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By Nancy sislow
poa board president

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 4

Your POA Board has spent the 
last month getting committees or-
ganized.  Each committee has de-
veloped a routine meeting time and 
place, and membership is now final-
ized.  A few changes were made as 
the goal was to have no one serving 
on more than one committee.  The 
more and varied input we have the 
better we can serve the member-
ship.  Thanks to everyone for their 
flexibility and efforts.  Greg Abadie, 
General Manager, has been busy 
working interviewing candidates 
for the vacant Food and Bever-
age Manager position.  He includ-
ed me, Bill Blackwood, Treasurer, 
Trey Giarrusso, Vice President, 
Meg Damiens, Secretary, Ronnie 
LaFontaine, Chair of the Food and 
Beverage (AKA House) Commit-
tee, and Andrea Jones, Human Re-
sources manager in the final inter-
views.  Not everyone was able to 
participate, but input was obtained 
about the six final candidates.  By 
the time this message goes to print, 
the new manager hopefully will be 
announced.
In trying to continue the history of 

Diamondhead from the initial in-
corporation, I have sought out his-

torical documents and interviewed 
members who have been here since 
the early days.  Diamondhead had 
some interesting challenges in its 
beginning.  Getting here was diffi-
cult in 1972. Interstate 10 was only 
constructed with 2 lanes (on the 
north side of what we know as the 
Interstate today) between MS 603 
and the Diamondhead exit.  You 
could go no further.  I was told that 
coming in from Kiln meant you 
had to use Cemetery Road because 
Kapalama Drive was yet to be de-
fined.  
As the interstate intersection was 

developing and purchases of the 
property were taking place, there 
were compromises so that all inter-
ested parties had a chance to invest 
in this desirable area.    Those com-
promises caused to the property 
around the entrances and exits to 
I-10 being owned by different par-
ties. The current Gex Drive was the 
main entrance to Diamondhead 
(with a guard shack to protect the 
resort). Kalani Drive led to anoth-
er party’s property which eventu-
ally has become the shopping area 
where now resides the post office, 
restaurants, banks and Rouses’ gro-
cery.   The property to the east of 
Yacht Club Drive was originally for 
a future casino.  The Clubhouse and 
Community Center (used as a sales 
office) were the first structures built.  

Pine Golf Course was first to be 
fully constructed.  The Marina and 
Yacht club came to be in the early 
70’s as did the airstrip.   
Take a moment to envision rolling 

hills, covered with oaks and pines, 
minimal roads, dirt roads, direc-

tions to the sales office and the ba-
sics of Diamondhead being brand 
new. I think it will help us all appre-
ciate what we have today.
Thank you for the opportunity to 

help keep Diamondhead amenities 
moving forward.
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• COMMUNITY

By Mary Gobert

Gentle readers, the fall sea-
son has never been so welcome 
after the blistering summer we 
had. We hope you took advan-
tage of all the library had to of-
fer to keep you out of the heat. 
Moving into autumn, you know 
there is much more in store. 
Storytime has resumed, Dia-

mondhead Community Reads 
has activites planned, plus a lot 
more! 

Calling all Book Clubs!! My 
Two Elaines:Learning, Coping, 
and Surviving as an Alzhei-
mer’s Caregiver, is the book 
chosen for Diamondhead Com-
munity Reads. This is a months 
long endeavor to encourage the 
community at large to read one 

book then come together to dis-
cuss this shared experience. 
Literary Society of Diamond-
head, the book club that meets 
at the the library, chose to use 
My Two Elaines as its August 
selection. Please consider it for 

East Hancock Library is ready for fall 

• See LIBRARY
  Page 3
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your book club or read it on 
your own and be an active 
participant in this effort. 
Multiple copies of the book 
are available at the library. 
Just ask for the Community 
Reads book at the front desk.

Upcoming events related 
to dementia, caregiving, and 
My Two Elaines are being 

planned. Get current infor-
mation by calling the library 
at 228-255-4800 or by check-
ing the library website. Infor-
mation about movies, talks, 
etc., will also be posted near 
the time of the event to the  
Residents of Diamondhead 
page on Facebook. In the 
meantime, here’s the sched-
ule of our regular events:

NOTE: The library will be 
closed on Monday September 
5 in observance of Labor Day.

Storytime is on Mondays 
at 10:30 for 0-5 year olds. 
They put the fun in reading 
is FUNdamental!

Acrylic Painting for Adults 
is on Monday at 1:00 on Sep-
tember 16. All materials and 
instruction are provided.

Make and Take for Adults 
is on Monday at 1:00 on Sep-
tember 9 and 23. All mate-
rials are provided. Even the 
camaraderie is free!

Literary Society of Dia-

mondhead (LSD) is moving 
to the first Wednesday of the 
month at 10:30. September’s 
date is the 4th and the book 
is Girl Braiding Her Hair by 
Marta Molnar.

Conversational Spanish 
is on Thursday September 
12,19, and 26 at 2:00.Todos 
son bienvenidos! 

Acrylic Painting for Kids 
is on Thursday September 
12, 19, and 26 at 3:30. Mas-
terpieces are created with 

free instruction and materi-
als! 

Stregth and Flxibility 
meets every Friday at 10:30. 
A good variety of exercises 
are done standing and seat-
ed, with weights and with-
out. Come check it out! 

Crafts and Conversation 
meets every Friday at 12:30. 
Come craft and chat!

See you at the library!

• LIBRARY
  Continued from Page 2

By Michael Burke

Diamondhead, MS — The 
Diamondhead Veterans 
of Foreign Wars (VFW) 
Post 2880 is excited to an-
nounce the upcoming Koa 
Classic Golf Tournament, 
a four-person scramble 
that promises to be a day 
of fun, camaraderie, and 
community support for local vet-
erans.  All are welcome to participate.  The event 
is scheduled for Saturday, November 2, 2024, with 
a shotgun start at 1:00 PM at the Cardinal Golf 
Course.

The tournament’s name, “Koa,” which is Hawai-
ian for “Warrior,” reflects the spirit of the event—
honoring the bravery and sacrifice of those who 
have served in the military. All proceeds from the 
Koa Classic Golf Tournament will directly bene-
fit veterans in Diamondhead and Hancock Coun-
ty, providing essential support for those who have 
given so much to our nation.

The VFW Post 2880 is currently accepting spon-
sorships for the tournament, offering businesses 
and individuals a unique opportunity to contribute 
to a cause that resonates deeply within the com-
munity. Sponsorship not only demonstrates a com-
mitment to veterans but also provides visibility 
and engagement within the local area.

Teams are also being formed for this scram-
ble-style tournament, which is open to golfers of all 
skill levels. Whether you’re an experienced golfer 

or a casual player, this event is an excellent oppor-
tunity to enjoy a day on the greens while support-
ing a worthy cause.

The Koa is a great opportunity for businesses 
and individuals to contribute and support a wor-
thy cause. For those interested in sponsoring the 
event or participating in the tournament, please 
contact 601-347-4722 for more information.

Following the tournament, participants are in-
vited to the Emerald Ball Room at The Club, where 
a dinner will be served. The evening will provide 
an opportunity for attendees to relax, share sto-

ries, and celebrate the event’s success in a setting 
of fellowship and gratitude.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars is a cornerstone 
of veteran support in communities across the 
country. In Diamondhead, VFW Post 2880 plays a 
crucial role in offering assistance to veterans, from 
providing financial aid and advocacy to organiz-

VFW Post 2880 announces KOA Classic Golf Tournament

• See VFW
  Page 5
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ing social events and support 
groups that help veterans re-
connect and reintegrate into 
civilian life.

By participating in the 
Koa Classic Golf Tourna-

ment, sponsors and golfers 
are not only enjoying a day 
of golf but are also making 
a tangible difference in the 
lives of local veterans. The 
funds raised will help ensure 
that those who have served 
our country receive the sup-
port and recognition they de-
serve.

Mark your calendars for 
November 2nd and join the 
Diamondhead community in 
honoring our Koa “warriors” 
while enjoying a memorable 
day on the golf course. To-
gether, we can make a sig-
nificant impact in the lives 
of those who have given so 
much for our freedom.

• VFW
  Continued from Page 3

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH
5303 Diamondhead Circle
Diamondhead, MS 39525-3203
(228) 255-9213
mail@stthomasdiamondhead.org
WORSHIP TIMES
Sunday 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Sunday 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

DIAMONDHEAD
COMMUNITY CHURCH
5301 Diamondhead Circle
(288) 255-5556
Weekly Schedule

SUNDAY
Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Lifeline Discipleship Classes for all 
ages: 9 a.m.
Adult Christian Education Classes: 
9 a.m.
“Wired” Rehearsal : 5 p.m. 
TUESDAY
GriefShare: 2 p.m.  
WEDNESDAY
Youth Activities : 5:30 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal : 5:30 p.m. 

DIAMONDHEAD
METHODIST CHURCH

A Global Methodist Church
5305 Norma Drive
Diamondhead, MS 39525
Office: 228-255-6888
Email: office@diamondheadmeth-
odistchurch.com
Website: www.diamondheadmeth-
odistchurch.com
Facebook:  Diamondhead Meth-
odist Church

• CHURCHES

• See CHURCHES
  Page 7
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Pastor:  Dr. Dwight Ramsey
Sunday: 10:00 a.m. Worship and Kid’s 
Zone
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
Tuesday 8:00 a.m. Men’s snacks and 
prayers. 
Thursday Bible Study:  4 to 5:30 p.m. 

MOST HOLY TRINITY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
9062 Kiln Delisle Road
Pass Christian, MS 39571
228-255-1294
Email: admin@mhtcatholic.org
Website: http://mhtcatholic.org
Mass Times:
Monday – Friday:  8:00 a.m.
Saturday: 4:00 & 6:00 p.m.
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:00-3:30 p.m., or 
by appointment

JACOB’S WELL BAPTIST CHURCH
29554 Vic Faye Road, Pass 
Christian, MS 39571; 228-255-
2555, jacobswellms@aol.com
Worship times on Sundays: 
8:45 a.m. Worship, 10 a.m. Sunday
School, and 11 a.m. Worship

ANNUNCIATION CATHOLIC CHURCH
5370 Kiln-DeLisle Rd. Kiln, MS 39556 
(228)255-1800       www.annunciationkiln.
com
Masses: Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m.; Sunday 
8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.; Weekday 8:00 
a.m. (Chapel)
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday 3 
p.m. to 3:45 p.m.; Sunday 9:45 a.m. to 
10:15 a.m. and other times by appointment.
Adoration: Tuesday 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.; 
Friday 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

LUTHERAN CHURCH

OF THE PINES 
309 Highway 90
Waveland, MS. 39576
228-467-6771
Pastor Brock Cain
Services every Sunday morning are at 
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School for children and adults at 
9:00 a.m.
Every Wednesday we offer Bible study at 
1 p.m. 

OLD TOWN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
PCUSA
114 Ulman Ave. 
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 
Pastor: Rev. Richard T. Gillespie, Th.D. 
(256) 443-4100 
Worship, 10 a.m. 
Adult Sunday School, 9 a.m.

The Church at 112
Romans 1:12 -- “When we get together, I 
want to encourage you in your faith, but 
I also want to be encouraged by yours.” 

(NLT)
17077 Kapalama Dr., Suite B
Pass Christian, MS 39571
Pastor: James Reardon 
Email: jreardon112@gmail.com
Facebook: C112 The Church at 112 
Our mission is to help encourage the peo-
ple of Diamondhead and the surrounding 
areas towards faith in Christ. Our desire is 
to minister to both the unchurched (those 
with little or no church experience) and 
those we call the de-churched (individuals 
who have been hurt in the past or disil-
lusioned by the actions of some within a 
church setting). Join us in worship -- Sun-
day at 10 a.m. 
We also extend an invitation for you to 
attend one or more of C 112’s monthly 
activities and events. We offer men’s, wom-
en’s and mixed small groups/Bible studies; 
children, youth, and family activities. Please 
check out C 112’s Facebook page, updat-
ed weekly, to find out the time, place and 
description of the events in which you are 
most interested.

• CHURCHES
  Continued from Page 5
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Diamondhead Wine Club

The Diamondhead Wine Club is 
dedicated to the exploration and en-
joyment of wine. At each monthly 
tasting, we sample at least a 6 dif-
ferent wines and learn a little about 
their history and origins. The Club is 
open to any who are interested in en-
joying and learning about wine.

Join us at our upcoming tastings:
Thursday, September 19th - South 

African Wines - 7:00 at the Club Su-
zaan Laing, owner of South to South 
Wine Importers, will be with us again 
to present a lineup of South African 
Wines from her ever expanding port-
folio. If you’ve been to one of our pre-
vious South African nights you are 
already aware they produce many 
outstanding wines.  I hope you’ll join 
us to see what Suzaan has in store 
for us on this visit.

Cost is $45 for DWC members and 
$50 for guests. Please make your res-
ervations by mailing you check pay-
able to DWC to: P.O. Box 6523 or by 
emailing Lou at louertel@aol.com or 
Marshall at mekygs@mail.com.

Thursday, October 17th - The Rest 
of California - 7:00 at the Club

We all know about Napa and Sono-
ma and we’ve tasted many fine wines 
from the two counties. But what 
about the rest of California? The 
Central Coast from Santa Barbara 
to Monterey is home to numerous 
AVAs and produces many outstand-
ing wines. We’ve sampled some from 
the Santa Lucia Highlands and, of 
course, Paso Robles. Just outside of 
San Diego is Temecula another area 
that produces some excellent wines. 
And let’s not forget Mendocino, Lodi 
and Amador County in the Sierra 
Foothills. What will we find? Come 
join us and find out.

Cost is $45 for DWC members and 
$50 for guests. Please make your res-
ervations by mailing you check pay-
able to DWC to: P.O. Box 6523 or by 
emailing Lou at louertel@aol.com or 
Marshall at mekygs@mail.com.

Thursday, November 21st - 
Thanksgiving in the South - 7:00 at 
the Club

We do mean South, as in the 
Southern Hemisphere. We will sam-

ple wines from Australia and New 
Zealand for sure and possibly Chile 
and Argentina. As you know, all of 
those countries produce excellent 
wines.  Let’s see   what we can find 
this year!

Cost is $45 for DWC members and 
$50 for guests. Please make your res-
ervations by mailing you check pay-
able to OWC to: P.O. Box 6523 or by 

emailing  Lou at louertel@aol.com or 
Marshall at  mekygs@mail.com.

Theatre Enthusiasts
By Kathryn Lewis

Theatre enthusiasts from   Dia-
mondhead had a unique opportunity 
for a first hand theatre experience 
on the set of Center Stage in Biloxi 
. The group attended a performance 

Theatre Enthusiasts of Diamondhead
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of “Sweeney Todd” the musical, the fol-
lowing day Center Stage and Technical 
Director Tim Baker shared set design 
and special effects techniques used in 
the show! Hostesses for the event are 
kathryn Lewis, Marilyn Lott and Teresa 
Manning. Center Stage Board Member 
David Delk and Kennedy Miazza White 
encouraged participants to volunteer at 
Center Stage, consider donating vintage 
costumes, props and to become season 
subscribers. 

Thursday Morning 
Line Dancers

By Molly Kooney

Lessons and dancing, led by Molly, 
will be held from 10:00 -11:00 am on 
THURSDAYS at the DIAMONDHEAD 
COMMUNITY CENTER. New solid 
flooring and a huge space.   Plenty of 
room for social distancing.
 Everyone is welcome.  
Great exercise, great fun, $1 room rent-

al per person, per session.
FOR DETAILS OR CANCELLATIONS 

see our web site:
https://sites.google.com/site/getmov-

ing12345678/

Diamondhead Garden Club
By Brierley Acker

The Diamondhead Garden Club will 

meet on September 18tt .  This will 
be our first meeting after the summer 
break.  We have many interesting pro-
grams scheduled for the year.  For the 
first meeting we will be discussing our 
plans for the year and preparations 
for the Fall Fest at the country club in 
October.  We will have 2 party baskets 
to raffle, gardening information  and 
plants to give away.
Look for the Garden Club tent, it will 

be decorated with lots of “pink stuff”
If anyone is interested in joining the 

Diamondhead Garden Club please con-
tact our President 228 216 3430  All Di-
amondhead residents are welcome.  

PEO Chapter U
By Kathryn Lewis

Diamondhead Chapter U PEO (Phil-
anthropic Education Organization) cel-
ebrates sisterhood and summer with a 
poker run. Hostesses for the event: ( l-r) 
Pam Hense, Cheryl Doyle, Teresa Man-
ning and Leslie O’Neil. The run start-
ed at the Club House and ended at the 
Doyle’s with Jessie Harwood winning 
with the highest poker hand . 

Diamondhead Women’s Club
By Robin Gaines

We are working diligently thru hard 

Theatre Enthusiasts of Diamondhead

PEO Chapter U
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work, creativity and friendship to 
continue our efforts to ‘Support and 
Celebrate Women’.        
Please join us at our next meeting in 

September, for our annual Meet and 
Greet.   It will be held on Wednes-
day, September 4th at 11a.m. in the 
Diamondhead Community Center.   
We will have Bubbly, Salad Bar and 
Desert.   Please bring a pair of new 
socks/sock slippers for the Woodland 
Village residents.  
At this meeting, we will be collecting 

the dues for the new year of $20.00 
along with taking photos for our di-
rectory.  
Here is a brief look at our upcoming 

events, speakers and fund raisers:
In September, will have our Meet 

and Greet at the DH Community 
Center.  Details above. 
In October, we will have a speaker 

on Home Safety, and what you need 
to do after dialing 911. We will also 
have our CASA Angel Tree.
In November, we are having a “Hol-

iday Bow Creating’ class, and collect-
ing blank special occasion cards for 
Woodland Village.  
In December, we will have our an-

nual Holiday Celebration Luncheon,  
and collecting donations for Veterans 
in Need.   Hats, socks, etc. 
In January, will be our “Past, Pres-

ent and Future” Heritage Program, 
learning all about the history and 
heritage of Diamondhead. We will be 
selling our annual Glitz tables, so you 
won’t want to miss out on this year’s 
exciting event. We will also collect 
donations for the Hancock County 
animal shelter.
In February, we have our annual 

Bon Temps Roule’ Fashion Show, 
thanks to Allison at Exit16. Look-
ing forward to seeing all of the latest 
trends.  And collecting food or cash 
for the food pantry.
In March, is our “Digging Spring” 

program, with a guest speaker from 
Pine Hills Nursery.
In April, we will be finalizing all of 

our plans for putting on the Glitz & 

Titz fundraiser, set for April 15th,  
benefiting the Pink Hearts Fund.  
Mark your calendars as these tick-
ets sell out fast.  We will also have 
a guest speaker from the police force 
talking about women’s personal safe-
ty.
In May, we will have “Summer 

Vibes”, line dancing taught by our fa-
mous Mary Mizell.  You will not want 
to miss this!!     
The theme for our DHWC is Sup-

porting & Celebrating Women.   The 
objective of this club shall be to pro-
mote an informed and active interest 
in the civic, social and moral welfare 
of the community: to serve the com-
munity through the dedication of 
time and energy for worthy purposes; 
and to undertake and complete one 
or more charitable, humanitarian or 
social welfare projects each year.   
Our meetings (we do not meet in 

June, July, or August), are held 
the first Wednesday of each month 
from September to May, beginning 
at 11:00 a.m. at the Diamondhead 
Country Club, Emerald Ballroom.   
Membership is $20.00 and is open to 
all women.
Dates and times for upcoming meet-

ing, events and fundraisers to be an-
nounced in upcoming issues of this 
publication and you can follow us on 
Facebook.  
For more information about the Di-

amondhead Women’s Club or any of 
our events, please contact the DHWC 
President, Rachel Huskins @ 504-
400-3013.

	
Party Bridge
By Gay Young

The date for our September Bridge 
Party is Friday 27, 2024 at the Coun-
try Club. Our arrival time is 9:15 and 
we shall begin playing bridge at 9:30. 
If you have any questions regarding 
Ladies Bridge Party, please con-
tact Terre Settle at 255-9892 or Gay 
Young at 342-1159.
The winners of the July Party were 

Marie Roots in First Place and Bar-
bara Gibbons in Second Place. Our 
Special Prize went to Terre Settle

DH Geaux Hiking Club 
By Sheila Edwards

For those of you who have been 
busy with summer fun and activi-
ties, here’s a brief recap of the Hiking 
Club events since the July issue of 
this newspaper.
The Ship Island Boat Trip & Explo-

ration that was scheduled for late 
June did not happen, again due to 
inclement weather (sigh), so we will 
still be trying to schedule that adven-

ture in the next couple of months be-
fore they close for the season.
There were no pre-planned hikes 

in July as many club members were 
traveling and busy with other sum-

The DH Geaux Hiking Club has a trip 
planned to the Mississippi Aquari-
um.
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mer events (or maybe just goofing 
off…)
At our planning meeting on August 

6, we scheduled two “beat the heat” 
indoor hikes for August one to the 
Ohr-O’Keefe Art Museum and anoth-
er to the Walter Anderson Museum. 
Also at that meeting we scheduled 

an indoor hike for Thursday, Septem-
ber 12 to the Aquarium in Gulfport. 
The cost is $30 and after the “hike” 
we will have lunch somewhere near-
by (and, of course, YUMMY!) Meet at 
the DH Country Club parking lot at 
9:15am to car pool.
As always, pop-up hikes (that is, 

spur-of-the moment activities) are 
published on our Facebook Page by 
the hike instigator (er…um “ring-
leader”), so keep an eye out for those 
and don’t be hesitant about joining 
OR planning one.

Our next planning meeting will be 
Tuesday, September 3 at 6:00pm in 
the Kanaka room at the DH Country 
Club. Come with hiking stories from 
the past (they don’t have to be com-
pletely true) and suggestions for Oc-
tober hikes.
The DH Geaux Hiking Club is open 

to everyone: all ages and abilities. 
All you have to do is show up at the 
time and place noted in the hike an-
nouncement. C’mon, get out here… 
let’s Geaux Hiking!

Rotary Club of Central 
Hancock County

By Dr. Virginia Boyle

Fellow Rotarians enjoyed their vis-
it from our District Governor, Sam 
Walley!  So many exciting things are 
planned for her tenure as District 
Governor!!  We also had a great meet-

ing with our visitors from the Missis-
sippi  Department of Rehabilitation 
Services, Allison Lowther, Outreach 
Specialist  and Dwight Owen’s, Still 
Standing Consulting.  
We are looking forward to our Walk 

to Da-Feet Hunger August 17 at the 
Diamondhead East rec facility at 8. 
Thank you to all our sponsors for our 
event!!!
If you are interested in becoming a 

member of our club or being a guest 
speaker, please call Dr. Virginia G. 
Noyle @ 228-243-8889.

Diamondhead Lions Club
 BY Dr. Dwain Simpson

Diamondhead Lions Club Installs 
Officers for 2024-2025 Lions Year 
and announces the next Lions Club 
BONCO games and Walk for Sight 
2024. Past District Governor (PDG) 

Carl Nehlig visited the Diamond-
head Lions Club to Install the Club 
Officers for the new Lions Year 2024-
2025.
PDG Carl Nehlig of the Biloxi Lions 

Club was a special guest of the Dia-

• CLUBS

Bill Lawler and Sam Walley with Ro-
tary Club of Central Hancock Coun-
ty. 
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Lions pictured left to right: PDG Carl Nehlig, President PDG 
Dwain Simpson, Lion Tamer Ann Marie Simpson, Tail Twist-
er Mary Coyne-Jackson, 2nd Vice President Jerry Jackson, 
Director Lola Mullinix, Membership Chair Bill Lawler, Direc-
tor Pat Kesler, and Secretary Barbara Graves. Not Shown: 
1st Vice President Jim Beckham, Treasurer Sherry Necaise, 
and Chaplain Sandy Null.

• CLUBS

mondhead Lions Club to up-
date the club on Lions Club 
International Foundation 
(LCIF) activities locally and 
world-wide as well as activ-
ities in Mississippi with the 
Boys and Girls Leadership 
Conferences, and the annual 
Sea and Sun Camp for Blind 
and Visually impaired Youth. 
At this meeting we set the 

date for our next BONCO 
games at Tuesday, Septem-
ber 3 in the Community 

Center. Registration starts 
a 6:00 PM and games start 
at 6:30 PM. Cost is $15 for 
each player. Prizes include 
Most BONCOs, Most Games 
by Team, 50/50 Drawing, and 
great Door Prizes!
We also scheduled our first 

Walk for Sight since they 
were suspended during the 
Pandemic. The walk will 
be on Saturday, October 
19. More information next 
month.
Are you looking for a way 

to contribute time and effort 
to serve the local community 
and around the world, with-
out leaving home? Join with 
1.5 million others of Lions 
Clubs International and the 
Diamondhead Lions Club! 
Our slogan is “We Serve”.
Learn more about the Lions 

Club – come to a meeting to 
hear about our plans for the 
rest of this year. Be our guest 
at our next Club meeting 
on Friday, September 20 at 
11:30 AM in the Diamond-
head Country Club. Future 
meetings are on the 3rd Fri-

day of each month. Contact 
Lion Dwain Simpson at 228-
363-2557 or dwainsimpson@
aol.com for more information. 

Diamondhead 
Newcomers

By Brittany Ladner

Welcome back Diamond-
head Newcomers! We will 
have our first meeting of the 
2024-2025 year on Wednes-
day, September 11. Lunch 
is $25 and dues are $20 for 
the year. Please RSVP to 
newcomersdiamondhead@
gmail.com by September 4th. 
Whether you are new to Di-
amondhead or have lived 
here forever, we hope you’ll 
join us! Call Marilyn Lott for 
more information 601-528-
3336. 

Diamondhead 
Democrat

Progressive, 
Independent Alliance

By Gerry Gilbert

The Diamondhead Demo-
crat, Progressive, Indepen-
dent Alliance (DDPIA) will 
meet on September 19th 
at St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church, 5303 Diamondhead 
Circle. The meeting begins 
at 10:00 a.m. with registra-
tion and social time followed 
by the business meeting and 
guest speaker. The Septem-
ber speaker will be Leah 
Holmes, a librarian with 
the Hancock County Library 
System. She will speak about 
Diamondhead Reads, an 
upcoming community wide 
reading event. Please join us 
for this sure to be informa-
tive session, as well as meet 
a wide variety of members.

Dwight Owens, Dr. Virginia 
Boyle, and Allison Lowther 
with Rotary Club of Central 
Hancock County. 

From Rotary Club of Central Hancock County.

PEO Chapter T 
P.E.O. Chapter T sisters welcome our two newest initiates, 
Joureen Fincham and Linda Jordan to our chapter.  Joureen 
and Linda are pictured on the first row second and third 
from the left.  The Philanthropic Educational Organization is 
an international organization that gives educational assis-
tance to women through grants, scholarships, loans, and 
stewardship of Cottey College.
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• DH MARDI GRAS
A Standing Ovation for 
the Red, White and Blue

By Chloe Almeida, 
Krewe of Olympus

The stars and stripes decorated the 
Emerald Ballroom at the Diamond-
head Country Club on July 20th, 
2024. Krewe of Olympus members 
and their guests filled the ballroom 
dressed in America’s best, for a patri-
otic tribute to our Nation’s freedom.
The night was kicked off by a trib-

ute from the Color Guard, presenting 
the colors at the front of the room, as 
all participants stood and recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance. The National 
Anthem filled the room as it was pa-
triotically sung in unison. Following 
the presentation of the colors, Trea-
surer and long time krewe member, 
Doug Maxwell, presented the Table 
of the Lone Soldier, in remembrance 
of those missing and fallen in action, 
acting as a solemn reminder of those 
who fought bravely for our nation, 
and will never return home.
An important highlight for the night 

was marked by the honoring of the 
Krewe’s Former President Eileen 
O’Brien and the momentous changes 

and actions she had contributed to 
the Krewe from 2021-2024. Current 
President Haws Amos, presented an 
engraved Vera Wang Vase to Former 
President O’Brien, as a token of grat-
itude on behalf of the Krewe.
After an impeccable meal and ser-

vice from the staff at the Club at 
Diamondhead, R. Hammons did his 
Tribute the the Armed forces where 
veterans, active duty and their 
spouses were invited up to sing. The 
rest of the night was filled with music 
and dancing, an amazing closing to a 
fantastic night.

Krewe of Olympus
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Membership for Krewe of Olympus 
is open now, and the next event will 
be September 21st, 2024, for the An-
nouncement and Coronation of the 
new Royalty.

THE KREWE OF DIAMONDHEAD 
ANNOUNCES ROYALTY 

FOR 2025 SEASON
By Robin B. Gaines

The Krewe of Diamondhead marked 
a significant milestone with their 
50th Announcement Party on Sat-
urday, August 10, in The Club at 
Diamondhead’s ballroom. The room 
was exquisitely decorated by Sandy 
Hatem and her team of dedicated 
volunteers. King Jeremy Damiens, 
the 49th King and President, warmly 
welcomed guests and made several 
important announcements, including 
the appointment of 2023 King Hoppy 
Smith as Captain. The atmosphere 
was electric with anticipation of the 
announcement of the 2025 King and 
Queen elect.
King elect, Jamie Paul Kingston, 

was born and raised in Bay St Louis, 
MS. He is the son of Paul Kingston of 

Bay St. Louis and Janice Dedeaux of 
Diamondhead. Jamie attended Bay 
High School where he played varsity 
football and baseball. He graduated 
in 1992 and was voted Mr. Bay High 
his senior year. In 1996 Jamie grad-
uated from the University of South-
ern Mississippi with a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration 
with an emphasis in accounting. He 
has owned and operated Ward’s Fast 
Food of Long Beach for 21 years. In 
his spare time, Jamie enjoys golfing, 
bowling, and spending time with 
friends & family.
Queen elect, Alison Backstrom 

Kingston, is a native of Hattiesburg, 
MS. She is the daughter of Doug and 
Rebecca Backstrom of Hattiesburg. 
She attended North Forrest High 
School where she served as senior 
class vice president and president 
of Mu Alpha Theta. She was elect-
ed homecoming queen and graduat-
ed with honors in 1995. In May of 
2000, Alison graduated Summa Cum 
Laude from the University of South-
ern Mississippi with a bachelor’s 
degree in nursing. She turned her 
love of fashion into a career and has 
owned & operated Exit 16 Boutique 
for 21 years. Alison enjoys traveling, 
reading, and relaxing by the pool. 
The Kingstons recently celebrat-

ed their 25th wedding anniversary. 
The couple met when they were both 
employed at Broad Acres Cinema 
in Hattiesburg. They are the proud 
parents of a 22 year-old daughter, 
Kennedy Caroline Kingston. Kenne-
dy has followed in her father’s foot-
steps academically. She graduated 
Cum Laude in December from the 
University of Southern Miss, with a 
bachelor’s degree in business with 
an emphasis in accounting. Kennedy 
is employed as a staff accountant at 
Alexander Van Loon Sloan Levens & 
Favre PLLC.
The Kingstons have been blessed to 

call Diamondhead, MS home for the 
past 24 years. Jamie and Alison are 
honored and excited to represent the 

Krewe of Diamondhead for the 2025 
Carnival Season as the Krewe cele-
brates their 50th anniversary.
Congratulations to Jamie Kingston, 

and Alison Kingston, 2025 King and 
Queen elect, along with their court, 
comprising of Kennedy Kingston, Ali-

jah Kingston, Jessie Harwood, Heath 
Harwood, Patty Holmes, Dennis 
Holmes, Melissa Embry, and James 
Embry. King and Queen Jeremy Meg 
Damiens will crown them at the coro-
nation ceremony in December. 
Laissez les bons temps rouler!

• DH MARDI GRAS

King and Queen Elect Jamie and Al-
ison Kingston
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• SPORTS
DWGA 

By Colleen Jones
July was a wet month and it was 

hard to get some golf in but we did 
three out of the four weeks. July 4th 
to celebrate our country’s birthday 
we played a Flag Tournament on the 
Cardinal Course. The first flight win-
ner was Marta Wald, second place 
was Amy Swint and third place was 
Joyce Teerling. Second Flight winner 
was Judy Tauzin, second place was 
Colleen Jones and third place was 
Tiffany Webb. Closest to the pin win-
ners were Amy Swint on hole #4, Liz 
Bell on hole #7, Brigitte Becker on 
hole #13 and Jill Wiles on hole #17. 
Birdies were had by Marta Wald, Jill 
Wiles, Amy Swint, Joyce Teerling 
and Tiffany Webb had 2 birdies. Amy 
Swint had a chip-in.
July 11th we played the President’s 

Cup on the Pine Course. You could 
throw out your six worst holes. First 
Flight winner was Terri Woolbright 
and there was a tie for second between 
Marta Wald and Tiffany Webb. Sec-
ond Flight winner was Judy Tauzin, 
second place was Joanne Fried and 
there was a three way tie for third 
between Ruth Holmes, Anne Payne 
and Brigitte Becker. Closest to the 
pin winners were Margie Pittman 
on hole #6, Terri Woolbright on hole 

#13 and Liz Bell on hole #15. Tiffany 
Webb had a birdie. Terri Woolbright 
had a chip in and Colleen Jones had 
2 chip-ins. 
July 18th was a 2-person Total 

Points played on the Pine. Tiffany 
Webb was on every winning team. 
First team was Tiffany Webb and 
Kim Knight. Second place team was 
Liz Austin and Tiffany Webb. Closest 
to the pin winners were Joanne Fried 
on hole #2, Joyce Teerling on hole #6, 
Tiffany Webb on hole #13 and Liz 
Austin on hole #15. Birdies were had 
by Joyce Teerling and Liz Austin. 
Terri Woolbright had a chip in. 

DWGAN
By Shirley Halterman

WHEW ITS HOT!   Unfortunately, 
that is the only way to refer to the 
past month.  However, the Nines are 
not easily dissuaded, and we man-
aged to get in five competitive rounds 
of golf.   Admittedly, our numbers 
may have been a bit lower, but play 
we did!  Please note as we have done 
before, when an asterisk appears 
next to a name it indicates that the 
winner was named in a scorecard 
playoff.
As usual the first Tuesday of the 

month, the 2nd, was our Trophy Day. 
We played the front nine of the Pine 

Course.  Twenty-three gals came out.  
We were able to field three flights.  
This month the winners were based 

on their Gross Scores.   First Flight 
Winners were:   1st Place - Kathie 
Pierson, 2nd Place - Marilyn Galus, 

DWGA: Anne Payne, Brigitte Becker, Joanne Fried, Judy Tauzin, Terri Wool-
bright, Marta Wald, Tiffany Webb

DWGA: Joyce Teerling, Amy Swint, Marta Wald, Judy Tauzin, Colleen Jones, 
Tiffany Webb
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We have so many fun things planned for Sep-
tember and the remainder of the year! If you 
haven’t already, sign up to receive emails about 
the Club and other events. https://diamond-
headms.org/email-signup/ And, if you haven’t 
visited the Club Facebook page, you could miss 
out on interesting and fun happenings! https://
www.facebook.com/ClubatDiamondhead

Trivia Wednesday Special
It’s back again in September! Fuel your brain 
with our Trivia Plate! Includes Southwest Egg-
rolls, Chicken Bites, and Mozzarella Sticks. 
5:00 – 8:00. $13. No substitutions. Limited 
availability. Enjoy this perfect snack combo 
while you play!

Bingo and Bites Night September 10
Join us for a delicious buffet during our Sep-
tember 10 Bingo Night with Brigitte & Sylvia! 
Buffet 5:00 - 7:00, Bingo 6:00 - 7:30. Fried Cat-
fish with Hush Puppies, Pork Riblets, Crawfish 
Monica, Smothered Okra, Corn Maque Choux, 
Potato Salad, Coleslaw, Assorted Rolls, and 
Praline Bread Pudding. $20

Labor Day Special Sept.2
Five Whole Smoked Wings served with Potato 
Salad and Baked Beans. $16. Served from 11:00 
– 3:00. Kids Eat Free September on September 
3 & 17 Choice of Grilled Cheese & Fries, Mac & 
Cheese & Fries, and Chicken Tenders & Fries.
One kid’s plate per adult with an entree pur-
chase of $15 or more. 12 & under only.

The Patio Anniversary Party 
September 13
Join us down the bayou as we celebrate the 4th 
anniversary of The Patio! We will have a Bayou 
BBQ Buffet on the Patio from 5:00 – 8:00, with 
Razzoo playing from 4:00 – 7:00 on the Patio. 
Inside, Monster Crawfish will be playing in 
Latitude 30 from 7:00 – 10:00.

Thursday Night Tailgate Plate
Kick off football season with our Thursday 
night Tailgate Plate!
• September 5: Overstuffed pork sandwich with 
crispy onions, candied bacon, and BBQ drizzle
• September 12: 6 Whole crispy smoked wings 
with smokehouse ranch
• September 19: Chopped brisket tacos with 
pickled slaw, pepper jack cheese, Alabama 
white BBQ, and candied jalapenos
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• September 26: Half rack of Memphis BBQ 
ribs with homemade sweet pickles and Texas 
toast.
$18

Saturday Night Special
If you enjoy crabs, you’ll love our September 
Saturday Night Special! You’ll be served two 
delicious Clusters of Dungeness Crab with 
corn, potatoes, and butter. $45. Served from 
5:00 – 8:00 (while they last). Dine in only.

Bourbon and Cigar Night 
September 28
It’s back! We hope you will join us on the Pa-
tio from 5:00 – 7:00 for this always fun event. 
You will enjoy a custom selection of rare and 
unusual bourbon and cigars. Includes: 2 bour-
bon tickets, 1 cigar ticket, and light appetiz-
ers. Additional pours and cigars are available 
for purchase, along with a full menu and cash 
bar. $45.00 per person, plus tax & gratuity. 
Discount for POA members in good standing. 
Cigars provided by Natal’s Tobacco Hut & Fine 
Cigars.

Bingo Night with Brigitte & Sylvia
Join us on September 10 and September 24 in 
Latitude 30 for an exciting evening of Bingo! 
6:00 – 7:30

Trivia Wednesdays
With Ronnie Hammons. Test your knowledge 
and compete with friends every Wednesday 
night. 7:00 – 9:00 in Latitude 30.

Karaoke Thursdays
Let your inner superstar shine at our Karaoke 
nights every Thursday with Ray Walters in 
Latitude 30! Whether you’re singing your heart 
out or just there to cheer, it’s all about having 
fun. 6:00 – 10:00

Live Bands Fridays
End your week on a high note with live music 
from our featured bands. Check out the lineup:
• September 6 - Southern Voice
• September 13 - Razzoo on the Patio from 4:00 
- 7:00. Monster Crawfish In Latitude 30 from 
7:00 - 10:00
• September 20 - Razzoo
• September 27 - Missi & Ray

Upcoming Events

Latitude 30 Halloween Party 
October 25
It’s going to be a Spooktacular Party on October 
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25, with live music by Quarter Notes Band, a 
costume party, and drink specials. 7:00 – 10:00 
in Latitude 30.

Bourbon and Cigars October 26
Bourbon and Cigars November 16
Bourbon and Cigars December 21
Nightmare Before Christmas Wine 
Dinner November 23
Please join us at the fun night featuring Orin 
Swift Cellars and Winery! Event information 
is included in the paper.

Thanksgiving Buffet November 28
We have a delicious menu planned for your en-
joyment! Event information is included in the 
paper.

Breakfast with Santa December 21
We will have a blast at this breakfast for POA 
members and their guests! Event information 
is included in the paper.

Christmas Themed Brunch 
December 22
Santa will make an appearance for pictures 
from 12:00 – 2:00. Special brunch menu will be 
available from 10:00 – 2:00. Event information 
is included in the paper.

New Year’s Eve Party & $10,000 
Drawdown December 31
Count down the hours until we bid farewell 
to 2024 and welcome 2025 with us! Tease Me 
Band will keep you on the dance floor all night 
when you aren’t indulging in our Chef’s Buffet 
& Carving Station. Party favors & champagne 
toast at midnight. And you might begin 2025 
with an extra $10,000 in your pocket!
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and 3rd Place - Therese Mauterer*.  
In the Second Flight the winners 
were:  1st Place - Brigitte Becker, 2nd 
Place - Kim Knight, and 3rd Place 
- Anne Payne.   While in the Third 
Flight, the winners were:  1st Place - 
Margaret Sherwood, 2nd Place - Syl-
via Corbin, and in 3rd Place - Janice 
Murray.  Also noteworthy, was Cathy 
Pierson’s Birdie on Hole #6. She also 
scored the Lowest Putts in the First 
Flight.   Ruth Holmes garnered this 
honor in the Second Flight while 
Margaret Sherwood did it in the 
Third Flight. When it came to Clos-
est to the Pin:   MaryAnn Stromeyer 
claimed the honor in Flight One, Kim 
Knight in Flight Two, and Sylvia 
Corban in Flight Three.
The following Tuesday, the 9th, the 

game was Even Holes on the front 
nine holes of the Cardinal course.  
Weather still being extremely hot and 
humid, only 16 brave gals came out to 
play.  In the First Flight the winners 
were 1st Place - Tracey Garriga*, 2nd 
Place - MaryAnn Stromeyer* and 3rd 
Place - Therese Mauterer.   When it 
came to the Second Flight, the win-
ners were:  1st Place - Brigitte Beck-
er, 2nd Place - Judi Brannan* and 
3rd Place - Nancy Sislow*.   And, in 
the Third Flight the winners were:  
1st Place - Carole Griffin*, 2nd Place 
- Patti Blackwood* and 3rd Place - 
Dinah Knobloch.
When it came to Tuesday, July 16th, 

we played a game called Ts & Ss.  That 
means that you only count the score 
you get one holes that begin with ei-
ther a T or an S.   Playing the front 
nine of the Pine meant that holes 2, 
3, 6, & 7 scores counted.  Once again 
due to hot weather, only seventeen 
gals braved the day and the winners 
were:  1st Flight - 1st Place - Marilyn 
Galus, 2nd Place - Judy Arnox, and 
3rd Place - Nancy Sislow. 2nd Flight 
- 1st Place - Margaret Sherwood, 2nd 
Place - Kim Knight, and 3rd Place - 
Anne Payne.  While in the 3rd Flight 
we incurred some Scorecard Playoffs, 
Kathy Jones took 1st Place*, Patti 

Blackwood came in 2nd Place* and 
Mary Mizell was in 3rd Place.  Both 
Nancy Sislow (Hole #8) and Judy Ar-
nox (Hole #5) scored Chip-Ins
Just a note about those Chip-Ins and 

Birdies.  While they always look good 
on the scorecard, you must remember 
that they earn players cash rewards 
at the end of each year.
On the fourth Tuesday of July, we 

again found our group playing the 
front nine of the Cardinal, but every-
one played from the Black Tees.  Now 
that may seem to make the game eas-
ier; however, tain’t necessarily so.  
Sometimes the Black Tee is in a lo-
cation much different from the Red 
Tee, and sometimes it makes you 
think twice about which club you 
will use at the Tee Box.  Again, our 
numbers were limited because of the 
heat and players traveling.   Four-
teen gals played, and we are able to 
field two flights.   The First Flight 
winners were:  1st Place - Toni Ros-
sol, 2nd Place - Kim Knight, and 3rd 
Place - Therese Mauterer.  The Sec-
ond Flight winning gals were:   1st 
Place - Patti Blackwood, 2nd Place 
- Anne Payne and in 3rd Place - Syl-
via Corban.  Kim Knight also scored 
a Birdie on Hole #3.
Temperatures and humidity con-

tinuing to be outrageous on the last 
Tuesday of July, 12 brave souls ven-
tured out to play a Scramble on the 
front of the Pine.   The First Place 
winning team was comprised of Syl-
via Corban, Anne Payne and Judy 
Tauzin.   In Second Place was the 
team of Therese Mauterer, Janice 
Murray and Pat VanDervort.
We really are proud of those gals 

who have braved the heat and hu-
midity to keep our Nines out on the 
course.  We will hope for better con-
ditions and weather in the coming 
month.   CONGRATULATIONS TO 
ALL OUR WINNERS!

POA Golf Shop at The Club 
at Diamondhead
By Chris Altese, PGA

We are definitely experiencing nor-
mal summer weather patterns but 
our golfers are still enjoying the golf 
on our two championship golf cours-
es.   We have several events sched-
uled and still a lot happening at The 
Club at Diamondhead.  Don’t forget, 
booking online at www.TheClubat-
Diamondhead.com is the fastest and 
easiest way to book tee times!
If you are driving a golf cart around 

the clubhouse, please be aware of 
your speed.  We would like for every-
one to drive approximately 10 mph 

or slower when near the clubhouse 
or throughout the parking lot.   This 
speed gives you enough time to re-
act to avoid a potential accident.  We 
thank you in advance for your coop-
eration.
Please be sure to post your scores 

in GHIN so that you have an accu-
rate handicap index.   Make sure if 
you play, you post.   Any questions 
concerning your golf handicap can 
be directed to one of our Handicap 
Committee members.  Our new Golf 
Handicap Committee members for 
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2024-2026 are Brigitte Beck-
er, Donald Davidson, Tom 
Garriga, Tom Warren, and 
Fred Wiles.

The Mississippi Men’s 
Four-Ball Championship 
was held in August in Green-
wood, Mississippi.   Two of 
our members, Jack Lawson 
and Nick Beale, shot -18 for 
54 holes and secured a TOP 
5 finish.   Impressive play 
again this year by these two 
against strong competition!

Diamondhead juniors Bro-
dy Brdecka, Rowdy Foster, 
and Elijah Dufrene are one 
step closer to Augusta in the 
Drive, Chip, and Putt Cham-
pionship.   Brody, Rowdy, 
and Elijah will be competing 
in middle of August in the 

Sub-Regional Championship 
being held right here at his 
home course.   Good luck to 
all!   We are all pulling for 
you.

The Kelly Gibson Foun-
dation and the Kelly Gibson 
Junior Golf Tour held their 
yearend banquet this past 
month.   Scholarships were 
available for efforts on and 
off the golf course.   A huge 
part of scholarship eligibility 
is the mentoring program for 
the younger age groups on 
the Kelly Gibson Junior Golf 
Tour.   Congratulations to 
Katelynn Altese for earning 
the Kelly Gibson Foundation 
Allstate Sugar Bowl Schol-
arship.   We also two Kel-
ly Gibson Junior Golf Tour 

Player of the Year winners…
Karstyn Altese (Girls 13-15) 
and Katelynn Altese (Girls 
18-22)!   Jack Lawson also 
finished among the TOP 5 in 
his age group for the season.

Congratulations to our 
2024 Mini Shaka Junior 
Club Champions, Jack Law-
son and Karstyn Altese!  
Karstyn was able to claim 
the Girls Overall   win after 
a challenging 3 hole playoff 
with friend and high school 
golf teammate, Kenly Ar-
cherGirls Overall title from 
Kenley Archer.  Both Karstyn 
and Kenley shot 75 in regula-
tion play.  Jack Lawson won 
the Boys Overall title with a 
score of 74.  Madden Baugh-
man won the Boys Age 12-14 

and Lola Haas was our Girls 
12-14 Champion.   So many 
impressive players in this 
competition.  The future con-
tinues to shine bright.

The Shaka, Diamond-
head’s Club Championship, 
will be held later this year in 
October.  We look forward to 
crowing our men’s and ladies’ 
champions.  For more timely 
results on this event, follow 
our facebook page at The 
Club at Diamondhead Golf 
Shop.

Upcoming Events…
8/17 Drive, Chip, & Putt 

Subregional Qualifier
8/18 US Kids Golf Local 

Tour Event
8/24 DMGA Play Day
8/26 Hancock Hawks High 

School Golf Invitational
8/30-9/1 USKG Gulf Coast 

State Invitational
9/6-9/8 Member-Member
9/11 Gulf Coast Women’s 

Golf Association
9/14-9/15 GolfWeek Am 

Tour
9/27-9/29 Slavic Invita-

tional
Other Important Dates…
10/5-10/6 Diamondhead 

CP Four Ball
10/10 Play for Pink
10/11-10/12 Wheel of Mis-

fortune
10/14  New Orleans Golf 

Association
10/19 Fall Festival Scram-

ble Classic
10/21  USGA Four Ball 

Championship Qualifier
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10/26-10/27 Shaka Club Champion-
ship
Please be sure to fix two ball marks 

and fill two divots every hole...any 
two will do!   It’s your golf course so 
let’s take care of it! We look forward 
to seeing you “PLAY MORE GOLF.”  
Let’s all get out and enjoy our beau-
tiful golf courses and practice facili-
ties.  As always, let us know how we 
can help.

DMGA
By Gene deMedicis

The DMGA lost one of our most loved 
and respected members on August 2.  
Mr. Don Perkins passed away at the 
age of 88.  Don always had a positive 
attitude and made friends easily with 
anyone he encountered.  He led one 
of the legacy groups at Diamondhead 
that tees off early Monday through 
Friday.   When any of the members 
of his group would complain about 
the rules his response would always 
be “well, I hope you enjoy your new 
group”.  Those of us that played in his 
group and with the DMGA will miss 

him dearly.
The DMGA welcomed Tommy Mur-

phy as a new member in the past 
month.   We are excited about our in-
creasing ranks and I encourage you 
to join the DMGA.  If you are not a 
member and would like to “try us 
out” without joining, please show up 
on a Wednesday before 8 AM.  You 
will be put on a team and allowed one 
round with the DMGA without pay-
ing the $25 joining fee.   
The competition on July 17 was al-

most complete before Mother Na-
ture decided to end our round with 
just a few holes remaining.  Some 
groups finished their round but oth-
ers stopped at the sound of the horn.  
Safety is our highest priority when 
lightning is in the area.
The format for the game on July 24 

was Peers Points on a very wet and 
soggy course.     Finishing first was 
the team of Dave Barbato, Mark Pat-
rick and Michael Cavataio with a 
score of minus 5.  In second place was 
the team of Erie Hebert, Byron Gan-
dy and Val Miller with a score of mi-
nus 6.  Finishing third was the team 
of Bill Merna, Art Burgoyne and a 
ghost.  Don Crosby won low individu-
al with a net score of 70.
Closest to the pin winners were Lee 

Kormondy, Val Miller and Mike Cav-
ataio who won two pins.  Closest shot 
of the day was hit by Lee Kormondy 
at 2’2”.
In the ABCD Stableford competi-

tion on July 31 three teams tied for 
first place with a score of 109.   Those 
three teams were Marc Patrick, Mike 
Cavataio, Lenny Alphonso and Bill 
Merna; Sam Lee, Cat Aguda, Art 
Burgoyne and Jim Shoemaker; John 
Black, Larry Osburn, Dennis Lau-
mann and Joe Murray. Finishing 
fourth was the team of George Thi-
bodeaux, Tom Woolbright and Erie 
Hebert with a score of 103.  Dave 
Barbato won low individual with a 
net score of 72.
Closest to the pin winners were Kev-

in West and Mike Cavataio who won 
three out of the four pins.  Closest 
shot of the day was hit by Mike Ca-
vataio at 3’4”.  This is back to back 
weeks that Mike has been a multiple 
pin winner and it’s the first time I 
ever remember this happening.
The format for the game on August 

7 was Peers Two Best Ball.  Four 
teams tied for first place with a score 
of 20 under par.  This is parity at its 
finest.   The four teams include Erie 
Hebert, Marc Beddoe, Byron Gan-
dy and John McLaughlin;  Gene de-
Medicis, Sam Lee, Steve Garcia and 
Gary Blackwell; Dave Barbato, Fred 
Wiles and Paul Yarbrough; Jan Vest, 
Norm Bowley and Ken Walker.   Jan 
Vest shot an excellent score of 70 to 
win low individual with a net score 
of 64.  Special recognition goes to Val 
Miller who eagled number 10 on the 
Cardinal and to Sam Lee who eagled 
number 9 on the Cardinal.
Closest to the pins were won by Sam 

Lee, Marc Beddoe, Joe Doyle and 
Billy Stroud.  Closest shot of the day 
was hit by Sam Lee at 3’2”.  
In the ABCD Shamble Two Best Ball 

competition on August 14 the team 
of Michael Galvin, Sam Lee, Byron 
Gandy and Chuck Ingraham won 
first place with a score of 31 under 
par.  In second place was the team of 
Mike Lindell, Dave Barbato, Brian 
Brown and Val Miller with a score of 
30 under par.  Finishing third with a 
score of 25 under par was the team 
of Norm Bowley, Marshall Miller, 
Marc Beddoe and Dennis Laumann.  
In fourth place was the team of Fred 
Wiles, John Black, John McLaughlin 
and Daryl Vaught with a score of 24 
under par.
 Closest to the pin winners were 

Marc Patrick, Cat Aguda and Byron 
Gandy who won two pins.  Closest 
shot of the day was hit by Cat Aguda 
at 4’0”.
I’ll see you on the course.

Golf Handicap 
Committee – 

News You Can Use
By Tom Garriga

In this article we will address a top-
ic that can be a little confusing to 
golfers.  Today’s topic explains the 
difference between your handicap 
index v your actual course handicap. 
Before we get started, did you know 
that a player typically plays to their 
handicap only about 20% of the time 
and they can expect to score about 
2-4 strokes higher in most rounds?  
Some golfers think their handicap 
is the “average” of all their scores 
converted into handicap. It is not.  A 
handicap index calculation will take 
only the 8 best scores (factoring in 
course difficulty) once 20 scores have 
been entered in GHIN.  Thus, your 
handicap represents your “potential” 
not your average.
Now onto index versus actual course 

handicap!  Once you have entered a 
minimum of 54 holes (any combina-
tion of 9 or 18 holes to get to 54) into 
the GHIN app, a handicap index will 
be calculated for you.  Your index will 
then be visible on the home page of 
your GHIN app.  Your Handicap In-
dex® is a portable number that rep-
resents your demonstrated ability - 
but when it comes time to tee it up, 
the index is converted to a specific 
course handicap. This handicap ac-
counts for the difficulty of the course 
and tees played.   So, your course 
handicap can vary by course or tees 
selected. 
So how do you calculate your actu-

al course handicap using your index?  
Simply log into the GHIN app and 
select the course and tees you want 
to play (any course in the world) and 
your handicap index is then used to 
calculate your actual course handi-
cap.  The difficulty of a course is ex-
pressed by the slope and rating found 
in GHIN once you select the tees you 
will play.  The purpose of the GHIN 
assigning a slope and rating is that 
not all courses have the same degree 
of difficulty.  A score of 85 on a chal-

Hole in one #6 on the Pine Ronnie 
James
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lenging course is not weighed the 
same as an 85 on a course that is not 
as difficult.
Now let’s put this into practice.  Us-

ing the GHIN app on your phone, 
iPad or computer select the Handi-
cap Calculator box on the first screen.  
Then select one of the two Diamond-
head courses and the select tees that 
you normally play from (white, gold, 
red...)  You will see a few calculated 
numbers across the row:

H.I. = your handicap INDEX
C.H.= your Course handicap –this 

is the course handicap for the course 
and tees you selected
P.H. = playing handicap – some-

times this is the same as the course 
index.  However, if you are playing in 
a tournament where you are playing 
against players playing from differ-
ent tees, or if the tournament has a 
“handicap allowance” like 90% etc. 
this might be different than your 
course handicap.  
Once the GHIN app calculates a 

course handicap for the Diamond-
head course you selected – do the 
same for The Oaks Golf Club in Pass 
Christian (or any course you might 
want to play) You might notice a dif-
ference in your course handicap be-
tween any two courses when you run 
the calculations.
Key takeaway is that your GHIN 

handicap index is not your course 
handicap – but rather your index is 
used to calculate your course handi-
cap.  So, if you are going to travel to a 
course with friends and you’re going 
to have a little money on the round 
– be sure to go to the GHIN app and 
calculate the course handicap for the 
course and tees you and your friends 
will play.
You can go to the USGA website to 

explore this topic or many others.  
Members of the Golf Handicap Com-

mittee are:
Tom Garriga (Chair), Brigitte Beck-

er, Donald Davidson, Tom Warren & 
Fred Wiles.

• SPORTS

Pickleball Clinic
By Donna Goedde

Pickleball pro and   US Pickleball 
Association Ambassador returns to 
Diamondhead for a follow-up Pick-
leball Clinic!
Sept 28 :9-11am
Country Club Pool Courts
Clinic for Players who understand 
basic PB concepts. Clinic will in-
clude: developing proper game me-
chanics, shot selection and court 
positioning.
Clinic is limited to 20 participants. 
Clinic limited to first 20 partici-
pants to register with….
Diamondhead Tennis Club   228-
255-5030
Open to Diamondhead Residents in 
good standing 1st.

• DH TENNIS AND RECREATION

Pickleball pro will host clinic in 
September.
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• NOTA BENE
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