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By NaNcy SiSlow, 
PreSideNt of the Poa

Your POA Board spent the past 
month working on ways to trim costs 
and exploring ways to develop con-
sistent funding for the future.   One 
plan by previous Boards was to as-
sure that the Bylaws affirmed the 
requirement that property owners 
pay dues to support the amenities.   
That plan was known to require legal 
testing and the recent ruling by the 
Court has shown that the plan will 
not work.  So, one of the costs that 
was eliminated was the cost of legal 
fees to pursue, through the court sys-
tem, the idea that the bylaws pro-
vide a permanent requirement for all 
property owners to pay dues to sup-
port the amenities.   The notice of the 
Board’s action to that end was sent 
out in an E-blast, through our Face-
book page, and posted on the POA 
web page.  In case you missed it, it 
can be found by typing this into the 
search bar of your computer - https://
diamondheadms.org/wp-content/
uploads/2024/12/2024DecPOAAn-
nouncement.1.pdf.

Based on that decision, the Board 
is now working on other approaches 
to finding funds to support the ameni-
ties.  This work will cause us to spend 
your dues with that focus in mind.  A 
permanent solution must be found, 
or we will suffer the consequences of 
inaction that may include the loss of 
amenities. Some responses on social 
media have alluded to POA Boards  
making poor decisions, to spending 
funds incorrectly and to pursuing le-
gal action inappropriately. 

However, every past Board has 
acted to the best of their ability in 
the best interest of the organization 
as they saw it at the time.  

This challenge of funding the sup-
port of the amenities requires more 
than 11 concerned members can do, 
as there are many nuances to con-
sider in doing the right thing.  This 
Board will be seeking expert advice.  
I plan to share any ideas as they 
become more concrete than just a 
dream.

Diamondhead has met many chal-
lenges head on in its past.  One of 
the biggest was Hurricane Katrina, 
who came ashore on August 29, 2005.  
There are many heroic stories of 
how this community coped with the 
loss of almost 250 homes in the area 
south of I-10, flooding of 460 homes 
throughout the community in low-ly-
ing areas, impassable roads, with 
a week without water and 30 days 
without electricity, financial devas-
tation to all who were affected and 
the huge change in the population as 
those from the coastal towns of Bay 
St. Louis, Waveland, Pass Christian 
who were in need of a home and safe-
ty moved to the available 3500 homes 
in Diamondhead.   This community 
pulled together then and it will do so 
now as we face the challenges of our 
future.  Mississippians have always 
helped each other.  I know we will do 
that now.

I, and all the Members of the 
Board, thank you for the opportunity 
to serve the Diamondhead Proper-
ty Owners Association and its great 
amenities.
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• BUSINESS
MiNUteS of the MeetiNG 

of the Board of 
directorS

the clUB at 
diaMoNdhead aNd 
ProPerty owNer’S 
aSSociatioN, iNc.

NoveMBer 18, 2024

A meeting of the Board was 
held at 5000 Diamondhead Cir-
cle, Diamondhead Mississippi. 
President Sislow chaired the 
meeting and called it to order at 
6:00 p.m.  

Present were President Sis-
low, Vice President Giarrusso, 
Treasurer Blackwood, Secre-

tary Damiens, Director LaFon-
taine, Director Pineau, Director 
Nutting, Director Stromeyer. 
and Ex-Officio Becker. Absent 
were Director Lee and Director 
Tubbs. Also present were Con-
troller McInnis, Legal Coun-
sel Jones and Legal Assistant 
Kinsley.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – 
Minutes of the meeting of Octo-
ber 21, 2024 were approved by 
e-mail vote completed October 
26, 2024.

A P P R O V A L / A M E N D 
MEETING AGENDA – A mo-
tion to approve the agenda was 

made by Director Nutting and 
seconded by Treasurer Black-
wood. The motion passed unan-
imously 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – 
President Sislow provided her 
report.

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
–Airport/Marina Committee- 
Nothing to report. Recreation 
Committee- Coke machines will 
be at every pool at no cost to 
POA. The committee agreed to 

• See BUSINESS
  Page 8
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• COMMUNITY

By leah holMeS

Happy holidays, Diamondhead 
readers!  We hope you are enjoying 
the spirit of this most wonderful time 
of year.  The magic of the season start-
ed early for us, with the long-awaited 
author visit from former Wisconsin 
Governor, Martin Schreiber, on De-
cember 5.  Readers might recall that 
“Marty’s” My Two Elaines, a poi-
gnant memoir about Marty’s wife’s 
struggle with Alzheimer’s, was the 
focus of our inaugural Diamondhead 
Reads! Initiative, which launched 
this past summer.  Thanks to all who 
turned out to support Marty.  We also 
hope that those caring for a loved one 
with memory loss were able to con-
nect with other caregivers who might 
be experiencing similar challenges.

 The library is excited to ex-
tend the conversation about memory 

loss with a second book, the much-ac-
claimed, Still Alice, by Lisa Genova.  
Although the book is not an “official” 
part of our Diamondhead Reads! 
program for this year, we invite the 
community to read the book in antici-
pation of Genova’s exciting, in-person 
author visit to the library’s HOME-
GROWN:  A WRITER’S EXCHANGE 
event, happening on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 1, 2025.  There, Genova, a 
Ph.D. in neuroscience, will be “in con-
versation” about the topic of memory 
loss and of course, Still Alice (there is 
also a movie by the same name, for 
which actress Julianne Moore scored 
an Oscar).  We hope all will make 
plans to attend our HOMEGROWN 
event and enjoy this rare opportunity 
to hear from a top influencer on ag-
ing. 

 We are excited to announce 
a new library program beginning in 

January:  True Crime Tuesdays!, 
from 10 – 11 AM on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 14.  For each session on the 
second Monday of the month, I will 
present a juicy, sometimes strange 
(but never too scary!) crime story:  
some topics will come straight from 
the headlines; others will be more 
obscure, but no less interesting.  I’ll 
do the research, you bring your ques-
tions and theories, and together 
we’ll try to answer, “What were they 
thinking?!”

 Other activities here at 
East Hancock Library include our 
Strength & Flexibility class, from 
10:30-11:30 on Fridays (but 11:30-
12:30 on the last Fridays); our Mah-
jong Dragon Ladies on Tuesdays from 
1-4; our Adult Painting and Make 
& Take craft classes on alternating 
Mondays from 2-3; Literary Society 
of Diamondhead from 10:30-11:30 on 

the first Wednesdays of the month; 
Adult Spanish on most Thursdays 
(starting again in January); and of 
course, our very successful Memory 
Café on the 4th Friday of the month 
for caregivers and those experiencing 
memory loss.  

Our vibrant library holiday trees 
are sure helping to make the season 
bright for the 30th anniversary of our 
Holiday Tree Gala!  Although East 
Hancock is now closed on Wednes-
days, we hope you will stop by any 
other day to enjoy the amazing cre-
ativity of our local business and or-
ganizations. If you like what you see, 
consider touring all our Hancock Li-
brary System branches to see trees of 
every stripe! 

Wishing you peace, joy, and a good 
book this holiday season, 

Leah at the Library

News from East Hancock Library 

By Michael BUrke aNd doN Ball

Over the holiday season, you may have noticed 
white cardboard boxes scattered throughout Dia-
mondhead and specifically at The Club. These box-
es, decorated with a red toy train and the words 
“Toys for Tots” stenciled on the side, were placed 
to collect new, unwrapped toys for the holiday sea-
son. The goal was to bring joy to children in need 
within our community.

This toy collection initiative was a collaborative 
effort involving the Marine Reserve forces based at 
the Gulfport naval base, the Diamondhead Prop-
erty Owners Association (POA), and Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 2880. A total of six collection 
boxes were filled by the Patrons of The Club and 
five more were filled by friends and comrades of 
the VFW.

Thanks to the overwhelming generosity of the 

community, the Marines picked up the boxes in 
early December, finding each one filled to capac-
ity—plus an additional lagniappe stack of extra 
toys on top. The 2024 Toys for Tots donations from 
Diamondhead far exceeded last year’s contribu-
tions, marking a significant increase in local giv-
ing.

Nationally, the Toys for Tots program was 
started in 1947 by a Marine Reservist and his wife. 
It’s a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, which was 
launched as a national campaign by the Marine 
Corps Reserves in 1948.

The mission of the program is “to collect new 
unwrapped toys and distribute those toys to less 
fortunate children” at Christmas time each year.

The Diamondhead VFW Post is thrilled at our 
local response to the program and look forward 
to the next giving season to top 2024 numbers. If 
you would be interested in hosting a Toys for Tots 

Community Generosity Overflows: Diamondhead 
Exceeds Toys for Tots Goals!

Santa Claus was present at The Club in Decem-
ber to ensure local Marines received the 2024 Di-
amondhead Toys for Tots community collection 
of toys.

• See TOYS
  Page 8
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box in your Diamondhead business, 
please reach out to the local Marine 
Reserve representative at  https://
gulfport-ms.toysfortots.org/ or Dia-
mondhead VFW Post 2880 before Oc-
tober 2025.

Amanda L. Pidgeon of Hancock 
County High school was presented 
the VFW Post 2880 National Citi-
zenship Education Teacher  Award 
for 2024-2025 at the annual VFW 
Christmas Banquet on 4 December 
2024.  Her selection will now go to 

VFW District One which covers all 
VFW Posts in Hancock, Harrison, 
Jackson and George counties.  

District winners advance to the 
state level and from there to the Na-
tional level.  Winners at all levels 
receive cash awards and commem-
orative plaques.  Amanda  serves 
as Head of the English Department 
at Hancock High School.  She holds 
a Master of Arts in English from 
Southern New Hampshire Universi-
ty where she graduated with a 3.93 
GPA.  She has been a guiding force, 
shaping the academic and personal 
growth of countless students in the 
county.  

In addition to her professional ac-
complishments, Amanda is deeply 
involved in the community.  She has 
served as the United 

Way Representative for HHS and 
has been recognized as one of the Top 
10 Outstanding Citizens by the Han-
cock County Chamber of Commerce.  
Her community involvement extends 
to her leadership within the Junior 
Auxiliary of Hancock County, where 
she has held multiple positions in-
cluding President.  Amanda Pidgeon 
is an outstanding educator, leader, 
and community member who embod-
ies the qualities that the Teacher Of 
The Year Award seeks to honor.

Her and husband Ryan along with 
their son Jesse reside in Diamond-
head, MS.

VFW Post 2880 Teacher of the year 
award presented to Amanda L. Pid-
geon by post member Don Ball.

• TOYS
  Continued from Page 3

By PaUl GilBert

How many of us make a New 
Year’s resolution each year? Lose 
weight, eat healthier, learn a new 
language, and so many other resolu-
tions that fade by January 31st. Avi-
ation resolutions offer ways to make 

a plan for lasting improvement, as 
well as a safer year of flying.

Tired of being grounded by an 
overcast cloud layer? How about 
working on the instrument rating? 
It’s the most useful rating a pilot can 
have. The skills acquired in training 
will improve heading and altitude 

control and can ease the weather 
anxiety many non-instrument rated 
pilots face when marginal weather 
moves in.  

When people think of flight un-
der Instrument Flight Rules (IFR), 
they may imagine flight in clouds the 
whole trip, but most flights involve a 

brief climb through a cloud layer, fol-
lowed by cruise in clear air. The de-
scent into clouds during the approach 

Diamondhead Aviation: New Year’s Resolutions

remove all signs at the pool stating 
no drinks and will be replaced with 
just no glass. Will be looking into the 
current organizational chart for rec 
There are a few little responsibilities 
that appear to be orphaned. Will be re-
configuring the tennis courts that are 
near the main pool, will be getting rid 
of the tennis courts and get two new 
Pickleball courts set up, talks about 
resurfacing and replacing the lights 
that are no longer working. The mo-
tion will be brought to the board in 
Decembers meeting. Administration/
Legal Committee- Nothing to report. 
House/Club Committee- Reviewed 
finance performance and plan to re-
duce its expenses with food and bev-
erage. The card rooms are now set up 
to pay a fee for special arrangements 
such as food, beverage, and linens 
there will be a small service charge. 

The new reduced menu is set up to 
roll out for January 2025. The cater-
ing business is increasing. There will 
be a family day at the club in the ear-
ly spring. Facilities/Safety Commit-
tee- The staff located at the Commu-
nity Center needs to relocate in order 
for us to save on energy. The kitchen 
floor needs to be repaired, currently 
waiting on a few bids so we can bring 
it before the board by next meeting. 
The television mount was done in the 
back of the Club and all the pressure 
washing in the back of the club was 
done as well. Will be bringing to the 
board at the next meeting about pos-
sibly changing out the spot light that 
is out on the patio for more ambient 
lighting. Golf/Grounds Committee- 
Nothin to report.

GENERAL MANAGER’S RE-
PORT – Controller McInnis gave a 
report including financial data and 
Marketing report.

POA MEMBERS COMMENTS 
ON AGENDA ITEMS –None.

REGULAR AGENDA – 
2024-25- A motion to replace 

dump trailer for golf course and POA 
grounds maintenance made by Vice 
president Giarrusso and seconded 
by Ex-Officio Becker. Motion passed 
unanimously.

2024-26- Motion to spread upon 
the minutes, the authorizations to re-
ceive notice of meetings of the board 
via email made by President Sislow 
and seconded by Director Nutting. 
Motion passed unanimously.

POA MEMBERS COMMENTS 
ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS – Jessie 
Harwood spoke about member input 
to future plans and important ame-
nities. And spoke about setting up a 
Q&A. Katheryn Lewis spoke about 
amenities.

NEXT MEETING – The next 
scheduled meeting will be on Mon-
day, December 16, 2024, at 6:00 
P.M. at the Diamondhead City Hall 
Chambers.

ADJOURN to Executive Session- 

Motion made by Ex-Officio Becker 
and seconded by Director Blackwood. 
The meeting adjourned at 6:24pm.

 Respectfully submitted,
Meg Damiens 
POA Board Secretary
On November 6, 2024 a request 

for Consent to Receive Notice of Spe-
cial Meetings via Email was sent 
electronically to the Members of 
the Board of Directors from Coun-
cil Jones. All Members of the Board 
have since replied with their consent 
on the following dates:

November 6, 2024
President Sislow, Director Pineau, 

Director Lee, Vice President Giarrus-
so, Ex Oficio Becker, Director Tubbs, 
Secretary Damiens

November 7, 2024
Director LaFontaine
November 8, 2024 
Director Stromeyer, Director Nut-

ting
November 13, 2024
Treasurer Blackwood

• BUSINESS
  Continued from Page 2

• See AVIATION
  Page 17
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• CHURCHES
ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH
5303 Diamondhead Circle
Diamondhead, MS 39525-3203
(228) 255-9213
mail@stthomasdiamondhead.org
WORSHIP TIMES
Sunday 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Sunday 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

DIAMONDHEAD
COMMUNITY CHURCH
5301 Diamondhead Circle
(288) 255-5556
dhcommunitychurch.org
Weekly Schedule
SUNDAY
Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Lifeline Discipleship Classes for all 
ages: 9 a.m.
Adult Christian Education Classes: 
9 a.m.
“Wired” Rehearsal : 5 p.m. 
TUESDAY
GriefShare: 2 p.m.  
WEDNESDAY
Youth Activities : 5:30 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal : 5:30 p.m. 

DIAMONDHEAD
METHODIST CHURCH
A GLOBAL METHODIST 
CHURCH
5305 Noma Drive
Diamondhead, MS 39525
Office: 228-255-6888
Email: office@diamondheadmeth-
odistchurch.org
Website: www.diamondheadmeth-
odistchurch.org
Facebook: Diamondhead Method-
ist Church
Service: 10 a.m. Sunday

MOST HOLY TRINITY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
9062 Kiln Delisle Road
Pass Christian, MS 39571
228-255-1294
Email: admin@mhtcatholic.org
Website: http://mhtcatholic.org
Mass Times:
Monday – Friday:  8:00 a.m.
Saturday: 4:00 & 6:00 p.m.
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m. & 
7:00 p.m.
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:00-3:30 
p.m., or by appointment

JACOB’S WELL BAPTIST 
CHURCH
29554 Vic Faye Road, Pass 
Christian, MS 39571; 228-255-
2555, jacobswellms@aol.com
Worship times on Sundays: 
8:45 a.m. Worship, 10 a.m. Sun-
day
School, and 11 a.m. Worship

ANNUNCIATION CATHOLIC 
CHURCH
5370 Kiln-DeLisle Rd. Kiln, MS 
39556 
(228)255-1800       www.annuncia-
tionkiln.com
Masses: Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m.; 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.; 
Weekday 8:00 a.m. (Chapel)
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Sat-
urday 3 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.; Sunday 
9:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. and other 
times by appointment.
Adoration: Tuesday 8:30 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m.; Friday 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 
a.m.

LUTHERAN CHURCH

OF THE PINES 
309 Highway 90
Waveland, MS 39576
228-467-6771
Pastor Brock Cain
Services every Sunday morning 
are at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School for children and 
adults at 9:00 a.m.
Every Wed., we offer Bible study 
at 1 p.m. 

OLD TOWN PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, PCUSA
114 Ulman Ave. 
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 
Pastor: Rev. Richard T. Gillespie, 
Th.D. 
(256) 443-4100 
Worship, 10 a.m. 
Adult Sunday School, 9 a.m.

THE CHURCH AT 112
Romans 1:12 -- “When we get 
together, I want to encourage you 
in your faith, but I also want to be 
encouraged by yours.” (NLT)
17077 Kapalama Dr., Suite B
Pass Christian, MS 39571

Pastor: James Reardon 
Email: james@c112.org.
Our mission is to help encourage 
the people of Diamondhead and 
the surrounding areas towards 
faith in Christ. Our desire is to 
minister to both the unchurched 
(those with little or no church 
experience) and those we call 
the de-churched (individuals who 
have been hurt in the past or dis-
illusioned by the actions of some 
within a church setting). Join us in 
worship -- Sunday at 10 a.m. 
We also extend an invitation for 
you to attend one or more of 
C 112’s monthly activities and 
events. We offer men’s, women’s 
and mixed small groups/Bible 
studies; children, youth, and family 
activities. Please check out C 
112’s regularly updated Facebook 
page and our website to find out 
the time, place and description of 
the events in which you are most 
interested.
Facebook: C112
Website: c112.org. 

• CLUBS
Peo chaPter U

By kathryN lewiS
Peo ( PhilaNthroPic edUca-

tioN orGaNizatioN) 

thUrSday MorNiNG liNe 
daNcerS

By Molly kooNey
Lessons and dancing, led by Mol-

ly, will be held from 10:00 -11:00 am 
on THURSDAYS at the DIAMOND-
HEAD COMMUNITY CENTER. 
New solid flooring and a huge space.  
Plenty of room for social distancing.

 Everyone is welcome.  
Great exercise, great fun, $1 room 

rental per person, per session.
FOR DETAILS OR CANCELLA-

TIONS see our web site:
https://sites.google.com/site/get-

moving12345678/

ladieS BridGe Party
By Gay yoUNG

The date for our January Bridge 
Party is Friday 24,2025 at the Coun-
try Club. Our arrival time is 9:15 and 
we shall begin playing bridge at 9:30. 
If you have any questions regarding 
Ladies Bridge Party, please con-

tact Terre Settle at 255-9892 or Gay 
Young at 255-1528.

The winners of the November Par-
ty were Liz Leonard First Place and 
Janet Parker Second Place. Our Spe-
cial Prize went to Barbara Gibbons.

Mah JoNGG GroUP
By SaNdy Price

Hello everyone! We’d like to invite 
you to play Mah Jongg with us - each 
Tuesday morning we have lunch 
(usually at 11:30) then play from 
12:30 - 4:00 PM. We usually play in 
a card room that we have reserved 
for us. It’s a fun time; we’re not real 
competitive. And afterwards we go 
to Latitude 30 for beverages until 
we adjourn for the following week. 
Please join us!! Thanks, Sandy Price 
228-255-5457 or 228-342-5217.

diaMoNdhead NewcoMerS
By Alison McCraw
The Diamondhead Newcomers 

Club had a wonderful time at the 
joint December Fa La La Luncheon 
with the Diamondhead Women’s 
Club. Everyone was decked out in 
festive, holiday attire, for an after-
noon of holiday cheer, delicious food, 
and lively conversation.

During the luncheon, members 
and guests were treated to entertain-
ment by Mike Lacey, along with our 
very own, Marilyn Lott.  Members 
even joined in the fun by singing the 
almost famous song, “The 12 Days of 
Christmas in Diamondhead,” which 
was written by members of the Dia-
mondhead Art Group. The Fa La La 
Luncheon supported many local caus-
es, with a 50/50 raffle benefiting the 
Magdalen House, angel ornaments 
for CASA, and donation collection for 
veterans in need. Fantastic door priz-
es were also awarded to some lucky 
members. As the luncheon wrapped 
up, guests left with full hearts, new 
friendships, and a sense of belonging, 

Diamondhead Chapter U member 
Sarah Parrington presents her book 
“Forbidden Flames of Valor”. Sar-
ah’s book is available on Amazon 
and at her boutique Sugar Magnolia.
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making it a perfect start to the holi-
day season.

The Newcomers Club looks for-
ward to celebrating 2025 with you! 
Please mark your calendars and join 
us on Wednesday, January 22nd for 
our “Belle of the Ball” luncheon. Let’s 
celebrate the New Year by reigning 
as a Queen or a Princess for the day! 

Lunch is $25 and dues are $20 for the 
year. RSVP to newcomersdiamond-
head@gmail.com by January 17th 
to secure your reservation. Whether 
you are new to Diamondhead or have 
lived here forever, we hope you will 
join us for some fun! Call Marilyn 
Lott for more information 601-528-
3336.

wiNe clUB
By MarShall kyGer

The Diamondhead Wine Club is 
dedicated to the exploration and en-
joyment of wine.  At each monthly 
tasting, we sample at least  6 dif-
ferent wines and learn a little about 
their history and origins.  The Club 
is open to any who are interested in 

enjoying and learning about wine.
 Join us at our upcoming tastings:
 Thursday, January 16th - The 

Merits of Meritage - 7:00 at the Club
The French are known for their 

fine wines:  Bordeaux, Burgundy, 
Chablis, Rhône, etc.  Yet they have 
no grape that match the names.  
They have long made their wines 
by blending the juice from different 
types of grapes although some of 
their wines come close to 100% of a 
particular grape variety.  California 
on the other hand focused on varietal 
wines, largely made from the yield of 
a single grape variety, e.g. Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Chardonnay, etc.  Many 
of those wines in fact had juice from 
other grapes included as well.

 Today, California wine makers 
have broadened their horizons to 

• CLUBS

Diamondhead Newcomers Club Celebrate Christmas
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• CLUBS
include focused blends often called 
Meritage. Some vintners procure pro-
prietary blends and do not disclose 
the percentages of different juices in 
the wine.  Others proudly display the 
grapes included and the associated 
percentages.

 As you will see, any of these ap-
proaches can produce some outstand-
ing and interesting wines.  Come en-
joy!

 Cost is $45 for DWC members and 
$50 for guests.  Please make your 
reservations by mailing you check 
payable to DWC to:  P.O. Box 6523 or 
by emailing Lou at louertel@aol.com 
or Marshall at mekygs@mail.com.

 If you have questions, call Lou 
at 630-750-8135 or Marshall at 228-
363-2488.

diaMoNdhead deMocratS 
ProGreSSiveS iNdePeNdeNtS 

alliaNce
By Gerry GilBert

The Diamondhead Democrat, 
Progressive, Independent Alliance 
(DDPIA) will meet on January 16th 
at St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 
5303 Diamondhead Circle. The meet-
ing begins at 10:00 a.m. with registra-
tion and social time followed by the 
business meeting and a guest speak-
er. Each monthly guest speaker is al-
ways interesting and engaging. Some 
of the past speakers include the Di-
amondhead City Clerk, the Hancock 
County Schools Superintendent, and 
the East Hancock County (Diamond-
head) head librarian. Please join us 
for what always is an informative 
and enjoyable time. 

diaMoNdhead GardeN clUB
By Brierley acker

Hope everyone had a joyous and 
safe holiday season.

Our January meeting will be on 
the 15th of January.  Our program 
will be The Importance of  bees in the 
environment, presented by Joshua 
Reeves

If you did not get to the library to 

see all the Christmas trees Diamond-
head Garden Club was the judges fa-
vorite and won the Blue Ribbon.  The 
public’s favorite has yet to be tallied.  

Ours was gorgeous,  many thanks 
to Paula Kirk and the manny elves 
on her committee. Fabulous

Everyone is welcome at our meet-
ings.  If you are interested in join-
ing or just want to see what we are 
all about, come and check out what 
we are planning for the rest of the 
year. Meeting is at The Diamond-
head Community Church on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month 9:30 social 
time 10:00 am meeting begin

Call President Linda Naron 216 
3430

GeaUx hikiNG clUB
By Sheila edwardS

Well, this group is never deterred 
from hiking… or …. exploring…. or 
having fun. We tried to hike the Pos-
sum Walk, and were rained out… 
again… And we tried to hike at the 
Renaissance Festival (really… we 
even got out of the car and walked 
across the field), but we were turned 
away (le sigh)…. We didn’t have pre-
paid tickets and they were sold out. 
So… what to do? Uh… Duh… Go to 
the liquor store! Walk (hike?) along 
the aisles and imagine how “that” 
vintage will go with a future meal 
(oh, yum!) Love ya, Aquistapace! 

We did get to try out the new trail 
in Diamondhead: the Noma Drive 
trail. This is a nice, wide, flat black-
topped trail that starts near the DH 
City Hall and winds along Noma 
Drive and along the road down to the 

developing marina and dock area at 
the end of Noma. If you’re looking 
for an easy local hike, Noma might 
fit your needs. Our group hiked for 
a chilly hour under a brilliant blue 
cloudless sky before enjoying lunch 

at Camphouse. 
Following are the hikes we’ve 

planned to the start of 2025; so come 
hike with us! And bring your fun, en-
ergy, and suggestions!

Saturday, January 4-- Fountaine-

Geaux Hiking Club
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bleau Trail, Ocean Springs. This 
hike is sponsored by the Jackson 
County Recreation Department, 
Mississippi Sandhill Crane Wild-
life Refuge, and the Audubon 
Society and is led by an expert 
naturalist. Explore our constant-
ly-changing coastal environment 
as we hike through the marsh, 
followed by lunch somewhere 
nearby. Meet at Twin Lakes a bit 
before 8:00am. Leave at 8:00am. 
Hike starts in Ocean Springs at 
9:00am. Leader from Diamond-
head to Ocean Springs: Sheila 
Edwards

Saturday, January 18—Forge 
Day at the Crosby Arboretum 
in Picayune, Mississippi. This 
event features blacksmithing 
demonstrations and hand-made 
crafts by local artisans. We’ll 
also hike the trail at the Arbore-
tum, which provides annotated 
plants, trees, and shrubs along 
the paths to add to the infor-
mation and enjoyment. To form 
car pool, meet at the front of the 
DH Country Club parking lot at 
9:15am. Leader: Sheila Edwards

Wednesday, January 29—
RARE late-day hike at McCleod 

Park. We’ll hike for about an hour 
in the late afternoon, followed by 
a yummy $15 dinner of Royal 
Reds at the Jordan River Steam-
er. This special dinner-hike 
will start by meeting at the DH 
Country Club at 3:00pm to form 
car pool; drive to McCleod Park, 
hike, and then FEAST! Leader: 
Betty Whittington

Our next planning meeting 
will be Tuesday, January 7, 2025 
at 6:00pm in the Kanaka room 
at the DH Country Club. We’ll 
be planning the hikes that we’ll 
begin 2025 with.

• CLUBS

• DH MARDI GRAS 

By eddie MaUterer

On October 25, the Diamondhead Boat-
er’s Association held its annual Halloween 
Party.  The party was a spectacular event 
highlighted with the theme of “Aliens”.  The 
stage was decorated with a flying saucer and 
a backdrop of aliens visiting earth.  The party 
was attended by 153 members.  It was high-
lighted with a wide variety of costumes and 
a costume contest.  Members were especial-
ly creative with their attire, and judges from 
the Southern Voice band had a difficult task 
picking winners. After the parade of elaborate 
and whimsical costumes the band anointed 
Witch Cindy Rushing as winner of the la-
dies’ competition, Beast John Hutchings as 
the men’s winner and political couple Lynn 
and Lou Anne Cox as best couple/group.  The 
party was visited by Beauty and the Beast, a 
bee and beekeeper, couples representing the 
Kennedy’s and the Trump’s, ET riding in a 
bicycle basket, witches and warlocks, angels 
and devils and several space aliens.  A dinner 
of chicken cordon bleu and roasted pork loin 
was enjoyed by all.  After a delicious meal, 
members were able to dance the night away 

to the music of Southern Voice.  Credit for 
a wonderful event goes to Hank and Joanne 
Fried and their committee.

Diamondhead Boaters 
Association Halloween Party

 Diamondhead Boaters Halloween Party
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The Krewe of Diamondhead Celebrates 50 
Years at Their Annual Coronation Ball

article By roBiN GaiNeS
PhotoS By toM koGer

The Krewe of Diamondhead held 
its Coronation Ball for the Mardi 
Gras year 2025 with the theme of The 
Gatsby Era. Jamie Wetzel-Morgan, 
Ball Chairperson, welcomed guests 
and ushered them to their seats for 
the festivities. 

The National Anthem was sung 
by Marilyn Lott to kick the ball off 
in traditional fashion. The master 
of ceremonies, John Kirschenbaum, 
entered to the song “Bad Boy Good 
Man” instrumental by Tape Five and 
opened the celebration with a brief 
history of the Krewe, the announce-
ment of our queens being named in 
the tradition of the founding mem-
bers. 

Board members from the Krewe of 
Diamondhead were then recognized 
and thanked for their hard work and 
willingness to ensure the Krewe has 
the finest every changing events and 
functions of any on the coast. 

Kirschenbaum then introduced the 
Captain for the krewe, Hoppy Smith, 
who entered to the theme song

Puttin’ on the Ritz” instrumental 
by The Grand Floridian Society Or-
chestra. Once he took his place in 
front of the stage, it was time to in-
troduce the reigning court.

The 2024 court entered the ball-
room to their theme Abracadabra 
and the song “Golden Eye,” by Tina 
Turner. The court included Duke 
Mike Lawson and Maid Renee Law-
son, Duke Chris Liese and Maid 
Anna Liese, Duke Trey Giarrusso 
and Maid Margaret Giarrusso, and 
Duke Heath Harwood and Maid Jes-
sie Harwood.

The “Herald Calls” signaled the 

entrance of royalty. ALI’I HONUA 
the 49th Jeremy Damiens & Mo’i 
Wahine the 49th Meg Damiens en-
tered the ballroom to “If Ever I Cease 
to Love” and paid one last tribute to 
their loyal subjects.  They took their 
places on the stage and the MC an-
nounced the retirement of the royal 
scepters. The past royalty, 2019 HRH 
Ron Rhoades and 2013 HRH Mickey 
Hatem

received the scepters and King 
Jeremy and Queen Meg took their 
seats. 

The MC thanked the 2024 court 
for their outstanding Mardi Gras 
season before they adjourned to their 
seats to the song “ABRACADABRA” 
instrumental by The Steve Miller 
Band, thus concluding the Abraca-
dabra theme. 

The fanfare signaled and everyone 
turned their attention to the back of 
the ballroom where the doors opened 
once again for the incoming court. 
As the Royal Court for 2025 were 
formally announced, they entered 
the ballroom to the song “Sing, Sing, 
Sing (With a Swing) instrumental, 
and each took their place on stage as 
they awaited the arrival of the King 
and Queen elect.  

The maids wore the traditional 
black floor length gowns. The Dukes 
wore traditional black tuxedos. 
The Royal Court for 2025 are Duke 
James Embry & Maid Melissa Emb-
ry, Duke Dennis Holmes & Maid Pat-
ty Holmes, Duke Alijah Lee & Maid 
Kennedy Kingston, and Duke Heath 
Harwood & Maid Jessie Harwood.

The “Herald Call” once again 
alerted the audience to the pending 
presentation of royalty. Queen elect, 
Alison Kingston entered the ball-

room proudly escorted by Rebecca 
Backstrom. Alison was stunning in a 
white formal neoprene gown designed 
by iconic & much loved designer AL-
YCE Paris, and featured regal white 
rosettes on both shoulders and an 
elegant train. The gown can truly be 
described as haute couture after sev-
eral custom fittings and specializa-
tion by seamstress Janet Roche.  She 

From left, Meg Damiens, Queen 
Alison Kingston, Ali’I Ho Nua the 
50th Jamie Kingston and Jeremy 
Damiens.

• See BALL
  Page 18
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January 2025 Club News 
JaNUary 2025 

the clUB at diaMoNdhead 
Mikayla caPPS/BaNqUet/eveNtS MaN-

aGer 
Happy 2025! As we kick off the new year, we want 

to take a moment to express our deepest gratitude to 
you—our incredible customers. Your support, smiles, 
and loyalty mean the world to us, and because of 
you, we can do what we love every day. Please mark 
your calendars and join us for these exciting events 
in January and beyond. Here’s to another year of 
amazing memories! 
tUeSday – BiNGo NiGht o firSt & third 
tUeSday of JaNUary: JaNUary 7th & 

JaNUary 21St  6:00–7:30 PM 

wedNeSday – trivia NiGht o every 
wedNeSday, StartiNG at 6:30 PM 

• Note: No Trivia on January 1 

trivia wedNeSday Plate availaBle 
5:00–8:00 PM | $13 

• Southwest Eggrolls 
• Chicken Bites 
• Mozzarella Sticks 
• Served with marinara, honey mustard, and 

avocado ranch. No substitutions. Limited 
availability. 

thUrSday – karaoke NiGhtS o SiNG 
yoUr heart oUt every thUrSday froM 
6:00–9:00 PM 

• Note: No Karaoke on January 2 

friday – live BaNdS iN latitUde 30 o 
7:00–10:00 PM 

• January 3: No Band 
• January 10: Short Circuit 
• January 17: River 
• January 24: Quarter Notes 
• January 31: Missy and Ray 

SPecial eveNtS 
New MeNU laUNch – JaNUary 2 Be the 
firSt to try oUr all-New diSheS aNd 

flavorS iN latitUde 30 Patio aNd Grill 
StartiNG JaNUary 2! 

faMily day oN the eveNt lawN – March 
16 12:30–3:30 PM 

• Bounce House 
• Kids Games 
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• Face Painting 
• Cash Bar with burgers and hotdogs available 

for purchase. $3 per child 4 & over. Bring your own 
lawn chairs – no outside food or beverages allowed. 

Great GatSBy theMed diNNer – March 
22 SteP Back iNto the roariNG ‘20S for 

a GlaMoroUS eveNiNG! 
• 5:45–9:30 PM 
• $130 per ticket | $120 with POA discount (avail-

able for members in good standing if purchased by 
February 22) 

• Includes Charcuterie & Bubbly, a four-course 
meal, live jazz music, and a Best of the ‘20s Costume 
Contest! 

Menu Highlights: Waldorf Salad – paired with 
Bees Knees Cocktail (Empress Gin) Smoked Ribeye 
Bites – Bleu cheese butter, arugula, horseradish 
cream, and crostini (paired with NY Sour) Beef Wel-
lington – Duchess potatoes and charred asparagus 
(paired with Jadot Gevrey Chambertin Pinot Noir) 
Cream Puff – Roasted pecan mousse, salted pecan 
brittle (paired with Bouvet Rose Brut) 

Get your tickets now! This all-inclusive evening 
will be one to remember! Call 228-255-2918 ext. 3 or 
stop by the Club office.

usually lasts only ten or 
fifteen minutes before 
the runway starts to ap-
pear through the haze. 
Sure, there are days 
when clouds are all 
the way to the ground, 
but part of instrument 
training is learning 
when to keep it in the 
hangar and wait for 
better weather.

Building a Path to 
Proficiency

The flight review re-
quired by part 61 of the 
regulations requires a 
minimum of one hour 
of ground training and 
an hour of flight with 
a flight instructor. You 
must have had a flight 
review within the last 
twenty-four calendar 
months. Minus a few 

finer points, this and 
three landings in the 
past ninety days are 
all the FAA requires 
for pilot currency for 
general aviation fly-
ing. But is that really 
enough? How about a 
New Year’s resolution 
to spend an hour or two 
with a flight instructor 
each year? By the time 
your flight review is 
due, your skills will be 
sharp as ever and the 
flight review will be just 
a formality.

There are ways to 
achieve your currency 
goals without doing the 
flight review. WINGS 
seminars are sched-
uled throughout the 
year and many of them 
can be done remotely 
through webinars. Visit 
faasafety.gov to search 
for seminars and cours-
es in various subject 
areas. Most events give 

credit you can use to 
complete a phase of the 
WINGS program which 
can be used to satisfy 
the requirement for the 
flight review. If you’re 
unfamiliar with the 
WINGS program, check 
out this link:  https://
www.faasafety.gov/doc-
uments/Wings_Manu-
al.pdf

Another way to by-
pass the flight review 
is by earning a new cer-
tificate or rating. How 
about moving up to the 
Commercial certificate 
or the above-mentioned 
Instrument Rating? 
Adding a multi-engine 
or glider rating can 
introduce new dimen-
sions to your flying. 
With a new certificate, 
your due date for the 
flight review is reset, 
and you’re good to go 
for another twenty-four 
calendar months. 

My next goal is a sea 
plane add on. I’m look-
ing forward to the chal-
lenge of placing over 
a ton of metal smooth-
ly onto the surface of 
nearby lakes and riv-
ers. Looking through 
the seaplane handbook 
produced by the FAA, 
I can see it involves a 
whole new world, more 
akin to sailing. Here’s 
the link if you care to 
check it out: https://
www.faa.gov/sites/faa.
gov/files/regulations_
policies/handbooks_
m a n u a l s / a v i a t i o n /
seaplane_handbook/
faa-h-8083-23-1.pdf 

Speaking of study 
guides, the FAA of-
fers an entire library 
of books free of charge, 
covering topics like air-
plane and helicopter 
training, mechanic and 
air traffic controller. 
You can go to FAA.gov 

but here’s a link you 
can use to explore the 
enormous number of 
manuals they offer:

https://www.faa.gov/
regulations_policies/
handbooks_manuals

Have a great 2025 
and as always, feel free 
to email me with ques-
tions or comments,

Paul Gilbert
aviatorandwriter@

gmail.com

• AVIATION
  Continued from Page  
8
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then took her place on the stage and 
all turned with an eager anticipation 
for the arrival of the King elect.

The fanfare again sounded and all 
eyes were on the back on the ballroom 
as King elect Jamie Kingston was an-
nounced and entered to the tradition-
al song “If I ever Cease to Love.”  The 
King elect wore a traditional black 
tuxedo with white vest and tie. 

The royal crowns and scepters 
were presented by 2019 HRH Ron 
Rhodes and 2013 HRH Mickey Ha-
tem. 

Ali’I Ho Nua the 49th Jeremy 
Damiens and Queen Meg Damiens 
crowned Ali’I Ho Nua the 50th, Jamie 
Kingston and Queen, Alison Kings-
ton. Then departed the stage and bid 
their final farewell to their reign. 

Captain Hoppy Smith present-
ed the traditional toast to the new-
ly crowned Royalty.  The royal pins 

were presented by President, Jeremy 
Damiens and the royal flag was pre-
sented by Captain, Hoppy Smith. 

Ali’I Ho Nua the 50th Jamie Kings-
ton made his official proclamation to 
all attendees that the streets shall be 
adorned with vibrant colors, music 
shall fill the air and laughter shall 
echo through every corner of our 
realm. This proclamation served as 
a reminder of the importance of uni-

ty and celebration. She summoned 
forth an ancient spell that will bring 
forth a magical feast of delectable 
treats, goblets that forever refill with 
the most sumptuous beverages and 
plates overflowing the enchanted 
delicacies that will leave the krewe 
spellbound. 

The Krewe then enjoyed dinner, 
dancing and merriment throughout 
the evening as “Dr. Rock” entertained 

all who attended. 
The Krewe of Diamondhead will 

hold their annual Mardi Gras ball on 
February 22, 2025, with the elegant 
and fun theme, “The Gatsby Era: The 
Great Gatsby”. This will be followed 
by their annual parade that will take 
place, Saturday, March 1, 2025. For 
information or applications on the 
parade, please contact Parade Direc-
tor, Sandy McGraw at 719-439-0269.

• BALL
  Continued from Page 15

Ali’l Ho Nua the 50h Jamie Kingston 
and Queen Alison Kingston.

Maids Melissa Embry, Patty Holmes, Jessie Harwood, Kennedy Kingston, 
Queen Alison Kingston, Ali’I Ho Nua the 50th Jamie Kingston; Dukes Alijah 
Lee, Heath Harwood, Dennis Holmes, and James Embry.

A Night of Celestial Splendor: Krewe of Selene 
Welcomes 2025 Royal Court

By Kim Koppman 
On Saturday, November 16th, be-

neath a stunning full moon, the stage 
was perfectly set for the crowning of 
Selene, the Moon Goddess. The air 
was thick with excitement as the 
Krewe of Selene made their grand 
entrance into the opulent ballroom 
of the Club in Diamondhead. Attend-
ees, dressed to the nines in elegant 
tuxedos and glamorous ball gowns, 
eagerly found their seats amidst ex-
quisite black and gold decor, metic-
ulously planned by head chairperson 
Teresa Manning.   The Board liaison, 
Roxanne Worak assisted in  plan-
ning, table seating and attending to 

royalty before they were to preside 
across the ballroom.

 The evening’s highlight began 
with the announcement of the Tab-
leau. The reigning 2024 Selene 
Queen, Kim Koppman, and King 
Endymius, Steve Koppman, made 
a regal procession through the ball-
room, poised to crown their succes-
sors. Accompanying them were their 
court members, Jenny and Lloyd 
Ramirez and Kelly and Todd Torgu-
son, who gracefully took their final 
walk as Selene Royalty. The lively 
music set an engaging backdrop as 
they greeted krewe members on their 
way to the stage.

 Anticipation reached its peak with 

the entrance of the new 2025 Selene 
Royalty. The Goddesses and their 
dukes dazzled in black velvet gowns 
and tuxedos. The incoming court in-
cluded Sandy and Michael McGraw, 
Leanne and Martin Guidry, Lisa and 
Drew Pretzello, and first goddess and 
duke, Penny and Henry Majors.

 With a triumphant blast of trum-
pets, the 2025 Queen Selene, Sara 
Koger, and King Endymius, Tom 
Koger, entered, beaming as they 
greeted krewe members. Sara’s el-

Krewe of Selene King and Queen 
2025 Tom and Sara Koger

• See SELENE
  Page 19
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Krewe of Selene Court 2025

egantly tailored white 
gown was perfect for 
her coronation, while 
Tom’s white tuxedo 
jacket with black trim 
added a touch of sophis-
tication. They gracious-
ly acknowledged the 
outgoing royalty and 
paid homage to Krewe 
Captain Terri Downy 
and escort, Mark Cue-
vas.

 Former Selene 
Kings, Ricky Shepard 
and Scott McNamee 

served as the evening’s 
Floor Lieutenants. 
With great fanfare, 
Emcee Tracy Shepard 
announced the crown-
ing of Sara and Tom. 
The entire krewe raised 
their champagne glass-
es in a toast to honor 
the new Queen Selene 
and King Endymius.

 As part of the cel-
ebration, the royal 
gifts were presented 
by Krewe members 
Chelsey Smith, Ellen 
Titus, Robin Gaines, 
and Melanie James to 
Sara and Tom.

 The night continued 
with a delightful dinner 

featuring wedge salad, 
generous pork chops, 
Gouda grits with grilled 
asparagus, and dessert 
of crème brûlée, fol-
lowed by dancing to the 
lively tunes of the band, 
TEASE ME. The club’s 
staff provided exempla-
ry service throughout 
the evening. As Sara 
and Tom prepare to pre-
side over Mardi Gras 
festivities, including so-
cial engagements, par-
ties, and parades, they 
are warmly welcomed 
by all as they embark 
on this exciting journey 
as Selene explores the 
universe.

• SELENE
  Continued from Page 
18

The Season of Giving with the Krewe of Olympus
By chloe alMeida

As the holidays are put to an end, 
and the community endeavors on 
their new year’s resolutions,

the Krewe of Olympus wanted to 
end the season by giving back to the 
community. On October 26th, 2024 
the Krewe of Olympus held their an-
nual Derby Fundraiser with a por-
tion of the proceeds being donated to 
the Magdalene House .

The Derby fundraiser was a large 
success thanks to Vice President Bet-
ty Maxwell and the volunteers that 
made the night possible. The Triple 
Crown worthy attire set the theme 
for the night, fit with six bracketed 
jockey races and brilliant creatives 
featuring their best hats, the night 

encapsulated the glamour of the 
Kentucky Derby.

The Krewe of Olympus board of 
directors decided that a portion of 
the proceeds would be donated to 
the Magdalene House also known as 
Women’s Community Support cen-
ter,is a 501C3 non-profit organiza-
tion that seeks to empower women to 
cultivate their physical, mental and 
spiritual needs and foster stable and 
independent lives outside of hard-
ships they have faced.

“ Our vision is to equip our clients 
through life skills training, safe sup-
portive housing, and ongoing sup-
port, and to minister healing and 
restoration through Christian coun-
seling and teaching.”

Through their hard work and do-
nations from the community, this 
group has successfully helped women 
coming out of homelessness, incar-
cerations and addiction and given 
them safety, comfort and skills to 
live independently. Krewe of Olym-

pus is proud to have donated $500.00 
towards the organization. Magdalene 
House is currently accepting dona-

Krewe of Olympus Derby Party

• See OLYMPUS
  Page 20
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tions of slacks, dress shirts, and busi-
ness appropriate clothing for women 
currently seeking employment op-
portunities.

Thank you to Diane Bennett and 
for coming to share the amazing 
work of the organization, as well 
as a large thank you to Co founder 
Barbara Ambrose for the work your 

organization does for the Gulf coast 
community.

• OLYMPUS
  Continued from Page 19

Krewe of Olympus Derby Party

• SPORTS
diaMoNdhead 

Golf ShoP
By chriS alteSe, PGa

Can you believe that 2025 is here!  
We are looking forward to another 
fun year of golf at The Club at Dia-
mondhead!  Happy New Year from 
all of us in Golf Operations!  Let’s all 
support OUR club and make this year 
one of the best!  We hope that all res-
idents and annual golf members will 
participate in some of the many golf 
activities planned this year.  Even if 
you don’t play golf, you might know 
someone who does…please tell them 
all to come play our Diamondhead 
golf courses.

Reminder…As part of the efforts 
to maintain and properly utilize the 
World Handicap System/GHIN at 
The Club at Diamondhead for our 
members, we implemented eligi-
bility requirements to play in club 
events that are based on net scores or 
pre-flighted based on handicap/hand-
icap index.  The eligibility require-
ments to play will continue for 2025.

The 13th annual Gobbler Golf 
Classic was held on November 30th 
(Saturday after Thanksgiving.)  
Thank you to all golfers that support-
ed this event as well as all of our golf 
events this past year.  More impor-
tantly, this group donated over 406 
lbs of canned goods to the Hancock 
County Food Pantry and hundreds of 

toys to the Toys for Tots program as 
part of their entry fee.  Congratula-
tions to our winners…

Gobbler Results…
Turkey Flight Champions –  (2-

way tie) Chris Morrison/Jay Sand-
ers/Kevin Rea & Ernie Lee/Dwayne 
Braud/Robby Russell

Ham Flight Champions – (4-way 
tie) Steve King/Brice Howard/Dan-
ny King & Jerry Shamp/Don Smith/
Billy Meighen & Evan Peeler/Victo-
ria Nutting/Leland Elchos & Stew-
art Nutting/Mitchell Nutting/Judith 
Sonntag

Stuffing Flight Champions – (2-
way tie) Bill Blackwood/Larry Os-
burn/Mike Sheffield & John Brdecka/
Michael Gries/Chad Lenoir

Cranberry Sauce Flight Champi-
ons – John Kirschenbaum/Jonathan 
Stockstill/Shade Newman

Join our annual golf membership 
and play more golf!  When you con-
sider the benefits, our annual golf 
memberships are second to none in 
our region.  Full-service, award-win-
ning golf shop.  State-of-the-art Golf 
Academy at Diamondhead.  World 
class practice facilities.  Full-service 
grill and bar.  Friendly and helpful 
golf professionals and staff.  And 
the list goes on.  Play at The Club at 
Diamondhead and be treated like a 
member for the day or join and be a 
member for the year.

Proposed Schedule of 2025 Golf 
Events (subject to change)…

1/18 Double Black Diamond
1/25-1/26  Jack O’Neill Junior 

Championship
2/9   Super Bowl Scramble

2/16  Sweetheart Scramble
4/4-4/6 Big Kahuna Golf Challenge
4/23-4/24  Ladies’ Malahini Mem-

ber-Guest
5/16-5/18 Malahini Member-Guest
6/6-6/8 Hawaiian Mixed Couples 
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Committee Members of 
Young Lady Golfer As-
sistance Program- Hop-
py Smith, Brigitte Becker, 
Judy Tauzin, Leslie O’Neill, 
Georgeann Luxion, Terri 
Woolbright

First Flight winners for Tur-
key Shoot Out Cassandra 
Godbold & Marta Wald

Second Flight winners for 
Turkey Shoot Out Colleen 
Jones, Betsy Lyons, Anne 
Payne, Cathy Weber

Invitational
7/5-7/6  Magnolia Classic
9/12-9/14  Member-Mem-

ber
10/3-10/5   Diamondhead 

CP Four Ball
10/11  Wheel of Misfortune
10/18 Fall Festival Scram-

ble
10/25-10/26 The Shaka 

Club Championship
11/29 The Gobbler
During this time of year, it 

is critical that we all fix two 
ball marks and fill two divots 
every hole...any two will do...
they don’t have to be yours!  
We look forward to seeing 
you “PLAY MORE GOLF.”  
The 2025 Golf Guides are 
available now. Please take 
the time to refresh yourself 
on our golf policies and proce-
dures. As always, let us know 
how we can help.

dwGa
By colleeN JoNeS

With Thanksgiving and 
rain we only got to play twice 
this month. November 7th 
we played a team game of 
best Low Gross and best Low 
Net on the Cardinal Course. 
The winning team was Liz 
Austin, Colleen Jones, Ter-
ri Woolbright and Pauline 
Singer. Closest to the Pin was 
Karen Dougherty on Hole #4 
& 13, Bet Bowen on hole #7 
and Liz Austin on hole #17. 
Birdies were had by Marta 
Wald, Margie Pittman, Jill 
Wiles and Liz Austin had 3 
birdies. Joyce Teerling had a 
Chip-In.

November 21st we had 
our Turkey Shoot Out on 
the Cardinal Course. This is 
were you take 72 plus your 
handicap and plant your tur-
key on your last shot. Whoev-
er gets the farthest down the 
course wins. The First Flight 

winner was Marta Wald, sec-
ond was Cassandra Godbold 
and third was Georgeann 
Luxion. Second Flight win-
ner was Anne Payne, second 
was Betsy Lyons and there 
was a three way tie for third 
between Colleen Jones, Car-
ol Kirschenbaum and Cathy 
Weber. Closest to the Pin 
was Liz Bell on hole #4 and 
#13, Karen Dougherty on 
hole #7 and Margie James 
on hole #17. Birdies were 
had by Marta Wald, Liz Bell, 
Cassandra Godbold, Tiffany 
Webb and Karen Dougherty. 
Cassandra Godbold had a 
Eagle on hole #3. Chip-Ins 
were had by Pat Ellis, Karen 
Dougherty and Judith Sonn-
tag. 

DWGA along with DW-
GAN had a fund raiser dec-
orating Halloween Pumpkins 
for Young Lady Golfer Assis-
tance Program. A check was 
given to Leslie O’Neill in the 
amount of $655 which the 
Jack O’Neill Memorial will 
match.  

dMGa
By JaN veSt

It is with deep respect and 
sorrow that we announce 
the passing of Gene Demedi-
cis, a long-standing member 
of the Diamondhead Men’s 
Golf Association (DMGA) 
and the dedicated writer of 
the DMGA Report in the Di-
amondhead News monthly 
publication. Gene’s contribu-
tions were invaluable, and 
his presence will be missed 
by all members of our com-
munity.

Gene’s commitment to the 
DMGA and his engaging, in-
sightful reports have left an 
indelible mark on our associ-
ation. We extend our heart-
felt condolences to his family 
and friends during this diffi-
cult time. Rest in peace, dear 
friend.

Leading Money Winners 

4th Quarter Report
The leading money win-

ners through the November 
20th game are: Val Mill-
er, Gene Demedicis, John 
Bunce, Byron Gandy, and 
David Barbato

Game Results
October 16 – ABCD Points 

Format
•1st Place: Berni Breen, 

Percy Payne, Tom Wool-
bright, Richard Jarrell (+9)

•2nd Place: Michael Gal-
vin, Bill Merna, John Bunce, 
AJ Dilley (-4)

•3rd Place: Gene Demedi-
cis, Erie Hebert, Dennis Lau-
mann, Joe Murray (-8)

•4th Place: Marshall Mill-
er, Lee Kormandy, Tommy 
Murphy, Dennis Tauzin (-17)

•Closest to the Pin: Lenny 
Alphonso, Marshall Miller 
(twice), Berni Breen (closest 
shot at 3 feet)

•Lowest Score: Percy 
Payne

October 23 – Two Best 
Balls ABCD

•Tied 1st Place:
•John Black, Gene De-

medicis, Joe Doyle, Chuck 
Ingram

•Norman Bowley, Mar-
shall Miller, Val Miller, Ar-
thur Burgoyne

•Tied 2nd Place:
•George Thibodeaux, 

John Benus, Tommy Mur-
phy, Dennis Tauzin

•Thomas Amedee, Marc 
Patrick, John Bunce, Joe 
Murray

•Lowest Score: Erie He-
bert

•Closest to the Pin: George 

Thibodeaux, Joe Doyle (clos-
est shot at 3’3”), Dave Barba-
to, Norman Bowley

October 30 – Peers Mixed 
Bag

•1st Place: Brian Brown, 
John McLaughlin, John 
Bunce, Val Miller (-23)

•Individual Low: Brian 
Brown

•2nd Place: Jan Vest, Joe 
Wilks, Billy Stroud, Bernie 
Breen (-17)

•3rd Place: David Barba-
to, John Black, Ken Walker, 
Mike Lindell (-15)

•4th Place: Rennie Pan-
gan, Sam Lee, Cat Aguda, 

Marc Patrick (-13)
•Closest to the Pin: Todd 

Covina (closest shot at 2’11”), 
John Black, Ken Walker, Bil-
ly Stroud

November 2 – Peers Sham-
ble Two Best Balls

•1st Place: AJ Dilley, Ron 
Rech, John Speed, Richard 
Jarrell (-32)

•Tied 2nd Place:
•Val Miller, John Bunce, 

Dennis Laumann, Tom Wool-
bright (-23) •Chuck In-
gram, Leonard Alphonso, 
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Dennis Tauzin, Joe Murray (-23)

•Closest to the Pin: Gene Demedi-
cis, Chuck Ingram (closest shot at 
4’7”), Sam Lee, Richard Jarrell

November 6 – ABCD Shamble
•1st Place: Jan Vest, Larry Os-

borne, Mark Beto (-26)
•Tied 2nd Place:
•Michael Liddell, John Black, 

Tommy Murphy, Dennis Tauzin (-25)
•Michael Galvin, Gene Demedicis, 

Tom Woolbright, Arthur Burgoyne 
(-25)

•4th Place: Joe Wilks, Brian 
Brown, John McLaughlin (-24)

•Closest to the Pin: Fred Wiles, 
Jan Vest, Larry Osborne (closest shot 
at 2’8”), Brian Brown

November 20 – Peers and Points
•1st Place: John Bunce, Dennis 

Laumann, Joe Doyle (-1)
•Individual Low Scores: Joe Doyle, 

Lee Cary
•Tied 2nd Place:
•Billy Stroud, Fred Wiles, David 

Barbato (-15)
•Sam Lee, Marc Patrick, Erie He-

bert (-15)
•3rd Place: Michael Cavataio, 

Larry Osborne, Lee Kormandy (-20) 
•Closest to the Pin: Larry Osborne 
(closest shot at 4 feet), John Bunce, 
Joe Doyle, Fred Wiles

See you on the course!
dwGaN

By Shirley halterMaN
By the time this article reaches 

printing, we gals of the DH Nines 
hope you had a most Blessed Christ-
mas, Happy Holiday and a  F a n -
tastic New Year.  

Needless to say, weather condi-
tions took a toll on our Tuesday golf-
ing.  November 19th found us with 
enough rain to call our game off; how-
ever, a good number of our members 
did come out for lunch and our sched-
uled General Meeting. 

The following Tuesday, November 
26 was our scheduled “Turkey Day.”  
The Pro Shop provides information 
for each player as to your average 
score, and your goal is to play better 
than that or at least equal to it. The 
weather held out so we were able to 
get our game in.  We had 26 players 
competing against themselves on the 
front nine of our Cardinal Course.  
Those bettering or matching their 
scores were as follows:  Pattie Black-
wood had a Turkey Score of 55 but 
shot a 48.  MaryAlice Harfoush’s Tur-
key Score was 54, and she turned in 
a score of 51.  Pauline Singer gained 

one stroke from her 54 score to get 
a 53.  Judy Wright did the same by 
scoring a 54 against her 55.  Then 
Cathy Gesell managed to match her 
score of 51.   Dinah Knobloch had 
a Chip In on hole #1.   Funds were 
also awarded for Closest to the Pin 
and Lowest Putts.  Judy Amox came 
Closest to the Pin in Flight 1, Cathy 
Gesell in Flight 2 and Ruthie O’Neill 
in Flight 3.  When it came to Low-
est Putts, the 1st Flight winner was 
Therese Mauterer, 2nd Flight was 
taken by Brigitte Becker, and Flight 
3 by Pauline Singer. We were glad to 
get this game in because it is always 
fun to try to improve on your own 
score.

The first Tuesday in December, 
the 4th, was our monthly Trophy Day 
competition.  Although the morning 
proved a bit chilly, 18 brave gals 
came out to play the Back Nine of 
our Pine Course.  Our Fight 1 win-
ners were:  1st Place (in a scorecard 
playoff) Therese Mauterer followed 
by Toni Rossol in 2nd Place and Judy 
Tauzin in 3rd Place.  When it came 
to Flight 2, Judi Brannan took 1st 
Place, Cathy Gessell took 2nd Place 
while Nancy Sislow came in 3rd 
Place.  For Flight 3, Pauline Sing-
er scored 1st Place, Ruthie O’Neill 
took 2nd Place while Mary Mizell 
garnered 3rd Place.  During Trophy 
Day we always give awards for both 
Lowest Putts and Closest to the Pin.  
The gals must have been putting well 
since we had to award a couple of ties.  
In Flight One, Toni Rossol scored the 
least putts, while Flight Two had 
a tie between Judy Brannan and 
Nancy Sislow so they split the prize 
money.  And, we had the same thing 
happen in Flight 3 with both Ruthie 
O’Neill and Pauline Singer scoring 
the same number of putts.  Closest to 
the Pin honors went to Judy Tauzin 
in Flight 1, Cathy Gessell in Flight 2 
and Ruthie O’Neill in Flight 3.  Great 
job gals!

Tuesday,  December 10th, found 

us looking forward to our Annual 
Christmas Scramble.  Unfortunate-
ly, once again, Mother Nature had 
other ideas; and we got rained out.  
Not to be dissuaded from celebrating, 
we enjoyed playing a team oriented 
game with prizes, collecting toys for 
the children at CASA and feasting 

on a yummy lunch and Christmas 
Cake for dessert.  

So, until next year, we pray for 
better weather and more time chas-
ing the little white (or whatever color 
you prefer) ball around the courses.

Toys collected for CASA Children by 
DH Nines

Nines Members enjoying lunch DH Nines Yummy Cake
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