private
cart trail fees before a handicap cart
decal will be issued.

Remember to post your scores to

WHS/GHIN if you are interested
in playing in the many great golf
events that are available for you at
The Club. Golfers must have a cur-
rent WHS/GHIN handicap index
and a minimum of six (6) 18-hole
scores, or equivalent, posted within
90 days of the event start date at
the time of turning in your registra-
tion form and payment. As part of
the efforts to maintain and properly
utilize the World Handicap System/
GHIN at The Club at Diamondhead
for our members, we have imple-
mented this eligibility requirement
to play in club events based on net
scores or pre-flighted based on hand-
icap/handicap index. Also, to give
the tournament and handicap com-
mittees sufficient time to administer
the new eligibility requirement and
other event details, all club events
that involve net scores or pre-flight-
ed based on handicap/handicap in-
dex will have an entry deadline no
less than five days before the event
date. The entry deadlines posted for
each event will be strictly adhered
to, and no flexibility will be given.
Fully completed entry forms, along
with full payment, must be received
before the entry deadline to partici-
pate in such club events.

We hosted our annual Candy Cane
Classic on December 14th. This
adult-junior par 3 challenge is al-
ways a blast and for a good cause. As
part of the entry fee, players donate
canned goods for the Hancock Coun-
ty Food Pantry and an unwrapped
gift for Toys for Tots! We love to see
everyone supporting the event and
make memories. Congratulations to
all of our Overall Champions...Aid-
en McCann & Patrick McCann and
our First Flight Champions Brody
Brdecka & John Brdecka.

The 5th Jack O’Neill Memorial
Junior Championship was scheduled
for January 25-26. We anticipate a
strong field of junior golfers to com-
pete in this event from all across the
region. At this time, we have juniors
registered from Louisiana, Alabama,
and Mississippi. If you get a chance
to watch some of these talented golf-
ers you will not be disappointed.

Lastly, it’s time for our junior golf

* See SPORTS
Page 20
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BOATERS ASSOCIATION WELCOMES TOM AND SUE WARREN AS 2025 ROYALTY

B
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PHOTO BY EILEEN O’BRIEN
King Tom and Queen Sue Warren
are Boaters’ royalty for 2025-26.

BY JIM MILLER

The Boaters Association of Dia-
mondhead welcomed King Akua Kai
the 49th Tom Warren and his lovely
queen Sue Warren and their royal
court at its annual Coronation Ball
on January 4, 2025 at the Club at
Diamondhead. The Coronation Ball
Theme of “Carolina in the Morning*
honored the state of North Carolina
where the king and queen were high
school classmates who went on one
date before their lives took different
directions that led to their marriage
in 2019. The ballroom atmosphere
was enhanced by Carolina blue décor
with table centerpieces of a minia-
ture lighthouse. An exquisite meal
followed with music, dancing and cel-
ebration.

Commodore Jim Miller opened the
festivities with a moment of silence
to commemorate the recent pass-
ing of King Akua Kai the 37th Don
Perkins and to honor the victims of
the horrific New Year’s Eve attack
in New Orleans. Commodore Miller
then introduced the mistress of cere-
monies for the evening, Marilyn Lott,
who introduced special guests and
attending past royalty of the Krewe
of Kamehameha.

Music director Ron Tallent played
a “Blue Moon” instrumental as mem-
bers of the outgoing court were intro-
duced: Duke David Riso and Maid
Renee Riso, Equerry John Hutchings

PHOTO BY TOM KOGER

King Tom and Queen Sue Warren
are flanked by their Royal Court,
from left of Queen Sue, Maid Brenda
Hays, Maid Teresa Manning and La-
dy-in-Waiting Sandy Hatem. To the
right of King Tom are Equerry Mick-
ey Hatem, Duke Harold Manning and
Duke Ralph Hayes.

and Lady-in-Waiting Gail Hutchings.
Tallent then played a Herald Call to
introduce King Akua Kai the 48th
Jerry Gillen and Queen Phil Gillen
who made their promenade around
the dance floor before they were seat-
ed on their thrones.

All that was prelude to the wel-
come of the new royalty to the Cor-
onation March as the spotlight fol-
lowed them from their entrance to
their promenade around the dance
floor. King-elect Akua Kai the 49th
was attired in a black tuxedo, accent-
ed with a white tie and vest while
the Queen-elect wore a stunning ex-
ample of timeless elegance and in-
tricate craftsmanship. Featuring a
halter neckline with a pearl-encrust-
ed collar, the gown was beautifully
adorned with a lace overlay, deli-
cate beadwork, and pearl embellish-
ments. Pearl beaded straps framed
the open back, completing a graceful
silhouette that combined sophistica-
tion with regal charm.

After the royalty-elect took their
places on stage, King Jerry removed
his crown and crowned King-elect
Tom, pronouncing him “King Akua
Kai 49.” Accordingly, Queen Phil re-
moved her crown and crowned Queen
Sue, pronouncing her “Queen of the
Krewe of Kamehameha.” King Jerry
then proposed a champagne toast to
King Tom and Queen Sue on behalf of
the former monarchs of the Krewe of
Kamehameha. King Tom proceeded

to toast Queen Sue and then another
to his “Loyal Subjects” in attendance

i who then raised their glasses to the
4 new royal couple.

Next to be introduced was the
Royal Court: Duke Ralph Hays and
Maid Brenda Hays, Duke Harold
Manning and Maid Teresa Man-
ning and Equerry Mickey Hatem

| and Lady-in-Waiting Sandy Hatem.

Ron Tallent accompanied the intro-
ductions with a medley of Caroli-
na-themed songs including “Carolina
Calling,” “Carolina on My Mind,” and
“Nothing Could be Finer than to be in
Carolina in the Morning.”

Guests of the King and Queen were
introduced followed by dinner pre-
pared by the staff at the Club of Di-
amondhead. MC Lott introduced and
thanked Johnny Fung and his band
for the lively dance music and Hank

AN EXCITING CHRISTIAN MIRIS
WITH CONTEMPORARY WQF

Jue s e

Sunday Worship at 8:45 & 11 am, Live on YouTube at 11
Bible Study (all ages) 10 am
Wednesday 6:30-7:30 pm

Fried for managing the spotlights.
Ball chairman Eileen Lindquist was
introduced and thanked members of
her committee for all their work at
creating the festive atmosphere.

King Tom and Queen Sue thanked
those in attendance for making their
coronation a night to remember be-
fore they led the guests onto the
dance floor waving their napkins in
the traditional “Second Line.”

SAVE THE DATE

CAR SHOW

FUNDRAISER

Benefiting Magdalene House &
Christian Women's Job Corps
www.womenscommunitysupport.org

APRIL 26, 2025

Coleman Ave., Waveland, MS
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Trucks
Golf Carts
Jeeps
Motorcycles
Food | Music | 50/50 | Awards | Top Prizes

4 Adult, Youth, and Children's Studies and Programs

2 A FLACE T GROW YOUR SPIRITUAL LIFE THROUGH WORSHIE
MISSION OFPFORTUNITIES, ACTIVE CHILDREN AND YOUTH GROUPS,
AND HIGH-QUALITY ADULT BIELE STUDIES

LOCATION: 29554 VIC FAYE RD., 218-255-2555
JUST EAST AND ACROSS FROM THE BROOKLYN CENTER AND
PRESTIGE FITNESS CENTER AT THE BACK OF DIAMONDHEAD

VR BILL WARREN, FASTOR
ALAN SIMMONS, WORSHIP MINISTER

A MUTTE-GENERATIONAL, FAMITY FOCUSED,
MINISTEY-ORIENTED, SOUTHERN RAFTIST CHURCH
SEEVING HANCOCE ANTYHARRISON COUNTIES
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programs to get started. PGA Asso-
ciate Head Golf Professional Richard
Schorr and PGA Associate Profes-
sional Colin Lockey are starting our
2025 Spring Junior Golf Program
during the first week of February.
They are looking forward to starting
another wave of junior golf at Dia-
mondhead. If you have a boy or girl
age 5-17 that may have an interest
in golf please get in touch with us
at (228) 255-3910. Watch for more
information on www.facebook.com/
DiamondheaddJuniorGolfAssociation.
This is a weekly program with 8 ses-
sions (Thursdays from 4pm-5pm).
It’s the real deal! This is a great way
to introduce your junior to golf in a
fun atmosphere with many other ju-
niors doing the same.

Proposed Schedule of 2025 Golf
Events (subject to change)...

1/25-1/26 Jack O’Neill Junior
Championship

2/9 Super Bowl Scramble

2/16 Sweetheart Scramble

4/4-4/6 Big Kahuna Golf Chal-
lenge

4/23-4/24 Ladies’ Malahini Mem-
ber-Guest

5/16-5/18 Malahini Member-Guest

6/6-6/8 Hawaiian Mixed Couples
Invitational

7/5-7/6 Magnolia Classic

9/12-9/14 Member-Member

10/3-10/5 Diamondhead CP Four
Ball

10/11Wheel of Misfortune

10/18 Fall Festival Scramble

10/25-10/26 The Shaka
Championship

11/29 The Gobbler

As I always say, it is critical that
we all fix two ball marks and fill two
divots every hole...any two will do!
We look forward to seeing you “PLAY
MORE GOLF” in 2025. Let’s all
get out and enjoy our beautiful golf
courses and practice facilities. Let us
know how we can help.

DWGAN GOLFING NEWS FROM
DECEMBER 2024/JANUARY
2025 ARTICLE

BY SHIRLEY HALTERMAN

Mother Nature has both brought
some rain and also turned down the
temperatures here in Diamondhead
playing havoc with some of our golf
plans.

Club

Since we were unable to play
our Annual Christmas Scramble on

December 10, we went forward with
our Christmas Luncheon and re-
scheduled this Scramble for the fol-
lowing Tuesday.

Thirty-five of our gals turned
out to play the Christmas Scramble
on the 17th. Our First Place Team
was composed of Nancy Barker, Bri-
gitte Becker and Lis Pretzello.
Coming in Second Place (in a score-
card playoff) was team of Sharon
Gerchow, Janice Murray and Kath-
ie Pierson. This left Third Place to
be awarded to Pattie Blackwood,
Kathy Jones and Georgeann Lux-
ion. Fourth Place honors went to the
team of Carole Griffin, Toni Rossol
and Nancy Sislow while our Fifth
Place group (again in a scorecard
playoff) was made up of Marilyn Ga-
lus, Beryl Laird and Cheryl Saak.
Congrats also to Beryl for Chip-In on
#5, Robin for two Chip-Ins (one on #5
and another on #7, and MaryAnn for
one one #7 also.

All of us being on Santa’s Nice List,
celebrated at a Christmas Party
hosted by Sylvia and Al Corban on
Wednesday, December 18th.

The following Tuesday being Christ-
mas Eve we did not play, however,
seven of our gals showed up on Thurs-
day, December 26th, to play a Scram-
ble with our sister league the DWGA.
Twelve gals braved the iffy weather
and cart path only conditions to play
in this event. First Place went to the
team of Edith B., Nancy B., and Jill
W. Not to be left behind Second Place
(in a scorecard playoff) was taken by
Brigitte B., Nancy B., and Trish W.
Four players came closest to the pin:
Trish W. on #4, Jill W. on #7, Joanne
F. on #13 and Threasa M. on #17. In
addition, Nancy B. Scored a Birdie
while Jill W. had a Chip-in.

On our final playday of 2024 we in-
vited our 18-hole gals to join us in
yet another Scramble on the back
Nine of the Cardinal Couse. This
time 25 gals ventured out to play.

Nines Ch}istmas Party at Syliiia ;nd
Al Corbin’s.

And, our First Place Team (in yet
another Scorecard Playoff) consisted
of: Mary Craig Murray, Kathie Pier-
son and Trish Wright. Followed by
our Second Place Team of Liz Bell,
Tracey Garriga and Anne Payne.
Third Place was garnered by Karen

Dougherty, Sharon Gerchow and Di-
nah Knobloch. Birdies were scored
by both Nancy Sislow (hole #10) and
Mary Ann Stromeyer (hole #17).

Extremely (for down South) cold tem-
peratures caused us to cancel play on
Tuesday, January 7th, but keep a

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.

Call me for a quote today

oo StateFarm

Mike Meyers
Agent

835 Highway 90
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520-1630

Bus: 228-467-5011
mike @ mikemeyers.us
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watch out for our 2025 Golf
Adventures.

DWGA
BY COLLEN JONES

December 5th we had a rain
out.

December 12th we played a
Step Back Scramble game
on the Cardinal. The win-
ning team was Liz Bell, Pat-
ty Blackwood, Tiffany Webb
and Joanne Fried. We then
had a Christmas party where
we played other games and
had lunch. Some special
awards were given out with
the most in important being
the Most Improved Player for
the year 2024 which is Tiffa-
ny Webb. Congratulations
Tiffany.

December 19th we played
Black Marks on the Pine
Course. The First Flight win-
ner was Marta Wald and Sec-
ond Place was Amy Swint.
The Second Flight winner
was Georgeann Luxion and
there was a three-way tie for
Second Place between Col-
leen Jones, Patty Hourn and

Christmas Scramble win-
ners Liz Bell, Patty Black-
wood, Tiffany Webb, Joanne
Fried

N ol

e

Most Improved Player Tif-
fany Webb with Terri Wool-
bright presenting trophy

Bet Bowen. Closest to the Pin
winners were Marta Wald on
hole #2, Cassandra Godbold
on hole #6, Mary W. on hole
#13 and Joyce Teerling on
hole #15. Cassandra Godbold
had a birdie. Chip Ins were
had by Joanne Fried and
Terrie Garrett.

December 26th we played
a combined scramble with
DWGA/DWGAN on the Car-
dinal Course. The winning
team was Jill Wiles, Nancy
Barker and Edie Baerson.
The second-place team was
Trish Wright, Nancy Sislow
and Brigitte Becker. Closest
to the Pin winners were Trish
Wright on hole #4. Jill Wiles
on hole #7, Joanne Fried on
hole #13 and Tee Mauterer
on hole #17. Nancy Barker
had a birdie. Jill Wiles had a
chip-in.

Our new 2025 Officers are
Colleen Jones-President, Liz
Bell-Vice President, Karen
Doughtery-Secretary, Kim
Knight-Treasurer and Tiffa-
ny Webb-Tournament Chair.

DMGA
BY JAN VEST

DMGA 2024 Recap and 2025
Announcements

Another fantastic golf year
with DMGA in 2024! Congrat-
ulations to Val Miller (Mon-
ey Leader) and George Thi-
bodeaux (Closest to the Pin
Leader) for their outstanding
performance throughout the
year. A heartfelt thank you
to the volunteer board for
their dedication and hard
work in making this an en-
joyable season.

Black Mark winners Colleen
Jones, Georgeann Luxion,
Marta Wald, Amy Swint

2025 DMGA Officers
*President: Lenny Alphonso
*Vice President: Joe Murray
*Secretary-Treasurer: Art
Burgoyne

*Communications: Jan Vest
Board of Directors:

*Dennis Tauzin

*Dennis Laumann

*Tommy Murphy

* Bill Merna

A motion was made to ap-
prove the above slate of offi-
cers, seconded, and passed.
Next Playday: January 8,
2025

December Game Results
12/18/24 Results

*1st Place: David Barba-
to, Marshall Miller, Daryl
Vaught, Ronnie Austin

*Tie 2nd & 3rd Place: Dave
Wright, John McLaughlin,
Val Miller, Steve Garcia,
Renny Pangan, Tom Wool-
bright, Arthur Burgoyne
*Tie 4th Place: Norman
Bowley, John Benus, Tommy
Murphy, Bill Merna, Michael
Galvin, Sam Lee, John Legn-
er, Erwin Dilley

Closest to the Pin (C.T.P.):
*Hole #4: Lenny Alphonso
*Hole #7: Daryl Vaught
*Hole #13: AJ Dilley

*Hole #17: Sam Lee

12/14/24 Results

*1st Place: Norman Bow-
ley, Marshall Miller, Daryl
Vaught, Bill Merna (-11)
+2nd Place: Steve Garcia,
Jack Brenden, Marc Beddoe,
Ad Dilley (-9)

*3rd Place: David Barbato,
Sam Lee, Byron Gandy, Den-
nis Tauzin (-8)

*4th Place: Jon Bryant,
Renny Pangan, Dennis Lau-
mann, Gary Hava (-7)
Closest to the Pin (C.T.P.):
*Hole #2: Marshall Miller
*Hole #6: Norman Bowley

* Hole #13: Marshall Miller
*Hole #15: Brian Brown
12/11/24 Results

+ 1st Place: Leonard Alphon-
so, Dennis Tauzin, Arthur
Burgoyne, Joe Murray

*2nd Place: Val Miller, By-
ron Gandy, Brian Brown,
Tommy Murphy

Closest to the Pin (C.T.P.):
*Hole #2: Dave Barbato
*Hole #6: Dave Barbato

*Hole #13: Art Burgoyne
*Hole #15: Val Miller
11/27/24 Results

Format: ABCD - Stableford
*1st Place: George Thibo-
deaux, Renny Pangan, Den-
nis Laumann

*2nd Place: Joe Wilks (Low
Individual Score), Marc Pat-

rick, Brian Brown,
Hava

* 3rd Place: Billy Stroud, Cat
Aguda, Val Miller, Art Bur-
goyne

*4th Place: Jan Vest, Erie
Hebert, Donald Crosby, Ad
Dilley

Closest to the Pin (C.T.P.):

Gary
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*Hole #2: Mike Cavataio

*Hole #6: Cat Aguda

*Hole #13: Jake Legner

*Hole #15: Cat Aguda

Here’s to another successful and en-
joyabfle season ahead with DMGA in
2025!

JACK O’NEILL MEMORIAL
CHARITY (JONMC)
ANNOUNCES THE 2025 JACK
O’NEILL MEMORIAL CHARITY
GOLF TOURNAMENT

On March 29, 2025, the annual Jack
O’Neill Memorial Charity fund raiser
golf tournament will be held on the
Cardinal Course in Diamondhead
with lunch and awards following the
play.

The JACK ONEILL MEMORIAL
Charity (JONMC) was established
in June 2018 to honor Jack’s fervent
wish to give every young golfer an op-
portunity to enjoy the game of golf.
JONMC will soon be accepting spon-
sorships for the tournament, offering
businesses and individuals an oppor-
tunity to contribute to a cause that
supports junior golf in our communi-
ty.

Sponsorship and Player/Team appli-
cation forms will be available in the
Diamondhead Golf Shop.

The following activities of the JON-
MC that have taken place to date,
illustrate how the mission of this
non-profit charity is being accom-
plished:

Scholarships

All JONMC scholarship awardees
are selected by the BC Cup Founda-
tion and are presented at the Annu-
al Kelly Gibson Foundation Juniors
Golfers Awards Event.

- 2019: The first JONMC scholar-
ships were awarded to Kelsey Dill,
who was entering her senior year at
Pearl River Central High School and
to Callee Breland who was entering
her second year at Loyola University
of New Orleans.

- 2020: Scholarship went to a Kate-
lynn Altese of Diamondhead who
would be attending Troy University.
-2021: Scholarship was awarded to
a Mateo Jiménez of Diamondhead
who was a Senior at Hancock High
School.

- 2022: Two scholarships were
awarded — the JONMC scholar-
ships to Preston Giroir and the JON-
MC scholarship sponsored by Silver

Slipper to Drew Silman.

- 2023: Two scholarships were
awarded — the JONMC annual
scholarship to Andrew Payne and
to Claire Chauvin who was awarded
the JONMC scholarship sponsored
by Silver Slipper.

-2024: Scholarships were awarded to
Nikki Chase who was the 2024 win-
ner of JONMC annual scholarship,
and to Jacques Holloway who was
awarded the JONMC scholarship
sponsored by Silver Slipper.

- 2024: Last year JONMC entered
into a partnership with Pearl Riv-
er Community College in which we
committed to fund two of the annual
scholarships given to students be-
ginning their first year of school and
joining the boys and girls intercolle-
giate golf teams.

Junior Tournaments

November 16, 2019: INAUGURAL
GOVERNOR’S CUP — JOHMC and
Diamondhead Country Club hosted
a Governor’'s Cup Team Match Play
competition between Mississippi and
Louisiana junior golfers.

January 2021: JONMC sponsored
the first Jack O’Neill Memorial Ju-
nior Golf Tournament., which was
played on the Diamondhead Pine
Course.

January 2022: the Second Jack
O’Neill Memorial Junior Golf Tour-
nament sponsored by JONMC was
played on the Diamondhead Pine
Course.

January 2023: The Third Jack
O’Neill Memorial Junior Tourna-
ment was played on the Diamond-
head Pine Course on January 28-29,
2023. Again, this year, the event was
a great success with nearly sixty
players competing and playing very
well in spite of challenging weather.
January 2024: Fourth Jack O’Neill
Memorial Junior Tournament was
scheduled for January 27 & 28, 2024.
Heavy rain during the week and Sat-
urday morning left the course un-
playable on Saturday. Sunday was
a better day and the juniors played
well.

January 2025: The fifth Jack O’Neill
Memorial Junior Tournament is
scheduled for January 25 & 26, 2025.
We are hoping for better weather
this year, and we expect another
good turnout of junior girls and boys
to enjoy and compete in this event.

Special Events
Chief Warrant Officer 04 Jack

O’Neill, U S Marine Corps, served as
the National Coordinator for Toys for
Tots for many of his 38 years of ser-
vice. To honor this aspect of Jack’s
contributions, the JONMC worked
with the local Marine Reserve Unit
and the Diamondhead Golf Shop in
conjunction with the Gobbler Golf
Tournaments on Saturday, Novem-
ber 25, 2023 and November 30, 2024
with a “Teddies for Tots” event.
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BUSINESS BROWSER

INSURANCE, HOME CARE, MUSIC
LESSONS, SHOPPING, LAWN & GARDEN
BUSINESSES ARE FOUND BELOW

TO ADVERTISE IN THE DIAMONDHEAD
NEWS OR FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL US TODAY AT 228-467-5474.
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BAR & GRILL

AWARD-WINNING
FINE DINING
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Reservartions are highly recommended. To make reservations, call 1-228-469-2777, ext. 2870 or book online.
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